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HIS little history of Salix, and of Liberty and 
Lakeport townships, is offered to the public 
for their edification, and not as an example 
of any particular literary ability on the part 

of the publisher. The matter contained in these 
pages has been gathered and compiled with care, 
and is, as far as it was possible to make it so, cor- 
rect. We have received much information from 
friends, for which we are grateful. We are also 
under obligation to the editors of the Sioux City 
Journal and Sioux City Tribune, for access to the 
files of these papers; also, to the village clerk of Sa- 
lix for the use of the town’s record books, and the 
secretary of the school board of the Salix Consoli-- 
dated District for information regarding the school 
situation. The process of compiling and printing 
these pages has been a “work of love,” rather than 
the expectation of any fabulous pecuniary returns 
from the same. Since the spring of 1876, we have 
personally watched the events and changes that 
have taken place in the life of Salix and the sur- 
rounding community, and the recording of these 
various happenings has been somewhat like liv- 
ing over these changes and events, and holding 
converse with old friends and acquaintances, many 
of whom have left these surroundings, and others 
who have departed this life forever. It is our 
hope and wish that everyone who peruses this lit- 
tle history may derive as much pleasure in doing 
s0 as we have in compiling and printing the same. 
THE PUBLISHER. 
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SALIX---A HISTORY 


I—DeSoto Expedition, Followed By the Louisiana 


Purchase, Indian Treaties and State Organization 


cluded in the state of Iowa was claimed by 

Spain, England and France, Through pre- 

liminary treaty in 1762, carried into effect in 
1763, France was conceded ownership of that part 
of the disputed territory lying west of the Missis- 
sippi river, but, while negotiations were pending, 
France secretly ceded these possessions to Spain. 
In 1769, Spain took formal possession, and retain- 
ed control until 1800, and then under treaty agree- 
ment, re-ceded the territory to France. 

After the discovery of America by Goliabus: 
the Spaniards, representing their government, nav- 
igated the Gulf of Mexico. DeSoto, with his expe- 
dition, went overland from Florida to Texas in the 
spring of 1542, and discovered the Mississippi riv- © 
er. After his death, his followers travelled down 
to the mouth of the Mississippi river, and through 
them the Spanish government claimed all the ter- 
ritory to the sources of the rivers flowing into the 
Gulf of Mexico, but made no explorations very far 
up these streams. 

The original claim of France to this territory 
_ was based on discoveries by Father Jacques Mar- 
quette, a representative of the church, and Louis 
Joliet, a representative of the French government, 
_who, in the course of their wanderings, floated 
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down the Wisconsin river to its mouth, and then 
down the Mississippi. They are said to have been 
_ the first white men to set foot on what was later 
Iowa soil. On their way down the Mississippi, 
_ they discovered foot prints, and a pathway on the 
west bank of the river, near the mouth of the Des 
Moines river, and, going ashore, soon found an 
Indian village, where they stopped for a friendly 
visit. This was in the summer of 1673. It was 
following their discoveries that the King of France 
named the vast extant of territory, to which claim 
was made, the Province of Louisiana. 

After the war of 1763, when England conquer- 
ed Canada from the French, England acquired, by 
a peace treaty, all the territory east of the Missis- 
sippi river. France, fearing England would claim 
the rest of the country, secretly ceded it to Spain, 
so the region again came under the dominion of 
the Spanish government. 

On October 1, 1801, Spain, by another treaty, 
ceded this’ territory of Louisiana back to France. 
On April 30, 1803, Napoleon, fearing that England, 
then ‘monarch of the seas, would take this territo- 
ry by force, sold it to the United States for the. 
sum of $15,000,000. For this consideration, France 
transferred to the United States all its right and 
title to the territory in question, which transac- 
tion has since been recognized as the “Louisiana 
Purchase.” 

The territory then acquired constitutes all of 
Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Oklahoma, Kansas and 
‘Nebraska, and parts of Louisiana, Texas, Colorado, 
New Mexico, Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Minnesota; however, the United 
States, in 1819, by treaty recognized that the north- 
ern line of Mexico extended north so as to include 
within its limits that part of Texas and New Mexi- 
co and a portion of the grant in Colorado, Kansas 
and Wyoming which had been included within the 
Louisiana Purchase. This territory embraced an 
area of 875,025 square miles, or 560,016,000 acres. 
Undoubtedly the boundary lines of the territory 
acquired by the purchase were but vaguely under- 
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stood, and not clearly defined at the time of the 
transfer. : : 

On the acquirement of this territory in 1803, 
the congress of the United States provided for its 
government. In 1804, congress passed an act, di- 
viding the territory along the thirty-third parallel, 
naming the southern part of the territory “Orleans,” 
and the northern part the “District of Louisiana.” 
In 1805, the district of Louisiana was organized as 
the territory of Louisiuna, and in 1812, the territo- 
ry of Louisiana was re-organized and its name 
changed to the territory of Missouri. In 1819, the 
territory of Arkanas was organized, taking in the 
present area of the state, and some additional ter- 
ritory on the west. 

In 1821, the state of Missouri was organized 
and admitted as a state in its present form. The 
remaining portion of what had been the territory. 
of Missouri was left for a time without any organ- 
ized form of government. In 1834, the unorganized 
part of Missouri territory was attached to and 
made a part of the territory of Michigan. In 1836, 
the territory of Wisconsin was organized, includ- 
ing what now constitutes the states.of Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and Iowa. On July 4, 1838, the territo- 
ry of Iowa was organized, embracing that part of 
Wisconsin territory lying west of the Mississippi 
river, and north of the state of Missouri. In 1840 
and 1842, elections were held:in Iowa territory to 
vote on the question of holding a constitutional 
convention, but in each case the proposition was 
defeated. In 1844, the question was again submit- 
ted and carried. Following this, delegates were 
elected and a convention held at Iowa City, which 
convened October 7, 1844, and agreed upon a con- 
stitution and boundary lines for a new state. 
These lines included a large part of the present 
state of Minnesota, but excluded a tract embrac- 
ing all of the present counties of Lyon, Osceola 
and Sioux, and parts of Dickinson, O’Brien, Ply- 
mouth and Woodbury. The proposed constitution, 
with outlines of territory for the proposed state, 
was submitted to congress for approval, but that 
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body saw fit to change the proposed boundary 
lines, and when it was submitted to the people at 
an election in April, 1845, it was voted down. 

In August of the same year, the question of 
adopting the constitution as it came from the con- 
vention was voted on and defeated. 

Another constitutional convention convened at 
Iowa City on May 4, 1846, and agreed to a consti- 
tution with provisions for state boundaries identi- 
cal with those of the state at this time, and also 
in harmony with a statehood bill then pending in 
congress. This constitution was adopted by the 
people at an election held August 3, 1846, the vote 
being 9,492 for, and 9,036 against the constitution. 
This action by the people of the proposed state 
was ratified by congress, and on December 28, 
1846, Iowa was admitted as the twenty-ninth state 
of the Union. 

The question of amending or revising the con- 
stitution was agitated in 1854; and the Fifth Gen- 
eral Assembly passed an act, approved January 
24, 1855, providing for the submission at the gener- 
al election in August, 1856, of a proposition for 
holding a convention to revise or amend the same. 
The proposition carried, and at a special election 
held the following November, delegates were se- 
lected to meet in Iowa City in January, 1857, This 
convention formulated the present constitution of 
the state, and it was adopted by the people at an 
election held August 38, 1856, by a vote of 40,311 
for, to 30,681 against the constitution. It went in- 
to effect by proclamation of the governor dated 
September 3, 1857. 

By provision of the new constitution the capi- 
tal of the state was located at Des Moines, and 
the State University was located at Iowa City. 


The first session of the legislature of Wiscon- 
sin territory was held at Belmont, in Iowa county 
(now LaFayette county), Wisconsin, commencing 
in October, 1836. This assembly selected Madison 
as the permanent capital of the territory, and pro- 
vided that, until the capitol was completed, the 
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legislature should meet at Burlington, Demoine 
county. Accordingly, the second session of the - 
legislature of Wisconsin territory was held at Bur- 
lington, beginning in November, 1837. A special 
session also met there in June, 1838. 

On the creation of Iowa territory, the first 
Legislative Assembly met at Burlington in Novem- 
ber, 1838. At this session an act was passed ap- 
pointing a commission to select a site within the 
limits of Johnson county for the permanent seat 
of government. The commission located and laid 
out a town to be called Iowa City, and commenced 
the erection of a new capitol. The removal from 
Burlington took place in April, 1841, and the third 
session of the Legislative Assembly convened at 
Iowa City in December, 1841. , 

After the admission of Iowa into the Union, | 
there arose a demand for a more central location 
of the seat of government, and the First General 
Assembly appointed a commission to re-locate the 
capital, and authorized it to survey and plat the 
town, and sell a certain number of lots. This com- 
mission selected Monroe City, in Jasper county, 
and surveyed and sold the lots, but the location 
proved so unpopular that the next session of the 
General Assembly terminated the functions of the 
commissioners, declared Monroe City vacated, and 
provided for the refunding of the purchase money 
paid for the lots. 

The agitation for a new location of the capital 
continued until the General Assembly, in 1854, pro- 
vided for the new capital, to be located within two 
miles of the Raccoon forks of the Des Moines riv- 
er. Commissioners were appointed who selected 
the site, and a company of private individuals 
erected the building, which was afterwards pur- 
chased by the state. It was a plain building, lo- 
cated where the Soldier’s monument now stands. 
The removal from Iowa City to Des Moines took 
place in the fall and early winter of 1857. 

The first steps toward the erection of the pres- 
ent capitol building were taken by the Twelfth 
General Assembly, in 1868, when an act was passed, 
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providing for the procuring of plans and specifica- 
tions. In 1870, the legislature made an appropria- 
tion for the beginning of the structure, and on 
November 23, 1871, its corner stone was laid. The 
building was dedicated on January 17, 1884. 


_ The first white settlement within the present 
limits of the state was made by Julien Dubuque 
and a small band of fellow French Canadians in 
1788. They worked the lead mines and traded 
with the Indians, shipping lead and furs in small 
boats to St. Louis, and bringing back merchandise 
and supplies of various kinds for their own use 
and for trade to the natives. Dubuque died in 
1810, when the settlement was abandoned. 

Other early French traders were Basil Girard, ~ 
who, in 1795, located within the limits of the pres- 
ent county of Clayton, living there for several 
years; and Louis Honori, who, from 1799 to 1803, 
had a trading post near the present town of Mon- 
trose, in Lee county. In 1804, Captains Lewis and 
Clarke, of the United States army, while on their 
exploration trip to the Pacific coast, passed up the 
Missouri river and blazed a historic pathway on 
the western border of our present state. While 
camped at a point near the present site of Sioux 
City, one of the members of the party, Sergeant 
Charles Floyd, was taken sick and died. He was. 
buried on a high bluff near the river, since called _ 
Floyd’s Bluff, and where a monument has been 
erected to his memory at the expense of the state. 

It was nearly thirty years after this, about 
1833, that the permanent settlement of the state 
of Iowa was begun. Previous to 1833, at various 
points along the west bank of the Mississippi 
river, cabins were erected by white settlers, but 
on account of trouble with the Indians, and also 
through forced compliance with the terms of 
treaties entered into between the government and 
Indian tribes, enforced by United States troops, 
the settlers were compelled to move across the 
river to its eastern shore. 

Various tribes of Indians occupied the country 
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at that time, the most important of which were 
the Sacs, Fr xes, Sioux, Pottawattamies, Winneba- 
goes and Ii vas. From the time of the Louisiana 
purchase in 803, down to the year 1851, various 
treaties we ; entered into between the United 
States goveiament and the various Indian tribes, 
all tending to the ultimate occupation and owner- 
ship of the country by the whites. The first of 
these treaties was entered into in November, 1804, 
by the terms of which the Sac and Fox Indians 
conveyed to the United States practically all of 
their lands east of the Mississippi river. In 1808, 
a military post was established on the west side 
of the Mississippi river, on Indian lands, and nam- 
ed Fort Madison. This was in violation of treaty 
stipulations, and the Indians resented it.. They 
interpreted this as an abrogation of the treaty 
and at once became hostile, aiding and assisting 
the English in the war of 1812. As a result of var- 
ious attacks on Fort Madison by the Indians in 
1812 and 1813, the post was abandoned. On Sep- 
tember 13, 1815, another treaty was entered into 
with the Sae Indians, which re-affirmed the treaty 
of 1803. . On September 14, of the same year, a 
similar treaty was entered into with the Fox In- 
dians; also one on September 16 with the Iowas. 
A treaty was also made with the Sioux Indians 
on July 19, 1815, 

On August 4, 1824, another treaty was conclud- 
ed with the Sac and Fox tribes, by which the In- 
dians relinquished to the United States all of their 
territory in the state of Missouri, and a tract in 
southeastern Iowa, between the Mississippi and - 
Des Moines rivers, south of a line drawn from a 
point where the Missouri state line touches the 
Des Moines river, and due east to the Mississippi 
river. A good many trappers and traders had 
married Indian women and settled in this locality, 
and the three-cornered piece of country afterward 
became known as the “Half-Breed Tract.” 

August 19, 1825, a treaty was concluded by the 
Indian commissioners, Clark and Cass, with sev- 
eral tribes, including the Sacs, Foxes, Pottawatt- 
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amies, Winnebagoes, Sioux, and some others, fixing 


the boundary lines of lands belonging to each 
tribe. The only boundary line of importance es- 
tablist din Iowa under this treaty was one divid- 
ing the »ossessions of the Sioux from those of the 
Sac anc Fox Indians. The lands of the Sioux were 
to the north and those of the Sac and Fox tribes’ 
to the south of a line described as follows: ‘Com- 
mencing at the mouth of the lowa river, on the 
west bank of the Mississippi, and ascending the 
said Iowa river to its left fork; thence up that fork 
to its source; thence crossing the fork of the Red 
Cedar river in a direct line to the second or. upper 
fork of the Des Moines river, and thence in a di- 
rect line to the lower fork of the Calumet river, 
and down that river to its juncture with the Mis- 
souri river.” ‘This, with other lines established, 
became known as the Clark and Cass boundary 
lines. 

On account of the extreme hostility between 
the Sioux and Sac and Fox Indians, an agreement 
was brought about, resulting in the setting apart 
of a-strip of country extending twenty miles each 
way from the Clark and Cass line between the 
possessions of the above tribes, to be cailed the 
“Neutral Ground.” It was agreed that the mem- 
bers of each tribe might hunt and fish anywhere 
on this strip of neutral ground without being dis- 
turbed by the others, but woe to the Indian who 
was caught by his enemies on the wrong side of 
this dividing belt of country. July 15, 1830, ‘this 
neutral strip was conveyed to the United States, 
the Sioux Indians ceding the twenty-mile., strip on 
the north of the boundary. line, and the Sacs and 
Foxes the twenty-mile strip on the south. On the 
same date treaties were affected with the Sac, 
Fox, Sioux, Omahas, [owa, Oto and Missouri 
tribes, by which these tribes ceded to the United 
States a considerable portion of the western part, 
or so-called Missouri slope, of Iowa. 

In 1832, there occurred a war with the Indians, 
known as the Black Hawk war. Black Hawk was 
a Sac chief, and the leader of the Sac and Fox In- 
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dians who refused to move from the ceded territo- 
ry in Illinois. In 1831, they had been practically 
forced to move across the river by imperative gov- 
ernment or ers, backed by a large force of the 
United Stat s troops and state militia. The fol- 
lowing sprin their numbers having been swelled 
by volunteer: ‘rom several tribes in Iowa, they re- 
crossed the \.ississippi river with Black Hawk in 
command, and there followed a brief but sanguin- 
ary war which lasted until late in the summer. 
The capture of Black Hawk ended the war. 

This war was followed by a treaty, concluded 
September 15, 1832, with the Winnebago Indians, 
who had assisted Black Hawk in his struggle, by 
which they ceded all their lands on the east side 
of the Mississippi river in exchange for the ‘“Neu- 
tral Ground” in Iowa; and on September 21, 18382, 
by a treaty with the Sac and Fox Indians, by . 
which they relinquished that portion of Iowa 
known as the “Black Hawk Purchase,” containing 
six million acres of land, and lying immediately 
west of the Mississippi river, between the ‘Neu- 
tral Ground’en the north, and the Missouri state 
line on the south. Four hundred square miles on 
the Iowa river were reserved out of this purshase 
for the use of the Sac and Fox Indians, which in- 
cluded Keokuk’s village on the right bank of the 
Mississippi river. This was known as Keokuk’s 
Reserve.” 

Again, on October 21, 1837, the same tribes 
ceded a tract of one million, two hundred and fifty — 
thousand acres of land lying immediately west of 
the Black Hawk purchase, between the “Neutral 
Ground” and the Missouri state line. At the same 
time they relinquished all rights to the country 
lying south of the Clark and Cass boundary line 
between the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, and 
on October 11, 1842, they ceded their title to lands 
west of the Mississippi river. 

The Winnebagoes, on October 16, 1846, ceded 
the “Neutral Ground” in Iowa to the United States 
in exchange for a tract of land north of St Peter’s 
river on the upper Mississippi. The Sioux Indians. 
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for many years claimed all of Iowa north of these 


concessions, but in 1851, a treaty was concluded 
with them, by which they relinquished to the gov- 
ernment their title to all lands within the state of 
Iowa. After ceding all their lands in Iowa by the 
treat, of 1851, the Sioux were loath to leave north- 
ern Ic va., For several years they hunted and fish- 
ed in. 1e vicinity of the northern Iowa lakes, and 
were always in trouble with the white settlers. 
These difficulties finally terminated in the massa- 
cre which became known as the “Spirit Lake Mas- 
sacre.” On the morning of March 8, 1857, a band 
of fifty Indians entered the white settlement on 
the southern shore of Lake Okoboji. Feigning at 
first the semblance of friendship, they suddenly, 
as if by concerted agreement, commenced an in- 
discriminate slaughter. From this point they 
went northward, continuing the slaughter. They 
remained in the vicinity of Spirit Lake several 
days, when they crossed over to the little settle- 
ment of Springfield (now Jackson), Minnesota. At 
this point they slaughtered several more settlers. 
At the lakes and at Springfield, fifty-three persons 
are believed to have been killed. 


No permanent. settlements were made in Iowa’ 
until after the close of the Black Hawk war. Short- 
ly after the treaty was concluded, white settlers 
flocked across the Mississippi into lowa territory. 
The first settlements fringed the Mississippi river, . 
in southeastern Iowa, the settlers coming from 
Illinois and other middle states. Following the 
year 1832, the settlers poured in by the thousands. 
Allured by the. reported beauty and fertility. of 
Iowa, they came from all parts of the Union, com- 
ing from New York and New England by way of | 


the Erie Canal and the Great Lakes, and frorn Illi- 


nois, Ohio, Kentucky, North Carolina, Missouri 
and other states by way of the rivers. The east- 
ern part of the present state, all along the Missis- 
sippi river, almost to the northern limit, was com- 
paratively thickly settled in 1835, and the tide of 
settlement from then on crept westward and 
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northward along the Des Moines, Fovwn, Cedar and 

other rivers. ; 

For more than a year after the white settlers 

commenced to flock into the territory, there was 

no established government in force. Lawlessness 

prevailed to a great extent, and it was in response 

to the dema’ 1s made by the better element of the 

settlers thr congress extended the boundaries of 
Michigan .rritory west to the Missouri river, and 

north of the Missouri state line. Shortly. after the 

boundaries of Michigan territory were thus ex- 

tended, the legislative council of the territory - 
passed an act creating the counties of Demoine 
and Dubuque out of the new acquisition. Dubuque 
county embraced all the territory north of a line 
drawn due west from the lower end of Rock Is- 
land to the Missouri river, and constituted the 

township of Julien; and Demoine county included 

all the territory south of this line, and constituted 

the township of Flint Hill. The same act estab- 
lished a county court in each county. 


In 1838, there arose a dispute between the state 
of Missouri and Iowa territory over the question | 
of the true location of the north boundary line of 
Missouri. The dispute came near terminating in 
civil war. The militia and volunteers were called 
out by both governors, and active preparations for 
open hostilities commenced. But wiser counsel 
prevailed and the matter was left to the courts to 
adjudicate. The supreme court of the United 
- States settled the question finally, and this adjust- 
ment was largely favorable to the claims of Iowa. 


In 1860, the population of the state was less 
than 700,000, yet she furnished nearly 80,000 volun- 
teer soldiers to help suppress the rebellion. Her 
forty-seven regiments of infantry, nine of cavalry, 
and four batteries of artillery were in the thickest 
of battle in all of the principal engagements of 
the war. In commemoration of the sacrifices that 
were made on the southern battlefields the state 
has spent a quarter of a million dollars in erecting 
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monuments to the courage, valor und sacrifice of 
her citizen soldiery at Shiloh, Vicksburg, Ander- 
sonville and Chattanooga. These monuments 
were dedicated by the governor in November, 1906. 
In the Spanish-American war the state furnished 
four regiments of infantry, two batteries of field 
artillery, a signal company, and a company of col- 
ored immunes, as her quota for the war with 
Spain. ; 
In the World War, 1918, Iowa, with a popula- 
tion of approximately 2,500,000, furnished 113,719 
men in the army, navy and marine corps. In 1926, 
the membership of the American Legion in Iowa 
was 21,348, while the American Legion Auxilliary, — 
with 475 units, had a membership of 23,410. 


II—-Pronounciation of “Ioway,” or “Iowuh,” Ar- 


gued by Authorities---Former Is Preferred 


eo 
le 


cq«N THE “Rear Seat” column of the Sioux City 
5 Journal, under date of February 23, 1931, is 

given a letter written by Frank H. Vizetelly, 

of New York, and addressed to J. W. Carey, 
conductor of the column, giving some explana- 
tion for the pronounciation of the name of our 
state, which will be edifying to the readers of this 
volume, and perhaps be an aid in the correct pro- 
nouncing of the same: 

J. W. C: Thanks for your letter concerning 
my article in the February issue of the Atlantic 
Monthly, in which I discussed the pronounciation 
of the name of the state of Iowa. I note by The 
Rear Seat that you prefer [owuh to Ioway. 

In. reply let me offer Edward B. Howell, who 
says: 

“In a recent issue of The Literary Digest a 
“humorous item was reprinted, apparently from a 
“small country paper, under the caption ‘In Ioway.’ 
“The final ‘y’ gives it a touch of provincialism. I 
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“was born in Iowa. My father was a pioneer of 
“the state. Being to the manner born, I have al- 
“ways pronounced the name of the state Ioway. 
“This may be provincial, but it is correct. Iowuh 
“is the pronounciation of the outlanders. 

“In such books as the Journal of Lewis and 
“Clark and Washington Irving’s Bonneville and As- 
“toria you will find Iowa often spelled with the 
“final ‘y.”. This is illustrated by the following pas- 
“sage from Noah Brooks’ recent condensation of 
“the Lewis and Clark Journal entitled ‘First 
“Across the American Continent,’ (page 16): 

“The tenth of June, the party had entered 
*“ ‘the country of the Ayauway nation.’ ” 

“This was an easy way of spelling the word 
“now familiar to us as Iowa. But before the spell- 
‘ing was reached, it was Ayaway, Ayahwa, Iawai, 
“Taway, and so on. 

“The legislature of Arkansas passed a law some 
“years since, prescribing the correct pronouncia- 
“tion of the name of that state as ‘Arkansaw.’ 
“Towa might follow suit with a similar law, but it 
“is not likely*to do so. As the influence of the pion. 
“eers dies out, the horde of newcomers saying 
“Towuh will sweep over their graves, and the cor- 
“rect Indian pronounciation of the word probably 
“will be as extinct as the dodo.” 

As I feel sure you would not attempt to justify 
the pronounciatioa of Pall Mall as “Faul Maul” or 
“Peil Mell, or “yah,” “yep” and “yeh” for “yes,” I 
trust you will allow me to point out that so far 
as the pronounciation of the name of the state of 
Iowa is concerned, the outlander produced the 
corruption, and the outlander must learn to cor- 
rect it. What Pope observes of the learned in an- 
other case is but too applicable in this: 

~ “So much they scorn the crowd, that if the 
throng 

“By chance go right, they purposely go 

wrong.” 

The story of the word Iowa belongs to the 
state. The lowas were a branch.of the main group 
of a southwestern Sioux tribe which received the 
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name of Pahoja, or Gray Snow, a name that they 
retain:d, but they were known to the white peo- 
ple by the name of Ioways, or Aiaouez, Now this 
name was spelled phonetically in both cases—one 
for the guidance of the English speaking people, 
and the other for the guidance of the French © 
speaking people. 

In 1689, the spelling Aiabaa was that used in 
American literature, and is to be found in Perrot’s 
Memoirs, page 196. The form varied at that time, 
and the plural was given, as Aiaouais, and Aia- 
ouez. In 1702, Iberville used Aiooues. (The acute 
accent, as you know, gives to the word the sound 
of “e” as in “they.”) By 1731, Ayoouais was used 
by Beauharnais and Hocquart, but varied in 1761 
to Aiauway, a form to be found in the Journal of 
Lewis and Clark. In the following century (1804) 
Aieways was used, and Aiowais was used by Pike 
in his Travels (1811), but in 1810 we had Ioway as 
a variant. In 1824, lawas and Iaways were used, 
and in 1825, Ihoway, which latter form is to be 
found in Senate Document No. 21, of the Eigh- 
teenth Congress, Second Session, The forms cur- 
rent in 1848, were Ayauais for the plural, and mi- 
nus the “s” for the singular, and Ioway. By 1858, 
the name took the form Ayeouai in the singular, 
with an “s” for the plural, and in 1905, laways. 

Whether or not the state legislature will final- 
ly decide upon the pronounciation of its own state 
name, which it. certainly should do, is a matter 
that must be left to the future. This is a case in 
which the pronounciation of the majority rules, 
notwithstanding the fact that the minority en- 
tered the state, mispronounced its name, and is 
now pharisaically striving to force the al tbey 
nounciation upon its people. As you know, “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness” are the basis 
of this great republic, and liberty of speech, ac- 
cording to the standards of the state, is not to be 
opposed by the ignorant hordes who overrun it 
and then seek to dictate to the people what they 
shall say, and how they shall say it. 
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III---Counties Organized In1851, With Woodbury 


First Named “Wahkaw,” an Indian Name 


the map simply as an unorganized Indian 

country—few settlers and no government. 

January 15, 1851, the Iowa legislature creat- 
ed the boundary lines of forty-nine new counties 
in western Iowa, in which was included Woodbury, 
then named Wahkaw, a name probably of Indian 
origin. This name was changed by an act of the 
legislature, January 12, 1853, to Woodbury, pre- 
sumably in honor of United States Senator Levi 
Woodbury, of New Hampshire. 

In 1839, about one hundred men, trappers and 
explorers, left St. Louis on the steamer, “Ante- 
lope,” for the regions of the upper Missouri, where 
they were engaged with the American Fur Com- 
pany. Some remained there, while others found 
their way back to civilization. A number of the 
party located in and near Sioux City, among whom 
were Joseph Leonais, Albert Pelletier, Paul Pa- 
quette, John LaPlante, George L. Tackett, a Mr. 
LeBlanc, and Gustave Pecaut. 

In the summer of 1848, William Thompson 
settled near Floyd’s Bluff, and was soon followed 
by an older brother, Charles, and another man. 
They were the only men to spend the winter of 
1848-49 in Woodbury county. A town was laid out 
at this point, named Thompsontown, and for a 
time was looked upon as the coming town. A log 
house was built there, and when the county was 
organized, in 1853, this point was made the county 
seat. 

During the month of May, 1849, Theophile Bru- 
ghier, a native of Canada, but of French descent, 
settled at the mouth of the Big Sioux river, about 
two miles north of Sioux City. Brughier had been 
with the American Fur Company a short time, 
but had left them and joined the Yankton Sioux © 
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tribe of Indians, and finally married a daughter of 
War Iagle. He became a prominent man in the 
tribe. , ! 

January 1, 1851, the Iowa legislature passed 
an act appointing three commissioners, Charles 
Wolcott, of Mills county; Thos. L. Griffey, of Pot- 
tawattamie county, and Ira Purdue, of Harrison 
county, to locate the county ‘seat of Wahkaw . 
county near its center, and organize the county, | 
and to meet within thirty days after July 2, 1853, 
and that an election should be held at Sergeant 
Bluff, and at as many other places as the organiz- 
ing sheriff should designate, and that the county 
seat should be named Sergeant Bluff. 

Under date of July 18, 1853, two of the three 
commissioners appointed to locate the county 
seat, reported that they had chosen for a location 
Lots 131 and 97, on Thompson’s recorded plat of 
Floyd’s Bluff, in said. county. This was just south 
of the present burial site of Sergeant Charles 
Floyd. Thomas L. Griffey, the organizing sheriff, 
no doubt called the election, which was held Au- 
gust 11853, at the-county seat, at which time sev- 
enteen votes were said to have been cast. 

The names of these voters in this election, so 
far as known, may be of interest, and are given 
here: Orrin B. Smith, Eli Lee, Curtis Lamb, Ed- 
win M. Smith and William S. White, from Smith- 
land; Marshall Townsley, Thomas L. Griffey and 
Joseph P. Babbitt. The last three had just come 
from Council Bluffs. William B. Thompson, the 
owner of the county seat site, and Hiram Nelson 
were the only other native Americans. Then, of 
the French settlers of the vicinity who voted were 
Charles Rulo, Joseph Marival, Theophile Brughier, 
Stephen DeRoi and Joseph Leonais. The names 
of the other two are not certain, but were either 
Francis LaCharite, Francis Bercier, his son-in-law, 
or Elie Bedard. These Frenchmen could not have 
been legal voters, as they were men from Canada, 
who had been with the fur traders up the Missouri 
river, and there had been no courts to naturalize 
them. 
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Thus was Woodbury county organized in 1853, 
before Sioux City was even thought of. 

At the organization of the county, August 1, 
1853, the entire territory comprising the present 
area of the twenty-four townships which go to 
make up Woodbury county, was but one township, | 
and, although there was but one, and notwith- 
standing the fact that the county was named 
Woodbury, yet this first colossal township was 
christened Sergeant’s Bluff, from the locality then 
known as Floyd’s Bluff, where was located Wil- 
liam B. Thompson’s house, in which the first elec- 
tion occurred, and where the organization of the . 
county was effected. Floyd’s Bluff was frequently 
called Sergeant’s Bluff, both names, of course, be- 
ing in honor of Sergeant Floyd, who died there in 
1804. The village of Sergeant Bluff was not start- 
ed until a year or two later than the organization 
of the county. ‘Thompson’s house, the first in the 
county, stood at what is now Floyd’s Bluff, five 
miles south of Sioux City. 

The original boundaries of the first township 
of Sergeant Bluff, according to Section 27, Chapter 
9, of the Laws of the Third General Assembly of 
the State of Iowa, approved January 15, 1851, were 
co-extensive with those of Woodbury county, and 
were as follows: “Beginning at the northeast cor- 
ner of Township Eighty-nine, north, of Range Forty- 
one, West; thence west to the main channel of the 
Big Sioux river; thence down the middle of the 
main channel of the Big Sioux river, to the middle 
of the main channel of the Missouri river; thence 
down the main channel of the Missouri river to 
the intersections of the township line between 
Townships Highty five and Eighty-six; thence east 
on the line between Townships Eighty-five and 
Kighty-six, to the southeast corner of Township 
Eighty-six, north, Range Forty-one, west; thence 


north on the line dividing the Ranges Forty-one - 


and Forty-two, to the place of beginning.” 
The migration from the east and the settle- 


-ment of the Mississippi valley had been progress- 


ing rapidly, and when the treaty with the Indians 
21 


he nig Royle va oo Te 
ew GileRWdd Inceolor ” | 
geld Gitaool ot mx? Dey son 


SW botesot sew xrovba i a a 

Sis tea uAE Hele ch cae demande - ea 
ei 10 Moltisimagye odd oudve bmn birdaiue: hee. ¢ 

ehtooupot caw Twill etnpett hodoahie, jaw ¥ ae ae 

“ad satioe to womisi tod all os ye ey, 3 

rt stevl? hell, odw .byolt domeg tot Ww toned o ae ama 

S7ald tod pew tal siasger® Yo ognitiw ‘dae 


. Bettexiiagre oA? ond? setul od s0 teey aL 
id ai tart oft seood a'ioegaiod’T ‘.ghuign 
dvi Mul «baht won ot dotiw aa, | 
teiibiitores sevlt olf to orn a 
, WAGEED NB notis02 ot gritrasan Me a. jr mash y 
bo, Welmotes ferenod) bid ode Yo 4 
oie (UBT 6! yiacnal boyvorgae aro: 
bhe.vittico gudbooW Yo. ets i i 
Wa teaehirws otis 16 qeimegetl”” tag 
irot synatl to rebabre ip idl 
edi “lo Iearindo yiser wri ot seo 


d Mwvis Lavoe ed (on 


i ert oat My 


_ that ceded western Iowa and opened it for settle. 
ment had become known, there was a general mi- 
gration from all through the east. The traversin;: 
of the Mormons to Salt Lake, the California’ goli! 
discoveries in 1849, and the Oregon settlemen| 
fever, had made well known the trails across Iow: 
and Nebraska. The more conservative settler: 
looked for great development in this new fertilc 

‘valley of the Missouri, and bright, enterprisiny 
men, farmers, speculators: and professional men 
were looking for and expecting a great influx o! 
new settlers. | 

From 1851 until the close of the Civil war, anc 
in fact, for a year or two after, no great influx o/ 
immigration set in, as it did later on. The gigan- 
tic struggle between the north and south, with it: 
bloody harvest of death and desolation, paralyze« 
for a time the great northwest. There was dan 
ger enough in the more thickly settled portions oi 
the United States, and possible emigrants to the 
northwest did not desire to add to their fears by 
placing themselves within range of the hostile 
sayages who had become bolder and bolder as the 
fate of the nation became more alarming. Some 
sections of the country lost population, instead of 
gaining, but in 1867, and onward, for several years, 
settlers in search of the rich lands of the Missouri 
bottoms and the Big and Little Sioux valleys, came 
pouring in. The prospective building of railroads 
also had a wonderful effect on all western inter- 
ests, and what might have been called a boom in 
that direction struck Woodbury county with great 
force. 

April 2, 1855, the state of Iowa took.a vote by 
counties, relative to the prohibition of the sale of 
intoxicating liquors. Upon a canvass of the votes 
of Woodbury county, the returns showed that 
thirteen voters were in favor of prohibition, and 
eighteen were opposed to it. . 

At a special election held in Woodbury county, 
February 11, 1867, upon the question of donating 
the “swamp lands” in the county to the Sioux City 
and Pacific railroad company, the vote stood 289 
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for, and 169 against the proposition, This was an 
inducement for the company to build its line from 
Missouri Valley to Sioux City, which was complet- 
ed late that fall. 

Again, on June 27, 1882, the people of Iowa had 
submitted to them the question of making it ille- 
gal to make, sell, or keep for sale, any intoxicat- 
ing liquor, including ale, wine and beer. It was 
proposed to make this prohibitory measure a part 
of the constitution. It was carried in the state by 
a majority of nearly thirty thousand, but became 
a dead letter by reason of the gross neglect of an 
enrolling clerk, but the next general assembly en- 
acted a statutory law, prohibiting the sale of all 
intoxicating liquors contemplated in the amend- 
ment voted upon. The vote in Woodbury county 
stood 1,163 for, and 1,220 against; the amendment. 


IV-— First Trails Blazed by Indians, Then Taken Up © 
by Early Settlers---Forerunners of Paved Roads 


os 


trails between Council Bluffs and Sioux City> 

it is hard to say. It is safe to say, however, 

that the Indians of this. and other sections 
were in all probabilities the original trail blazers. 
The Indians were always great travelers, and 
where they went, back and forth, soon made 
paths, which later developed into permanent trails, 
which were still later followed by the white men 
when they came to occupy the country. 

There was, of necessity, travel by land up and 
down the valley, on the east side of the Missouri 
river, and some, more than likely, along the pres- 
ent line of the Chicago and North Western rail: 
way, not so straight, however, but curving in 
places to touch the lakes for water. It so happen- 
ed that the present towns of Salix and Sloan were 


A when and by whom were made the first 


about on this trail, which, between these points, 
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was just west of and parallel with the present 
railroad right of way. , 

The early French trappers, before and after 
the Lewis and Clark journey in 1804, used this 
trail, on foot and on horseback, going up and down 
the river, through Sioux City and into Dakota. In 
the early surveys of 1852, this trail is marked on 
the government township plats. When the per- 
manent settlers commenced to arrive in 1849, the 
trail became a much travelled thoroughfare, and 
was taken for granted. 

The first recorded use of this trail was by 
Charles LeRaye, whose father, the Count de Chau- 
mont, came to America with LaFayette on his 
staff during the revolution, and obtained a large 
tract of land in northern New York. The son, 
Charles, in the. fall of 1801, went west as a fur 
trader, and with a keel boat and six men, came up 
the Missouri river with a large stock of goods to 
trade with the Osage Indians. After going up the 
Osage river several miles, they camped for the 
night, October 31, 1801, when they were attacked 
by a.party of Brule Indians, a branch of the Teton 
Sioux, whose tribal home was then on the Missou- 
ri river, somewhere near Fort Pierre. 

These Indians supposed they were attacking 
the Osage, with whom they had _ battled some 
time before, and in which encounter some of the 
Sioux had been killed. This war party had been 
sent out for revenge. The Indians captured Le- 
Raye’s goods, which they loaded on their ponies, 
and travelled in a northerly direction until Novem- 
ber 1, when they reached the main Brule encamp- 
ment in northern Kansas. LeRaye had been given 
his clothing, and also his papers, which enabled 
him to continue his diary notations three and 
one-half years. | 

The Indians separated. LeRaye, alone, was 
taken with one band, crossing the Missouri river 
into Iowa near the mouth of the Little Sioux river, 
on December 2, and then went on up the Missouri 
river, often near it, and arriving December 8, at 
the mouth of the Big Sioux river, making the trip 
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in six days. Undoubtedly the party had followed 
the same trail which had been used by them on 
their journey south, and passed through the sites 
of the towns of Salix and Sloan, but no special en- 
tries were made in LeRaye’s diary for those days. 

The party wintered near the mouth of the Big 
Sioux. After having been kept a prisoner through 
the winter, and having travelled through Dakota’ 
and Minnesota, LeRaye, and another Frenchman, 
escaped from the Indians on April 28, going down 
the Missouri river in a canoe. LeRaye was with 
the Indians, a short distance up the Vermillion 
river, when the Lewis and Clark party passed 
up the Missouri river, in August, 1804, and dis- 
cussed the question of attacking these voyagers. 

As early as 1854; a wagon road had developed 
along this trail. In that year a man named 
George Murphy arrived here from the east, came 
over this trail, travelling from Ashton, near Ona- 
wa, through Salix to Sergeant Bluff, and spoke of 
places where travellers stopped. Following the 
road up the river, Murphy came to the house of 
John Browns which had been built that summer, 
about three mile south of Salix. 

The primitive trails, after a time, developed: 
gradually into some semblance of permanent 
highways, but the process of transformation was 
extremely slow. For many years, practically the 
only work done in the way of building roads was © 
by the “poll tax system,” whereby every individual 
subject to the payment of poll tax, would go out 
with a team of horses and a scraper and haul in 
a quantity of dirt in some spot where it was most 
needed, without any uniformity as to system or 
location. The result, naturally, was a few scat- 
tered stretches of partially graded roads, and the 
rest remaining as trails. 

Several years ago, a state highway commission 
was formed, with powers to oversee the construc- 
tion of public highways. The roads of the state 
are divided into primary and secondary highways. 
The primary roads are under state contro] and 
are being hard-surfaced as fast as possible all over 
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the state. One of these primary roads, Highway 
No. 75, between Sioux City and Omaha, now skirts 
the east edge of the town of Salix. 

The secondary roads of the county are being 
brought into some sort of conformity by being wid- 
end and brought up to a permanent grade, and in 
many instances the roads are being gravelled. A 
patrol system has been inaugurated for the care of 
the secondary highways, and operators with road 
grading or leveling machines go over these roads 
at frequent intervals, thereby keeping them in as 
good a condition as it is possible to keep a dirt or 
gravelled road. 


_\V—-Lakeport and Liberty Townships, Formation, 


Location, and a General Outline of History 


HE history of Lakeport and Liberty townships 
is so similar in every way that.it can be told 
as though they were one and the same, ard 
whatever can be said of one can also truth- 

fully be said of the other. Both consist of a broad 
level plain, unmarked by hills or rocks, and each 
has a lake, or bayou, where the Missouri river un- 
doubtedly flowed some time in the past. 

Lakeport township stands fifth in the order of. 
creation, and was constituted June 38, 1867, ten 
years after the division of the county, in 1857, into 
four townships. The fact of the four divisions re- 
maining intact for so long a time, shows how slow- 
ly the county settled up to that period, but during 
those ten years the Civil war raged, and the peo- . 
ple had no time to think about changing their 
homes in the middle or eastern states for a doubt- 
ful betterment of their condition in the northwest, 
especially as the Indians, becoming cognizant of 
the fight Uncle Sam had on his hands, had grown 
extremely bold. 

The order setting apart a portion of Wood- 
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bury township, as passed by the board of super- 
visors, bounded and described the new township 
as follows: “All of Townships Eighty six -and 
Eighty-seven, Ranges Forty-seven and Forty-eight, 
and the fractional townships west of said Town- 
ships Eighty-six and Eighty-seven, Range Forty- 
seven,” 

An election was ordered, which took place Oc- 
tober 8, 1867, when the following officers were 
elected: Supervisor, Rufus Beall; justices of the’ 
peace, Joseph Greville, Hurlbutt Brower; township 
clerk, John W. Mather; constable, Robert Brower. 
The judges of this first election were H. Brower, 
W. D. Brassfield, Jacob VanOrder; clerks, J. Gre- 
ville, J. Allen. 

Lakeport township is bounded on the north by 
Liberty township, on the east by Sloan township, 
on the south by Monora county, and on the west 
by the Missouri river. Its soil is entirely Missouri 
bottom land, than which there is none better on 
earth. The soil is wonderfully productive, and 


- one needs go to the tropics to witness a more lux- © 


uriant growth than is seen on these bottom lands. 

When Lakeport township was first settled 
there was an abundance of excellent timber, con- 
sisting mostly of cottonwood and elm trees, but 
saw mills built there in an early day have made it 
all into lumber which was used for building pur- 
poses, fences and other purposes. . 

A singular conditions exists in Lakeport town- 
in the matter of running streams of water, for, 
notwithstanding that the Missouri river washes 
the entire western boundary of it, and there is in 
the central portion what is known as Sand Hill 
lake, yet there is no stream that is entitled to be ~ 
called such. The lake mentioned is a singular 
formation. It is about six miles from head.to foot 
and resembles a monster snake lying in a curved 
position, representing a rude crescent. It evident- 
ly was at one time the bed of the Missouri river, 
or a large bayou, as each of its ends are very near 
the stream mentioned. In an early day this lake 
contained some water, but was never what could 
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have been called a lake, but more of a slough, 
grown over with rushes and reeds. The name giv- 
en to this lake arises from the fact that its banks 
in places are ridges of sand, which are elevated 
above the surrounding soil. 

Liberty township was constituted November 
10, 1868, and was formed from Woodbury town- 
ship, bounded and described as follows: “West 
half of Township Eighty-seven, Range Forty-six; 
all of Township Eighty-seven, Range Forty-seven, 
and fractional Township Eighty seven, Range 
Forty-eight.” The boundaries at present are as 
follows: Woodbury township on the north, Grange 
township on the east, Lakeport township on the: 
south, and the Missouri river on the west. 

Liberty township also has a lake in the west- 
ern portion, called Brown’s lake. There is not a 
stream of water; nor is there a rock in the town- 
ship. Formerly there was considerable timber in 
the western portion, but nearly all of it has been 
cut and marketed. 

The scenery of Lakeport and. Liberty town- 
ships is peculiar. One stands in the midst of 
miles ‘of land as flat as a floor, not the rolling type 
that is seen everywhere in Iowa, but simply a level 
stretch, except a narrow portion that skirts the 
Missouri river. To the westward, however, the 
eye is relieved by the Nebraska bluffs, for along 
this portion of the county the bluffs leave the 
river. The impression left is that this whole river 
bottom was at one time the Missouri river. The 
present stream is simply what is left of the mighty 
torrent that once rolled its surging waters from 
north to south, now subsident against the bluffs 
mentioned. | | , 

Weedland was the name by which a very rich 
‘and productive section of Liberty township was 
known. It was quite populous, and was situated 
west of Brower’s lake, in the northwest part of 
the township. The settlementat one time contem- 
plated the application for a separation from Liberty 
township, the district to be known as Weed- 
land, but for some reason the project fell through. 
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Liberty and Lakeport townships, like most of 
the others in Woodbury county, suffered terribly 
during the great grasshopper raids. The town- 
ships bordering on the Missouri river possibly suf- 
fered more than those in the eastern and central 
portions of the county, as the hoppers struck the 
western line first. Some years ago an old resident 
of the county wrote of the pestiferous little pests 
as follows: as ; 

“On the 23rd of July; 1864, the ever memora. 
ble grasshopper raid began in northwestern Iowa 
and southern Dakota. Myriads of these winged 
miscreants put in an appearance. They were as 


thick and pestiferous in numbers as the creeping 


lice and slimy frogs were in Egypt in the days of — 
God’s judgment So thick were the clouds of 
these little invaders that the sun was at times 

darkened; houses, fences, trees, etc , were literally 

covered with the little pests, and, in fact, the en- 

tire face of the earth. Where they struck a house 

they fell in piles from one to two feet in depth. 
A lady in one of the towns where the hoppers paid 

a visit had géne out calling, and upon her return 

they were piled up so deeply at her door that she 

had to get her husband to remove them with a 

shovel. Fields and gardens looked promising, but 
in three hours not a vestige of the growing plants 

was left, and the fields were trimmed down to a 

half-inch stubble. Squash vines were the. only 

green things left, which, for some unexplained rea- 

son, the hoppers seldom or never touch. Hun- 

dreds of acres of luxuriant corn, whose rustling 

leaves inspired the poor settler with hope, were in 

a few hours swept away.” 

During the summer of 1877 the grasshoppers 
agaih visited this section of the country, and the 
damage done by the little pests was fully as great, 
or greater, than on any previous occasion. The 
hoppers appeared here without the least warning, 
coming in droves and swarms sufficient to obscure 
the sun. They settled in the fields, in the high- 
ways, on the trees, and in a short time all vege- 
tation would have disappeared.. 
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During the prevalence of these pests, the hop- 
pers would roost in various places, seeking warm 
spots if the weather happened to be a little cool. 
A favorite resting place of the insects was on top 
of the railroad rails. There they would sit and 
bask in the sunshine, there being but few trains in 
those days to disturb them. However, when the 
trains did come along the grasshoppers would be 
killed by the thousands before they could rise and 
fly away, leaving the rails in a greasy and slippery 
condition. Sometimes this condition would be- 
come so serious as to stall a train. Therefore, it 
was not an uncommon sight, during the preva- 
lence of the insects, to see a brakeman sitting on 
the pilot of the locomotive, with a broom in each 
hand, sweeping the hoppers off the rails in front 
of the slowly moving train, 

The grasshoppers again visited this section 
the following year, but in lesser numbers, and the 
damage done on this second visit was not so great. 
Since that time, however, the grasshoppers have 
never visited this country in such numbers as to 
destroy the crops 


_—_— 


VI—-Early Conditions, Home of the Buffalo and 
Other Wild Animals---Wild Game Also Plentiful 


1867, the country tributary to the present 

town of Salix was but a vast expanse of 

virgin prairie, where the buffalo had once 
upon a time roamed, and where other wild ani- 
mals had existed. The “bottom,” as the wide . 
stretch of country between the Missouri river on 
the west and the hills on the east has always been 
- called, is at this point some twelve miles in width. 
This bottom is traversed, north and south, by var-. 
ious little creeks and streams and sloughs. The 
running streams wended their way to the south 
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and emptied into other creeks and rivers, which in 
turn flowed on to finally empty into the Missouri 
river. 

The land on this bottom being of a very rich 
nature, was covered with a luxuriant growth of 
grass and wild hay. The buffalo had no difficulty 
in finding sufficient sustenance during the entire 
summer season, and in the fall and winter the an- 
imals would emigrate to the wooded sections, 
where verdure abounded, or where sufficient other 
forage could be found to sustain life until the ap- 
pearance of a new crop of grass in the spring. 

The abundance of bufialo and other wild an- 
imals naturally attracted the Indians from other 
sections, principally from the reservations in Da- 
kota, who came here on hunting expeditions. The 
buffalo was killed for its pelt, and except for per- 
haps a few of the choicer cuts of meat, the carcass 
would be left to be devoured by wild animals or 
birds of prey, or to decay. 

The unlimited quantities of ducks, prairie 
chickens, quails, geese, and other game, furnished 
the Indians with food. The Indian was an improvi- 
dent creature, giving no thought of the needs of . 
the morrow, and there was no thought among 
them of such things as the: cultivation of land for 
the harvesting of crops, or of storing food for the | 
winter months. He was perfectly satisfied with 
the hand to mouth existence he was following. 

But this land, rich beyond measure, and with 
a climatic condition equal to that of any other sec- 
tion of the country, was not to forever remain the 
‘happy hunting grounds of the Indians. The white 
men from the east and more settled parts of the 
country, began to cast envious eyes upon this gar- 
den spot, and a few of the more venturesome ones 
came here and in a small way began to cut up the 
virgin soil, plant a few seeds, and await the grow- 
ing and ripening of the same, and in the mean- 
time making: such little improvements upon their 
land as their slender means would permit. 

The county of Woodbury, or “Wahkah,” as it 
was first named, was created by an act of the — 
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legislature approved January 12, 1853. The divis- 
ion of the county into townships six miles square 
was effected between August, 1851, and August, 
1853. The sub-divisions of the townships into sec- 
tions was completed in November, 1855. Settlers 
who had located on this land before these surveys 
had been made were termed as “squatters,” and, 
under the law, had the first right to make home- 
stead entry, which, until the spring of 1856, could 
be done by appearing in the United States land. 
office at Council Bluffs and filing the necessary 
papers. After that date the land office was moved 
to Sioux City. 

The first lands settled upon in this vicinity 
were, of course, acquired by the homestead meth- 
ods. This provided that a settler could make en- — 
try upon a certain tract of land, a quarter section 
or more, and after living upon the same for a cer- 
tain length of time, and by paying the small fee 
required by the government, could obtain a clear 
title to the land and claim it as his permanent 
possession. "This method of procuring land 
attracted many settlers from other parts of the 
country, and this section gradually became set- 
tled by a prosperous class of husbandmen, men 
who understood the meaning of hard labor, who 
had come here for the purpose of making a home 
for themselves and their families, and, if possible, 
accumulate a little property that would take care 
of them when old age and infirmity came. 

But here, as in’ other parts of the country, 
the hand of the shrewd speculator was soon in 
evidence. At that time there was a certain laxity 
in the then existing homestead laws, which per- 
mitted persons other than actual settlers, under 
certain conditions, to “enter” upon more than a 
quarter section of land. These conditions consist- 
ed of the payment of a nominal sum, about $1.25 
per acre, for the land “entered” upon, regardless 
of the amount. This was rich for the speculator. 
There was absolutely no chance for a loss, if the 
land was intended to be resold, and most of it was 
taken up for that purpose. Any parcel of land in 
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this vicinity was worth much more than the price 
set upon it by the government, and there were 
sure to come later many who would be glad to get 
the land, even at greatly increased prices, 

The first persons to make settlement in the 
territory now comprised in Liberty township were, 
possibly, J. M. Cloud, A. S. Dutton and John W. 
Brown, who came here in the early ’50s. M. L. 
Jones also settled in this township about the same 
time, but did not stay long, moving to Little Sioux 
township. Joe Samuels was also an early resi- 
dent of Liberty. He was a Virginian, an Indian 
trader, and married to a half-breed, daughter of a 
French Canadian and an Indian woman. He later 
moved farther west. A. S. Dutton, mentioned 
above, went to Colorado when the tide set in that 
direction in 1858. At the beginning of the Civil 
war he joined the Second Colorado regiment and 
was wounded by an Indian while on a scouting 
expedition. 

Following this time, for several years, there 
was little or no immigration to this part of the 
county. Settlers had located at Sergeant Bluff, 
and Sioux City was yet “in the making,” and the 
few residents of those places seemed to prefer 
living “amongst friends,” rather than wandering 
off in search of some new location to settle. 

However, in the early ’60s a few of the more 
venturesome settlers began to come in, being the 
real vanguard of the future settlement of the town- 
ship, the earlier settlers being more or less of the 
transient type. These later comers began the 
laborious task of making a home for themselves 
and their families. A few log houses and sod 
shanties began to dot the landscape, where the 
settlers were living and in their small way help- 
ing in the development of the country. There 
were a few, though a very few at first, who had 
suffickent means to purchase a supply of lumber 
and building material for the erection of a modest 
home, but for the most part these early pioneers 
were composed of men and women who came here 
to lay the foundations for future wealth and hap- 
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piness, their only capital being a pair of strong 
arms, some knowledge of farming, and a determin- 
ation to overcome any and all obstacles that might 
arise to bar their way to ultimate success. — 

But the country slowly improved and the peo- 
ple. prospered. There were fat-years and lean 
years, but the settlers were gradually getting into 
such circumstances that they were not seriously 
discommoded by the lean years. True, during 
these lean years, which were “lean” only for the 
reason that prices of farm products were pushed 
down way below the ordinary levels, money would 
be scarce, but there was always plenty of good 
wholesome food to eat. 

At almost every farm house the cellars were 
filled with barrels of salted meats, vegetables, a 
keg of home made sorghum syrup, canned fruits, 
and the pantries would contain several sacks of 
flour, a bag or two of corn meal, dried hominy or 
hulled corn, a few choice hams and several slabs 
of bacon. All of these products were generally 
home raised and home cured. 

Then there was the wild game to be had: for 
the shooting. Wild geese, brants, ducks, prairie 
chickens, quails, and other birds were to be had in 
abundance. The lakes and rivers gave up generous 
catches of good edible fish. Everyone raised his 
own meat, milked his own cows, churned his own 
butter. and ate eggs from his own hens. The men 
wore home made shirts and overalls, and the wo- 
men made their own gingham and calico dresses. 

Incubators were unknown in those days, and 
the farmer’s wife attended to the setting hens, 
and found eggs for them to hatch. 

The boys and girls were glad to stay on the 
farm, and while the hours of labor were some- 
times long, and the work quite tedious, for the 
most part they were a contented lot. The young 
man who did not have a saddle horse at his dis- 
posal was rather an exception, and a few, indeed, 
were so fortunate as to be supplied with a one- 
horse, two-wheeled cart for summer use, and a 
home made “jumper” sleigh for the winter season. 


34 


Wa mt \cfuryie ca Shige cf Aenea | ec cr 
Dae > e4 rn el : is _ { ie : bf Dt " whe 
nee i nea ! ; 7] i he ; 
"e. lleg na Ly | es give 4 shines é : i i 
. ‘ a A oN ae a } on hy an 
eh wearin’ ’ he ive eed et at Le fad 
vs i! , . r C 2 Pepin ee SN Le i a y 
eats Ys LeTY rs Pes i), Ri, Las a i” 
ehh oe a EMTS toms as" ay A als 
ee ha a Ale 
, : & on ite Bates Par 4 ay 


tleuciiss don evow world Jud pte vapeson : 
puiiah. saxT xagoy, ctogi. oft, yd -bo 


edt ot vine "awal” stow doidw greey gaol Me 
boduancy aew wiouborg cual Ye hoping dat. Swe 
hinow yadoru. wloved erestthso ens wolsd yow 2 he : 


fraolg to sate ayewie aaw eros deed ven A 
Jag ot boot scnosslodw. - ih ee 
Siow siahies alt encod secret yisve leomis tA IEE a Te as rn 


4 svidelugey .steoot hetiss to eferved diiw bale iio aan 
atucnh boknas ave mpdpios sbem enrod to a % ye en 
¥6 alone, lereves nintcos biuow -usistaaq off bam Pei | 
10 Yotouul betth nec oxo 40 ovd. 19 gad 4 : | ire er 
edele lotoven baa scind sziods wel a ase om Sy ASE 


YWistoasy ots~ giouberng seoda to TA ore iA es et See eas 
tot bad ad od soney ‘bhew att aaw wcadt math: (aa ae Solas 
sivigtg @apeb wineid pessy BW yuhoota. ens Gey 
nd butted of sew ebzid yerlto hua alieup 
sOLoMe yg ye avag eravix hoa esdel od det 
eid healer sodysevA lee aidibs beoy. to wart a 
awe vid boausds. evwo nwo sit backlion saver | we 
awit alt sed awe sid crovtl epye ste bon aehiod. 
OW oft Bisa eliaxave bite eirxisia obec aenod toy x, 

nounesd ovties ban madgnty awe shah. ae ey 


ae: ia bs slats 


a 4 
LF 


4 : %. os oe ; ai «el 
ee ae ae Ee Ritecs eo By 


199°7212 


Parties among the young people were similar to a 
large family gathering, with everyone in the 
neighborhood invited and present. 

Along in the early ’80s came the roller shating 
rinks, where old and young disported themselves 
on roller skates, sometimes to the music of the 
town's brass band, but more often with no other 
incentive than to just roll along, singly or by 
couples. Not all towns were supplied with skat- 
ing rinks. The first town in this vicinity to open 
a rink was Sloan, in February, 1884, and later 
a rink was opened in Salix. The sport lasted for 
several years and finally died out, giving place to 
other forms of amusement. 

The country tributary to Salix continued to 
improve, new settlers continued to come in, new 
farms were opened for cultivation, and land which 
at first had been considered as unfit for farm 
purposes, was plowed, improved, and made to 
yield crops. The older farmers, those who came 


‘here early, enlarged their farms, the boys from 


some of these farms launched out for themselves, 
starting With a few acres and gradually increasing 
their acreage as their capacity for work increased. 


One of the things which seriously menaced 
the safety of the early settlers, as well as the se- 
curity of his personal chattels, including his build- 
ings, his stored crops and his live stock, was the 
prairie fire. To the more recent generations who 
have never seen a genuine old-fashioned prairie 
fire, it would be difficult to properly describe such 
a far-reaching destructive element in language 
that could be easily understood. ° eri, 

The rank growth of the prairie grasses, often 
reaching a height of six or eight feet, would, after 
the first frost, become as dry as tinder, and as 
easily ignited. Once let a prairie fire get started, 
and the unlucky individual who happened to be in 


- the path of the onrushing flames would have cause 
_ to tremble for his safety. 


The prairie fire of the early day was not so 
much different from the forest fire in the wooded 
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sections of the country, except, perhaps, that the 
former was the more easily ignited and would 
spread more rapidly, but both were very. destruct- 
ive and difficult to control or extinguish. 

As a matter of precaution, the settlers on the 
prairies would guard their properties with fire- 
breaks, or guards, placed around the stacks or 
buildings that stood in danger of destruction by 
fire. These firebreaks or guards consisted of the 
plowing of a number of furrows around the build- 
ings or other property to be protected, with addi- 
tional furrows a few rods farther out, and then 
burning the dead grass between the furrows. At 
times even these precautions would prove futile, 
the flames would jump the guards, and the unfor- 
tunate farmer would have a real fight on his 
hands. Occasionally the farmer would lose out in 
the uneven contest, and he. would be compelled to 
sit back and see his hard earned property go up 
in smoke. ie 

However, these catastrophes were of rare oc- 
currence, and even when they did happen, the 
matter was accepted in a philosophical manner,. 
and was considered as an incentive for more 
work, and more care exercised in preventing a rep- 
etition of the calamity in the future. 


——_—-——_—_-— 


VI{—-Early Settlers, French Canadians Among the 


First---Irish Families Also Pioneer Residents 


dians to arrive here were Richard and Fran- 
cis Lacroix, who arrived here from Canada 
in the spring of 1868. They were followed in 
1869 by Toussaint and Pierre Lamoureux and Fran- 
cis Hubert, and families, who also came from Cana- 
da. Pierre Lacroix and Jos. Choquette arrived 
here in 1872, the latter going to Sioux City, where 
he remained for a year or two before coming to 
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Salix. S. W. Haviland, a native of New York, 
came to Sioux City in 1855, and to Salix in 1868. 
A. T. Bigelow came from the east also, and arrived 
in Salix about tne same time as Mr. Haviland. 
These.men settled on farms just west of Salix. 

Joseph Small, Patrick Francis, the Harring- 
tons, and perhaps some others, were railroad build- 
ers, and came when the railroad was built through 
here. These people settled on farms in the neigh- 
borhood, and continued in the railroad building 
work at other places while continuing their resi- 
dence here. . 

At the beginning of 1876, there were quite a 
number. of prosperous farmers in the vicinity of 
Salix. The names a few are given here: Squire 
W. Haviland, A. T. Bigelow, .Theophile Brughier, 
L. G. Derome, Francis Hubert, Toussaint and 
Pierre Lamoureux, Joseph Choquette, Pierre La- 
croix, Pierre Chabot, Edward Cleary, W. H. Orcutt, 
Patrick Reedy, George and Ed Eveleth, Thomas 
W. Bundy, John Harward, Louis Gibeau, John. 
Redfern, F. O. Hunting, Sam Taylor, John Malloy, 
John and Lawrence Harrington, William Reynolds, 
Daniel Ryan, Michael and Eugene Harrington, 
Mrs. Sarah Small, Patrick Francis, John, Henry- 
and Charles Campbell, John, Andres and William 
Hollenbeck, James Allen, John Clary, Andrew 
-Cowan, James Mulvihill, A. W. Billings, Richard 
Harward, John Larson, Moise Haindfield, Franklin 
Schell, John O’Connor, W. C. Jett, the Flanders 
family, the O’Farrell family, William T. and John 
Mathers, Dennis O’Connell, and possibly some 
others whose names cannot now. be recalled. 
These men, with their families were living within 
a radius of five miles of Salix. Their farms were 
well developed, and some of them had reached the 
point where they were considered as being in com- 
fortable circumstances, if not “well off.” 

‘Besides the names given above, there were a 
number of settlers in the vicinity of Nairn’s Mill, 
in Lakeport township. Among these might be 
mentioned R. C. Nisbet, John Byers, O. R. Evans, 
Robert Ingalls, John Shimer, John Pope, George 
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Thacker, John Cain, and probably some others. 
Some of these men were engaged in farming, but 
most of them were employed in and around the 
saw mill. 

J. C. Currier and family and Jas. Jeffrey and 
family came here from the east, the former from 
Vermont, in the late ’70s. 

The next few years following 1876 were quiet 
in that there was not much change in the popu- 
lation. A few families came in at intervals, set- 
tling on some of the wild or prairie lands in the 
vicinity and proceeded to make a Tome for them- 
selves. In some cases the process was slow. The 
grasshopper scourge in the summer of 1877, and 
also the following year, was a serious setback to 
many, but the citizenry of those early days was 
one familiar with “hard knocks,” and not easily 
defeated. After each succeeding calamity, the 
men would buckle on their armor anew, and pro- 
ceed to “dig in” for another try. 

In these struggles against adversity, these 
pioneer men were ably and untiringly assisted by 
their women. Many a farmer, who could hardly 
have afforded to hire help during the busier sea- 
son, would be assisted in the cultivating and har- 
vesting of the crops by his wife, who could and 
did keep pace with him through the day. 


VIII-—Nairn’s Mill, Pioneer in Lumber Business, 


Cottonwood Lumber, Cordwood. and By-Products 


see TF) arrival of John Nairn, who came here in 
1869, from New Ulm, Minn., and started the 
operation of a saw mill in Lakeport town. | 
ship, about four miles southwest of Salix, 
was a great boon to the early settlers of the com- 
munity who had been occupying such primitive 
habitations as log houses and sod shanties, and 
other makeshifts that substituted for places in 
which to live until better could be procured. 
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Mr. Nairn, was a native of Scotland, and had 
been a resident of Minnesota for a number of 
years, where he had been following his vocation 
as a carpenter and builder, and his advent in the 
lumber business in this section was but the fol 
lowing of a line of work .with which he was thor- 
oughly familiar. The saw mill established by him 
in Lakeport township, was located in the midst of 
a forest containing thousands of acres of cotton- 
wood and elm trees, all of monstrous size, and just 
waiting to be cut down and converted into lum- 
ber. The land on which stood this timber has 
long since disappeared in the hungry maw of the 
Missouri river,and Mr. Nairn himself went to his 
reward many years ago, but the memory of this 
pioneer settler, and the good work he did, still re- 
mains fresh in the mind of many a man and wo- 
man of the community. 

Nairn’s Mill, in the early days of the life. of 
this section, grew to be a place of considerable 
importance. A large number of men were given 
employment in the operation of the mill, A list 
of the men*employed in and around the mill in- 
cluded R. C. Nisbet, John Byers, Robert Ingalls, 
John M. Cain, George Cain, George N. Gibbs, John 
Shimer, Clarence and Vernon Oakley, and. perhaps 
others whose names cannot now be recalled. 

Besides the regular employes of the mill, a 
large number of transients, generally residents 
of the neighborhood, were employed to assist in 
cutting down trees, scaling logs, cutting and haul- 
ing cordwood, and doing other work pertinent to 
the wood and lumber industry. | 

The lumber turned out at Nairn’s mill was of 
‘a high quality, accurately cut, and: always found 
a ready sale. Thousands of feet of it was turned 
out every year, all cut from a fine quality of cot- 
tonwood, than which there was none better for 
house or barn construcrion. Some of this lumber | 
was hauled to Sioux City, but most of it was used 
in the construction ot residences and farm build- 
ings in the community. No doubt houses and 
other buildings may be found in Salix, Sloan or 
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Sergeant Bluff, or the country tributary, whose 
framework was constructed of cottonwood lum- 
ber, and without a doubt the lumber was the pro- 
duct of Nairn’s mill. : 

Besides furnishing lumber and building ma- 
terial for local consumption, Nairn’s mill also fur- 
nished many hundreds of cords of wood for fuel 
each year. Much of this wood was sold to the 
Sioux City and Pacific railroad company for con- 
sumption in the wood burning locomotives in use 
at that time, and in the heating. of depots and of- 
fice buildings, and even for use in railroad coaches. 
The wood was delivered in Salix or Sloan during 
the winter months, these deliveries amounting to 
anywhere from one thousand to five thousand or 
more cords of four-foot wood. This wood was 
piled up in ricks, eight feet high and two or three 
hundred feet long. In the spring this wood was 
cut with a power saw and hauled away by the 
company for use at different places. 

The cutting, hauling and marketing of these 
large quantities of lumber and cordwood also fur- 
nished gmployment for a great number of men, 
with and without teams. Many a young farmer, 
who would fail to realize a sufficient income from 
the products of his limited farm to sustain him- 
self and family through the winter months, hailed 
as a godsend this opportunity to add to his meager 
income by hauling and delivering or chopping 
cordwood. 

The tops and branches of trees cut down 
were not marketable, and were given without cost 
to anyone who would haul them away. This pro- 
vided cheap fuel for many who could hardly have - 
been able to pay the high prices asked for coal or 
other commercial fuels. 

Subsequent to the coming of Nairn’s mill, 
several other parties came into that section with 
saw mills and helped in the cutting down of the 
timber and the manufacture of lumber. Among 
these may be mentioned Isiaah Bridget, Forney 
Brothers, and William and Benjamin Glover. 
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IX-—Theophile Brughier, Pioneer: Indian Trader 
and First Resident of Sioux City-—A Sketch 


Se ee tee ee 


HEOPHILE BRUGHIER, Sioux City’s first 

Up settler, was born in the parish of L’Assump- 

tion, near Montreal, Canada, on August 31, 

18138. His father gave him a good educa- 

tion, intending that he should take up the profes- 

sion of law. However, the young man, after the 

death of his sweetheart, sickened at the thought 

of the life ahead of him, and left it to bury him- 
self in the heart of the Indian country. 

Having had the training of a hunter, trapper 
and woodsman in his native country, and endowed 
with that spirit of adventure which seems to have 
been dominant in the French Canadians, and 
which produced those heroic characters known as 
voyagers, Brughier, at the age of twenty-two, left 
his home on October 14, 1835, and arrived at St. 
Louis some weeks later. The headquarters of the 
American Fur Company were located at St. Louis. 
Brughier entered the employ of that company, and 
left for the Indian country, November 19, 1835. 

Brughier and some companions started on 
horseback, and after a long and tedious ride, ar- 
rived at Fort Pierre on January 1, 1836. The party 
followed the Missouri river along most of their 
route from St. Louis to the upper country, and in 
passing along the bluffs on the Nebraska side, Bru- 
ghier noticed the fine bottom lands on this side of 


the river. He passed along these bluffs thirty-five 


tirnes, and in 1839, being on this side of the river, 


he camped on the very farm he afterward owned, 


in Lakeport township, at that time picking it out 
for future entry, which desire he later gratified, as 
he pre-empted it as soon as the land came into 
the market. He moved to his farm in 1869. 
Brughier landed at the mouth of the Big Sioux 
river, May 13, 1849, about six months after Thomp- 


son came to Sergeant’s Bluff. Travellers through © 


41 


“eA 
: 


dent. Poet eee aout IVETE oat 
Sw moe dviveq odd nt avod any 498 an ‘et oie oe 
8 Jemged 10 ,whera’) daossaoM Yao pe 9: Speed 
-sovbe. b60% # mid evay iadtad ail .8i8P par est esp 
Som, of? qu piled bluodde oid tadd gatiiagt Tete Ki choy 
odd ‘sila waar yanoy odt aovewoH wal ‘a Y ey ea ee 
tdguodt oft du byrevoie wreodteowe! aid ediane ss ae gaat 
‘ait giud- 98 ai fol baa .nid Yo baoda serie a ae 


Actitvion anibal add to ssodhede ~ 
wage otaed a Yo yoiniatt edt bead qe ee 
bewobas baa .ciauoo Svitam ald ob caceibibeti ties 
evied of watgos doidw sauimovhe Yo iecisge ibtiw 
hae .aaeitbateD) danett odd cl ta »theed: 
an awoat wastonteds siotad geodd tacateinaginider 
fel ovegtoows to eyo sdf da xentgodl i 


48 ta; bovivin bas .c8Bl bf aedpinO ino: id Lo 
mid 6 emiveophwod adT .ystal. rb | fe en 
Biwol 22 2% baiavol ovew ysaqmoD wil migtenA - oe a 
one deteqeteo tadi to yolgats edi berstas*andger Beato 
OE 24 rodeo ol wwatanoo meibod dpe Rat EY ; 
ao. beltete sanicmyntoo gatos hia ra. Ree ary a 
‘sa.ebin avvibed bas ynol « wile bee, tae We 


dheellabived 
ayag OT ARAL I yrowaal a9 oresit doa Bovis 
“stedt Yo toot groia wyix imei old 
ih baa \yraves noqia ads ‘OF aiueul AB & 
‘esol lepeoepeigenhh ieleetarpr fury 


‘evavutridd sDuld vsgit pitole hon 
op voce algae dei carte ar 
sowe binwiatin od vod 


Pht 


this country, before Sioux City was dreamed of, 
mention stopping at Brughier’s on the Big Sioux. 
Here he lived in a sort of aboriginal feudalism, for 
when he came he brought with him War Eagle, 
his wife’s father, the chief of the Yankton Sioux, 
and a large band of Yanktons. followed their chief. 
Brughier built a log house, around which was 
clustered the tents of the Indians. 

‘It was Brughier, who, needing a nearer source 
of supplies, persuaded James A. Jackson, of the 
firm of Tootle & Jackson, at whose store in Kanes- 
ville he traded, to come and visit him and look 
over the location with a view to opening a store 
in Sioux City. Mr. Jackson, much impressed, in- 
terested the townsite company, of which he was a 
member, in establishing a town near where Bru. 
ghier was located, and it was under the direction 
of this company that Dr. Cook, who was the father- 
in-law of Mr. Jackson, acted. 

For some years after the town was laid out, 
the Brughier establishment continued a noted 
landmark and threw its influence over the budding 
town. Reports of hundreds of Indians gathered. at 
Brughier’s are found in the stories of the pioneers. 
But though his presence with his Indian wife and 
relatives doubtless increased the proximity and 
numbers of the much dreaded Sioux, yet it is also 
true that his presence and power over the Sioux 
kept them from molesting. the young settlement, 
not only the Yanktons, with whom Brughier was 
allied, but other Indians, the Omahas, Blackfeet, 
and other roving bands, who dared not molest 
what the Yanktons respected. 

Brughier’s protection may be better appreciat- 
ed when it is remembered that War Eagle was the 
so-called border chief of the entire Sioux nation, 
whose responsibility it was to guard their country 
from invasion, trespass or encroachments. It was 
in his power to have stirred up the Indians against 
the white settlement so near their border. Itisa 
matter of history that .an occasional band of In- 
dians expressed displeasure at the nearness to 
their lands of the white settlement, but that Bru- 
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ghier, through his Indian associates, was always 
able to pour oil on the troubled waters by pointing 
out the advantages of having Sioux City so near. 


As a sample of the perfectly fearless character 
of this man, Brughier, an incident is related of 
him by others who have known his character in 
days gone by. He did not tell this himself, as he 
was as modest about his personal exploits as it 
was possible for any man to be. Before 1840, Bru- 
ghier was landed at a point on the upper Missouri 
for the purpose of making his way across the coun- 
try to the Fur Company’s camp. Almost as soon 
as he landed he was surrounded by a number of 


‘Indians, who, thinking to have a little fun at his 


expense, commenced to howl at him, and prod 
him with arrows. But they had yet to learn the 
character of Theophile Brughier. He whaled away 
with the butt of his gun and stretched out one of 
the Indians. He then stepped back and told the 
balance, for he could talk Indian, that if they mo- 
lested him again he would kill the’ whole party. 
There is*nothing that the fighting son of the for- 
est respects so much as courage, so they shook 
hands with the dauntless young trapper, and were 
always such friends that he could go anywhere in 
the northwest. 

What manner of man was Theophile Brughier 
is graphically told by Louis Gibeau, his adopted 
son, a long time resident of Salix: 

Did I know old man Brughier? Why, he rais- 
ed me from the time I was ten years old. I lived 
with him twenty-four years. I was born in the 
parish of L’Assumption, near Montreal, Brughier’s 
birthplace. The old man always tried to get me 
and live with him. He married a French woman 
that spring, and she didn’t get along with the 
children, and they were away at school and other 
places, and he was lonesome. I went to live with 
him when I was ten years old, and he was always 
good to. me as he was to his own ehildren, and 
when he went to Salix he had a contract to send 
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-supplies to Fort Rice and Fort Randall, and those 
places up the river, I drove four yoke of oxen, 
sometimes. There was nothing up there in those 
days but Indians. Most everyone was afraid of 
Indians but the old man. 

On the last contract the old man had to ous 
hay on the Indian land up there, four hundred In- 
dians all naked, with a blue streak down their 
noses, on the war path, came yelling over the hill. 
The old man said “Get to the wagons!” But the 
mules were in a leanto shed, and I did not want 
the Indians to steal them, so I went to the shed... 
They came on down and the old man talked to 
them, and pretty soon they sat around ina circle 
and smoked the old pipe. The old man gave them 
' alla big piece of tobacco. It was good tobacco, 
and he gave them lots of it. 

I said “They want whiskey. They will kill us 
if they don’t get whiskey.” The old man swore 
and said he would not give them any. They grunt- 
ed and went away. But they came back in three 
days and set fire to the whole camp. 

Was the old man afraid of them? I'll tell you 
how afraid he was. Oncea lot of Indians went to 
Sioux City and got a lot of whiskey, and they got 
so drunk that when they came to the old man’s 
one of them fell down. Then another fell on him, 
and there was a stack of them. The old man came 
and he took each one by the back of the neck and 
stood him on his feet. When he got to the bot- 
tom one he pulled him up and gave him a great ~ 
big kick and hollered at them to go. When he 
hollered “Go,” they went. Don’t care where it 
was, when the old man hollered, they went. 

The Indians would steal everyone’s horses, but 
they never stole his. They used to steal tnem 
from the stage drivers, and leave the stage out on 
the trail, with no way to go. Once I was bringing 
a team of mules down from Fort Rice. The old, 
man wanted me to come on the steamboat, be- 
cause the Indians were on the warpath, and he 
said they would kill me and take the mules. I had | 
not gone far when here came a lot of eiaaiee iS 
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thought they would surely take the mules, but 

they thought I was Brughier’s son, so they let me 

go. They never touched a thing of the old man’s. 
In winter, when times were hard, they would get 

hungry. Then they would kill a steer. The old 

man would go out and look at it, shake his head, 

and say, “Charge it to the government.” 

In winter, sometimes, the old man would feed 


- fifty or sixty Indians. In the fall he would killa 


big lot of hogs, and they would come and sit in a 
circle in the kitchen, and the old man would give 
them flour, sugar, meat and coffee. Did he know 
them? Some of them, but he didn’t care. They 
were hungry, and he didn’t care what their names 
were. : 


In later life, Brughier moved to a farm near 
Salix, where he spent the last years of his life. 
Dr. E. D. Frear knew him well at this time and he 
has written the following sketch of his closing 
years, which were in marked contrast to those 
early days of adventure and excitement: ; 

The pidneer life of Theophile Brughier has 
been written by Constant R. Marks, and others, 
and it is only for me to give my recollections of 
the old warrior as I knew him, while residing at 
Salix from 1882 to 1886. I had heard much of him 
previous to this time, and had pictured him as a 
frontier Indian fighter, coarse and uncouth, like 


_ those of whom I had read in dime novels. 


I had been in the village but a short time 
when I received a summons to go to the Brughier 
home to administer to one of his hired men who 
was sick. As I approached the house, I found a 
well kept farm home, large and commodious, and 
well up to the standards of farms of that day. The 
yards and buildings were well stocked with cattle — 
and hogs. The farm house was the equal of any I 
had seen in that neighborhood and was luxurious: . 
ly furnished. As I entered the yard, I was met by 
a stout, well built man, apparently about sixty 
years old, although I afterward learned he was 
nearly eighty, whom I found to be Brughier. He 
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was of dark complexion, gray hair, a full but neat- 
ly trimmed beard, was about five feet and ten 
inches tall, and probably weighing two hundred 
pounds. He talked in a strong bass voice with a 
French accent. He seemed extremely worried 
over the condition of the sick man, and felt a great 
relief when I told him it was only a mild case of 
measles. 

I found the farm to consist of about four hun- 
dred acres, and it was intensively cultivated, ac- 
cording to the methods of that day farming. He 
had several men in his employ, and I learned that 
his only requirement of a hired man was that he 
do the same amount of work as that done by him- 
self. 

Mrs. Brughier was a French woman, stoutly 
built, something like her busband, and apparently 
a firstclass housekeeper. This was the wife known 
as “Victoria,” who was a: white woman, and whom 
he had married in St. Louis. She was kind and 
considerate to those in her household, and I can 
testify to many kind deeds done by her to the sick 
and afflicted in the neighborhood, especially those 
who were her own countrymen. 

Brughier was an indefatigable worker, and 
took great pride in his farm. His stock was al- 
ways of the best. He prided himself on being the 
manager of his farm. Many times I have seen 
him on his riding plow, leading the other men in 
the field, and also on his farm wagon, delivering 
his farm products to the market. He was a man 
who prided himself upon keeping his credit good, 
and while he sometimes contracted bills, he was 
always prompt in their payment, and resented 
what he called being “dunned.” I distinctly re- 
member when a new postoffice clerk placed a no- 
tice in his box stating that his box rent was due. 
When Brughier saw it, a protest long, loud and 
vigorous was rendered, and he had considerable 
to say about a man who would dun him for fifteen 
cents. He even threatened to get his mail else- 
where if the indignity were repeated. 

In his personal appearance, | Brughier was the 
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acme of neatness. His full beard was kept neatly 
trimmed, and when he left the farm he was always 
dress in well fitting clothes. He was not a man 
to have much to say about his frontier life. i nev- 
er heard him allude to it but once. lt was a 
stormy night, and for some reason he was detain- 
ed in town, although he was seldom in town ex: 
cept such times as was required for the trensac- 
tion of his business, but this particular night he 
had visited the drink emporium and had indulged 
in enough of the fluids therein dispensed to some- 
what limber the talking centers of his brain. He. 
then came into the store and for two hours re- . 
hearsed some of the incidents that have implant- 
ed his name in the history of the northwest and 
placed it beside those of Daniel Boone, Kit Carson: 
and others who have blazed the path from the life 
of the aborigines to civilization. 

‘I regret that I cannot record the things in 
that wonderful man’s life that I heard that night, 
but as the time is over forty years in the past, 
and as I made no notes, I can only say that what. 
he related Was a confirmation of what I had heard 
of his previous life In my memory I can see him 
as he grew strong in the recital of hairbreadth es-’ 
capes, the hardships of captivity, of intrigues for 
his assassination, and finally of the part he played 
in the final relinquishment of the Sioux domain 
for the use of the white settler. 

Brughier was always found Sunday mornings, - 
a faithful member of the Salix Catholic church. 
He was usually a central figure in all gatherings, . 
and his counsel was held in esteem by his friends. 
After his death he was buried in the Catholic cem- 
etery, three miles north of Salix. A few years ago 
his remains were removed from this cemetery, and 
were laid in their final resting place on War Eagle © 
Bluff, near the mouth of the Sioux river, north: 

- west of Sioux City. His grave is near that of the 
illustrious Indian chieftain, War Eagle, and a suit- 
able monument, properly inscribed, has been 
erected to the memory of both. This monument 
was formally dedicated, September 22, 1926, and 
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the ceremonies were attended by a large number 
of friends, many from Salix being present, as wel! 
as a granddaughter, Mrs. Mercy Bonnin, and her 
- daughter, from Charles Mix county, South Dakota. 


—- 


Brughier took to wife, Indian fashion, two of 
the daughters of the famous Sioux Chief, War 
Eagle, and lived with them in this country, they 
dying in 1857 and 1858. He had several handsome 
children by these wives, and two of the boys were - 
educated at Ann Arbor and St. Louis. After his 
sojourn in the upper country, he came to Salix in 
1869, and settled on the land he had some time 
before pre-empted, in Section 10, Lakeport town- 
ship. He married later, a lady from St. Louis, 
who presided over his home here, and cared for 
her husband up to the time of his death, which 
occurred in February, 1895. Mrs. Brughier died 
several years later. 


X-—Genesis of Salix, Samuel Taylor, Merchant in 
1869, Postmaster in 1874, Followed by DeMun 


HE town of Salix, like some of its neighbors, 
had its inception with the coming of the 
railroad. Development of the town at first 
was slow. A few venturesome settlers from 

the overcrowded eastern states came in and took 

up homesteads in the vicinity, or bought some of 
the cheap land which had been put up for sale at 
prices that would induce settling on and improv- 
ing the same. During these constructive years, 

Sioux City was the natural trading point, both for 

the few settlers in the rural districts, as well as 

for the residents of the town. 

The Sioux City and Pacific railroad was built 
from Missouri Valley to Sioux City in 1867, and 
Salix was probably platted the next year by John 
I. Blair, the man who had financed the building of 
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the railroad. The company built a section house 
for the accommodation of the railroad laborers. 
This house was built at a point about a mile north 
of the present townsite of Salix, in what was then 
known as Round Grove. It was probably the in- 
tention at first to locate the townsite at that place, 
but, for some reason or other, the town was platted © 
at its present location, and the section house was 
later moved here. 

The town of Salix received its name A Secit the 
fact of there being so much willow in the town- 
ship. The promoters of the town did not want to 
call the future village “Willow,” so they hunted 
up the botanical term for the common willow, 
which was found to be “Salix longfolia.’” Hence — 
the name “Salix.” 

Some time between. 1868 and 1870, Sam Tay- 
lor and family arrived here from the east and set- 
tled first on land just west of town. After a short 
residence there, Mr. Taylor sold this tract of land > 
to Joseph Small and then purchased a farm just 
east of. town, which is now owned by the Clary 
estate, ‘and has always been known as the Taylor - 
farm. Some time before the coming of the rail- 
road, Mr. Taylor had put up a small building at a 
point between his farm and the railroad, where he 
operated a small store for the accommodation of 
the few settlers of the community. 

During his reign as a merchant in Salix Mr. 
Taylor also acted in the service of Uncle Sam as 
postmaster, and it was his duty to care for the re- 
ceiving and dispatching of the United States mail. 
During that time however, these duties did not — 
take up all of his time, and his spare hours were 
taken up with his farm operations. The store op- . 
erated by Mr. Taylor contained such necessities as 
brown sugar, flour, tea, green coffee, calico and 
tobacco. At the times when the duties at the 
store did not require his attention, Mr. Taylor 


- would close up the place and repair to his farm, 


or call on some neighbors. lt has been related, 
upon. good authority, that when Mr, Taylor was 
obliged to leave his store, and the postoffice, he 
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would take the day’s receipt of mail and place it 
in his hat, distributing the same to the patrons of 
the office as he met them on the highways, thus 
inaugurating, no doubt, what was then the first 
and only free delivery mail system in the county. 

About the year 1875, C. A. DeMun, who also 
came from the east, opened a store in a small 
building which stood a few rods north of the cec- 
tion house, on the east side of the railroad track. 
Mr. DeMun carried a stock of goods adequate to 
the needs of the clientele of that day. In due 
course of time, also, Mr. DeMun received the ap- 
pointment as postmaster, succeeding Sam Taylor, 
and the duties of that office were transferred to 
his store. Whether partisan politics had anything 
to do with the change in postmasters at that time, 
it is impossible to learn at this late date. 

Some time during the year 1875, the Catho- 
lics of the community erected a small house of 
worship at the corner of Willow and Tipton 
streets, on the site now occupied by the Sorenson 
carpenter shop. This was probably the first build- 
ing erécted on the platted site of the town, on the 
west side of the railroad. 

In the spring of 1876, Maxime Duchaine, of 
Montreal Canada, arrived here and built a black- 
smith shop on land just west of the present site 
of the Farmers Elevator. A little later, Mrs. Du- 
chaine and six small children arrived here, and for 
a time the family lived with Francis Hubert, a 
brother of Mrs. Duchaine, who lived on a farm in 
Lakeport township. | . 

After a few months, Mr. Duchaine erected a 
log house on land in the west part of town, just 
east of the F. J. Jauron residence. The Duchaine 
family lived in this log house for nearly two years, 
and here another child was born, a girl, the first 
child to be born within the boundary lines of the 
town of Salix. This girl, now Mrs. N. E. Edwards, 
is a resident of Sioux City. 

In the summer of 1876, C. A. DeMun_ decided 
to move his business to the west side. of the rail- 
road, onto the townsite proper. He built a house 
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on the corner of Willow and Talbot streets, which 
he occupied as a store, and following his marriage 
in August of that year, occupied’ the upper part of 
the building, which had been fitted up as living 
rooms. Mr. DeMun continued to operate his 
store in this location until the summer of 1877, 
when he disposed of the building and stock to 
Eugene Harrington. ' 

Mr. Harrington, desiring to enlarge his store 
facilities, proceeded to erect a new and larger 
building on the lot just north of his recent pur- 
chase, into which he moved his stock of general 
merchandise. At this time, also, Mr. Harrington 
received the appointment as postmaster for Salix, 
to succeed C A. DeMun, his commission being 
issued October 31, 1877. 

The original building, vacated by Mr Harring- 
ton, was sold to Max Duchaine, and the same was 
moved to the lot on the north side of the half- 
block, next to the alley. This building, after hav- 
ing been remodelled, and an addition built on the 
south side, was for a number of years occupied by 
the Duthaine family, who operated a hotel and 
boarding house. This building is still in evidence 
in Salix and forms the main part of the present 
residence of Mrs. J. A. Keeler. 

‘In 1877, after the removal of the C. A. De- 
Mun stock of merchandise into a building on the 
west side of the railroad, the authcrities of Lib- 
erty township decided to open a school in the 
building vacated by Mr. DeMun. The room was 
small, but comfortable, and instead of the regu- 
lation school desks, a bench had been built - 
around three sides of the room, with a seat in 
front, so that when the pupils were at study they 
sat with their backs to the teacher. Mrs. S. W. 
Haviland was the first and only teacher employed 
in that school. 

During the summer of the same year, 1877, a 
violent windstorm swept over the town of Salix. 
The Catholic church building, which had but a 
short time before been rebuilt and enlarged, was 
blown down and reduced to a mass of ruins. The 
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building was immediately rebuilt, the new struc- 
ture being much larger and more substantial than 
the original house. 

In the summer of 1877, Alfred Pepin and fami- 
ly arrived here from Canada to make their home. 
Mr. Pepin was a carpenter by trade, and with the 
prospect of much building, his advent in the town 
was welcomed. One of. the first pieces of work 
done by him was to help in the rebuilding and en- 
larging the Catholic church building, and in the 
erection of the new structure after the destruction 
of the first one by a wind storm. 

Some time during the year 1878, the Metho- 
dist people of the community, feeling the need of 
achurch building, put up a house at the north- 
west corner of the intersection of Tipton and Pop- 
lar streets. The building was not pretentious in 
size, but it adequately served the congregation for 
several years. “ 

That same year, 1878, the school authorities 
of Liberty township made arrangements with the 
Methodist people for the use of their church build- 
ing as a school room, and accordingly the fall term 
of school opened in that building, with George N, 
Gibbs as teacher. The enrollment was perhaps 
thirty-five or forty pupils, and chairs were used in 
the room instead of school seats and desks. 

This building served as a school until 1880, 
when the district board authorized the erection of 
a building on their lot at the southwest corner of 
the intersection of Willow and Tipton streets. The 
building put up was perhaps 20x30 feet in size, 
with cupola and bell, and two front entrances, and 
was, when put up, considered a very modern build- 
ing. Here also, George N. Gibbs was the first 
teacher to be employed in the new school. 

The school population in the country tribu- 
tary to Salix at this time was taken care of in the 
following schools: The Nairn school, situated 
near Nairn’s saw mill, and the Brughier school, sit- 
uated on the Brughier farm, one and one-half 
miles straight south of Salix, both in Lakeport 
township; the Mathers school, one mile west and 
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one-half mile north of Salix; the Campbell school, 
one-fourth mile east and two and one-half miles 
north of Salix, and the Weedland school, about 
eight miles northwest of Salix. 

LeRoy Sweet, arrived in Salix about the year 


. 1880, and opened a firstclass harnessshopina build- 


ing belonging to B. Fortier, and located on Poplar 
street. In those early days, all harness used by 
the farmers were hand made, and a large propor- 
tion of them were made locally. Mr. Sweet was 


an expert in his line of work, and the harness 


turned out from his shop was the best that could 
be made. Mr. Sweet and his wife made their home 
in rooms in the rear of his shop. 

In 1880, the building and stock of general mer- 
chandise belonging to Eugene Harrington, were 
sold to Bigelow & Moon, a firm composed of A. T. 
Bigelow, a farmer living west of town, and W. G. 
Moon. Later Mr. Bigelow disposed of his interest 
to George N. Gibbs, who had been employed as 
teacher in the local school. Following the transfer 
of the stock and business the. new proprietors 
proceeded to erect a large wareroom on the south 
side of the store building, and a large stock of new 
goods was added. During the first few years, this 
store was alone in catering to the wants of the 
people of the community, and the circle of custom- 
ers served included the residents of the territory 
extending from the Missouri river on the west to 
the hills on the east, a distance of about fifteen 
miles, and midway to the towns of Sergeant Bluff 
on the north and Sloan on the south. Also, during 
the winter, the store drew a large patronage from 
the Nebraska side of the river, both from the 
white men and the Indians. 

In November, 1880, W. G. Moon was named as 
postmaster for Salix, to succeed Eugene Harring- 
ton, who had held the office since October 31, 1877. 
Mr. Moon’s tenure of office commenced on Novem- 


* ber 22, 1880. There was no change in the location 


of the office under the new postmaster. 
Frank VanDusen, a native of Vermont, arrived 
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in Salix during the year 1880. Mr. VanDusen was 
a blacksmith by trade, and the location appearing | 
good to him, he proceeded to put up a building on 
Tipton street, and opened the second shop. 
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XI—-The Indian Scare, First Launched as a Joke, 
Reached Alarming Proportions Before the End 


ee 


HERE was a time, during the early settlement | 
of this section, when the Indians from the 
Winnebago Agency, just across the river, in 
Nebraska, made regular pilgrimages to Salix, 

and other towns on the Iowa side of the river, 
bringing such wares as hand made baskets, axe 
handles, and other articles, and, in season, various 
kinds of small fruits and berries gathered in the 
woods and on the hillsides. These articles were 
offered for sale to the merchants, or would be ped- 
died from house to house and sold to the house- 
wives. ™ 

The presence of these Indians was taken as a 

matter of course, and no one pretended to be afraid 
of them, and they were considered as a harmless 
lot, except as they might indulge in such pilfering 
of small articles as might be left lyirg around 
loose. Numbers of these Indians were employed 
on farms during the corn picking season, and great- 
er numbers were engaged in cutting cordwood in 
the timbered districts during the winter months, 
but they were seldom employed in other branches 
of farm work. The Indian would not work at any 
kind of labor unless he could be accompanied at 
all times by a white man to coach‘ him along and 
show him the way. But, as a whole, the red men 
were a peaceful bunch, as far as our people were 
concerned, and they were welcomed as barterers 
and purchasers of goods at the corner grocery. 

It was, then, with considerable consternation 

‘that, on a certain day in the late ’70s, the exact 
date is immaterial, that a report of an Indian 
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uprising on the Nebraska side of the Missouri 
river, was given currency in this neighborhood. 
These reports, though somewhat vague, were to the 
effect that a raid on the settlers of Liberty and 
Lakeport townships was imminent, and that it was 
necessary to keep a vigilant eye on the movements 
of the members of the Indian tribe. 

These reports of an impending raid rapidly 
grew in proportions. Each repetition of the story 
had some detail or particulars added, and in some 
instances stories of real Indian massacres were 
given out, and giving names and dates, but with- 
out mention of the exact localities. The people on 
this side u1 the river were given no choice other 
than to believe that the stories were true, and 
all precautions were made to combat the invasion 
of the red warriors when it should occur. 

Some of the settlers, living at some distance 
from neighbors, and refusing to stay through the 
night in their homes, would go out. on the bot- 
toms, north and east of Salix, and spend the hours 
until merning *n the home of some friend, or in 
an improvised camp of their own. The home and 
the live stock would be left on the place, and at 
the mercy of the invaders, should they come. © 

In one instance a story was circulated, and 
it was repeated with some degree of certainty, to 
the effect that a farmer and his wife, residents of 
Lakeport township, who were blessed with a num- 
ber of small children, one day decided that it was 
unsafe to remain in the home during the night. 
In the early evening the family would be loaded 
into a lumber wagon and driven out to some place 
of suppusedly greater security, only to return in 
the morning to find everything as it had been left 
the night before. One evening, after the family had 
departed from the home, it was discovered that 
one of the children had been left behind, and the 
fact had not been discovered until they had trav- 
elled some distance from their home. The dis- 
tracted mother mentioned the fact to her husband, 
and asked that they turn back and go in search of 
the missing child. The man replied that he “could 
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not sacrifice the safety of the rest of the family for 
the sake of one, and that they had better continue 
on their journey rather than return to the home 
and all be massacred.” When the family return- 
ed the next morning, the child was found safe and 
sound in the home, where it had remained alone 
through the entire night. 

The people living in town were also in a 
state of constant dread of what might happen to 
them when the Indians came. The Duchaine ho- 
tel was a popular place of refuge for those of the 
citizens who lived in the outskirts of the village, 
and they congregated there in the evening to re- 
main through the night. Regular sentinels were 
on guard at the windows, and every time a horse 
would stamp its feet or kick the sides of its stall 
in the barn, it was thought the Indians were com- 
ing, and that the noise was the shooting. At such 
times the whole household would be awakened, 
watchers would be re-inforced, and the vigil con- 
tinued until morning. 

But*this state of uncertainty could not con- 
tinue. The nerves of the settlers, both in town 
and country, were keyed up to the highest pitch, 
and something had to be done to relieve the ten- 
sion, But what? 

Some of the more courageous of the inhab- 
tants began to make a careful and cautious inves- . 
tigation, and then the truth came out. The whole 
affair was a hoax, started by a certain gentleman, 
then a resident of Lakeport township, whose pro- 
pensities for practical joking were well known. 

It seems that a travelling man from a neigh- ° 
boring city had occasion to visit this section. of 
Lakeport township, and with this joke-loving resi- 
dent, had walked over to the bank of the Missouri 
river, and while there they noticed a canoe or two 
with Indian occupants. The travelling man made 
some remark concerning the proximity of the In-. ~ 
dians, and enquired of his companion whether the | 
red men had ever molested the white settlers on 
the Iowa side of the river. The Lakeport man 
answered that they had not, as yet, “but we hear 
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‘they are on the verge of an uprising, and the men 


in the boat were probably scouts sent out in ad- 
vance to reconnoiter and get ‘the lay of the land.’” 

This visitor, upon his return to the city, gave 
the story as it was given to him, supposedly in 
good faith, and soon others repeated it, with per- 
haps a little embellishment, and each one trying 
to make the story a little more sensational, until 
it had reached such proportions that the people 
expected a visit from the Indians, with the re- 
sultant massacre and extermination of the white 
inhabitants. 

Fortunately, during the two weeks or more 
of the “scare,” not an Indian was seen on the Iowa 
side of the river. The state of mind of the people 
was such that had a member of the tribe visited 
this section he would have been summarily dealt 
with, and a real war would have been precipitated. 
Whether the resident of Lakeport township had 
anything to do with keeping the Indians away 


_ during that period, has never been determined to 


a certainty, but it is the opinion’ of many 
that, réulizing the turn his practical joke had tak- 
en, and heing powerless to stop the rumor, he 
turned his efforts to keeping the Indians out of the 
vicinity, which he succeeded in doing. 


a ee 


XII —-Sketches of Early Day Residents of Salix and 
Vicinity, S. W. Haviland, C. A. DeMun, and Others 


BQUIRE WOOD HAVILAND 

-y QUIRE WOOD HAVILAND was born in New 
Ss York City, in September, 1829. He moved 
to Chicago when twenty-four years of age, 
‘where he engaged in the livery business, 

He came to Sioux City in 1855, where he again en- 
gaged in the livery business, also buying and sell- 
ing stock. He also did butchering and furnished 
meat for the steamboats. He, in company with 
others, purchased some land north of Sioux City 
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and stocked it. During the winter the river gorg- 
ed with ice, overflowed, and killed all the live 
stock, the men barely escaping with their lives. 
This misfortune stripped Mr. Haviland of every 


cent he had. He then took employment for about 


three years, when he again engaged in the meat 
business in Sioux City, which he continued until 
1868, when he purchased 160 acres of land just 
west of Salix, in Section 34, Liberty township. He 
later added to his holdings until he owned, at the 
time of his death, 320 acres of land. Politically, 
Mr. Haviland was a democrat, and took an active 
part in politics, serving one term, 1884-1885, in the 
Iowa state legislature. Mr. Haviland was married 


in 1867, to Miss Mary C. Beers, of Monona county, 


and they were the parents. of five children, three 
of whom are still living, Mrs. O. P. Lilly; of near 
Climbing Hill, and Mrs. Chas. S. Murphy and Hen- 
ry Haviland, of Liberty township. One son, Ed- 
win, died in infancy,.and another son, Squire B., 
was killed by the accidental discharge of a shot- 
gun, while out on a hunting trip in April, 1892. 
Mr. Haviland died November 8, 1887, and Mrs. 
Haviland died several years later. Mr. Haviland 
was prominently identified with the history of 
Woodbury county from its infancy, was a public- 
spirited man, and did’‘much toward the upbuilding 
of the community in which he lived. 


CAARLES A. DEMUN 


Charles A. DeMun, one of the first settlers of 
Salix, was born on July 7, 1855, at Crossroads, N. 
J. He came to Salix in 1875, and at once engaged 
in the mercantile business, being located at first 
in a small building on the east side of the Sioux 
City and Pacific railroad, and later moving over to 
the west side of the railroad, onto the townsite 
proper, where he had erected a new building, 
which served as a store and residence, comforta- 
ble living rooms having been fitted up on the sec- 
ond floor. In January, 1876, Mr. DeMun was ap- 
pointed as postmaster for Salix, succeeding Sam. 
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_Talyor, who had held the office since its organiza- 
tion, the year before. -In 1877, Mr. DeMun dispos- 
ed of his building and business in Salix to Eugene 
Harrington, and he moved to River Sioux, in Har- 
rison county, where he again engaged in the mer- 
cantile business, where he remained for two years. 
He then moved to Sioux City and became inter- 
ested in a mercantile business being conducted by 
the Lewis Brothers. In the fall of 1884, he was 
elected to the office of county recorder for Wood- 
bury county, a position he held for two years. 
Upon the completion of his term of office, Mr. De- 
Mun moved with his family to Chicago, where he 
entored the employ of the Chicago Rubber Com- 
pany, a position he held for twenty-eight years, 
until ill health made it necessary for him to retire 
from active business. Later, Mr. and Mrs. DeMun 
moved to Detroit, Mich., where they made their 
home with their daughter, Mrs. Aletta Rue. Mr. 
DeMun was married in 1877 to Miss Jennie Lewis, 
of Sioux City, and they were the parents of one 
daughter. Mrs. DeMun died a few years ago, 
and Mr.“DeMun continues to make his home with 
his daughter. . 


ee ee + 


JAMES C. CURRIER 


James C. Currier was born in Thompson, Or- 
ange county, Vermont, May 2, 1830, and was rear- 
ed ona farm. After the death of his father, he © 
started to learn the carpenter trade, which he fol- 
lowed about twenty years, thirteen years of that 
time he carried on business at Northampton, Mass. 
The last contract he took was the building of. 
Memorial Hall, at Northampton, at a cost Of 
$60,000.00. He then engaged in the mercantile 
business at Pittsfield, Mass., where he remained 
for five years. In 1878, he came to Salix, and set- 
tled on a farm in Section 2; Lakeport township, 
one-half mile south of the present townsite of 
Salix. In 1886, Mr. Currier made arrangements 
for the opening of a bank in Salix, under the name 
of “The Bank of J. C. Currier & Sons,” which is 
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still operating under the same name. At the time 
of the opening of the bank, Mr. Currier was asso- 
~ ciated with his: son, J. W. Currier. Another son, 
Et. B. Currier, opened a lumber yard in Salix in 
1887. The Curriers were heavy losers in the big 
fire in October, 1892, when their bank building and 
lumber yard were destroyed. However a new and 
better bank building was at once erected on the > 
site of the old one, and a much bigger lumber shed | 
was built and filled with lumber. The lumber bus- 
iness was disposed of some years ago, upon the 
death of E: B. Currier, and the banking business 
is still being conducted by J. W. Currier. Mr. 
Currier was married in 1853 to Miss Sarah C. Har- 
riman, and they were the parents of two sons. 


JOHN B. BELFRAGE 


John B. Belfrage was born in Cairngorm, Scot- 
land, June 16, 1837, and was only two years old 
when his parents moved to London. There he re: 
ceived his education at Maitland Park, also at- 
tending Christ’s Hospital College. He afterward. 
engaged in surveying, and the study of architec- 
ture, and drew the working plans of the Pompeiian 
Court in the Crystal Palace at Suydenham, near. 
London. July 14, 1855; he took passage for Ameri- 
ca. Upon his arrival here he went to all the large 
cities, looking for employment in his line, working 
in various places until the breaking out of the 
Civil war, when he enlisted in the One Hundred 
and Fifth Illinois Infantry. He was in the battles 
of Shiloh, Reseca, Dallas, Cassville, Kenesaw 
Mountain, Culp’s Farm, Golgotha Church, Ezra 
~ Church, New Hope Church, Peach Tree Creek, At- 
lanta, Lawtonville, Averysboro and Bentonville. 
He was wounded in the battle of Shiloh. June 7, 
1865, he was discharged at Washington, D. C., and 
returned to Kanesville, Kane county, Illinois, from 
which place he had enlisted. In 1866 he came to. 
Iowa county, Iowa, and was there eight years. He. 
went from there to Guthrie county, where he re- 
mained two years, and in 1876 he came: to Woods 
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bury county and purchased 100 acres of land in 
Section 17, Liberty township, where he resided up 
to the time of his death. He was one of the early 
settlers of this vicinity, and had held many offices 
of trust in both township and county, and was for 
one term, 1880-1881, a representative in the state 
legislature from Woodbury county. He was secre- 
tary of the Soldiers’ Relief Commission for a num- 
ber of years. He was also, in 1890, Senior Vice 
Commander of B. F. Smith G. A. R. Post No. 22, at 
Sioux City. On November 22, 1865, he was mar- 
ried to Miss Elizabeth J. Jones, of Kane county, 
Illinois, and they were the parents of six children, 


GEORGE W. THACKER 


George W. Thacker, was born in Cass coun- 
ty, Nebraska, in 1857, and came to Woodbury 
county in 1882, settling first in Lakeport township, 
in the vicinity of Nairn’s mill, where he was em- 
ployed tor a time, and later purchased a farm in 
that section. Some years later Mr. Thacker and 
family moved to Homer, where he engaged in the 
implement business, and also during his stay there 
served one term as county commissioner of Dako- 
ta county. Mr. Thacker became quite an extensive 
owner of real estate in that section. Several years 
ago he retired from active farm work and he and 
his family decided to remove to South Sioux 
City, Neb., where they remained until his death in 
1920. Mrs. Thacker now makes her home in Cal- 
ifornia. Mr. and Mrs. Thacker were the parents 
of nine children, all of whom are still living at this 
time. One son, A. E. Thacker, is engaged in the 
automobile business in South Sioux City, Neb. 


HENRY ERNEST BROWN 


Henry Ernest Brown was born in Blooming- 
ton, Ill, March 24, 1867. After graduation from 
high school, he taught school at the Pine Ridge 
Indian reservation, in South Dakota. On Novem- 
ber 22, 1892, he was married:to Miss Lizzie Brown 
He moved to a farm in Section 29, Liberty town- 
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ship, in 1898. Mr. Brown was always interested in 
increasing the yield of corn on his farm, and for 
many years made a business of producing Ried’s 
Yellow Dent corn, which he sold for seed. He won 
several prizes on showings of corn at the State 
and Inter-State Fairs. He was elected as a mem- 
ber of the board of county supervisors from the 
Fifth District, in the fall of 1920, entering upon 


‘his duties on January 1, 1922. He became ill and 


died on August 31, 1923, still having one and one- 
half years of his term to serve as county supervis- 
or. Mr. Brown was chosen as the first president 
of the Woodbury County Farm Bureau, when it 
was organized. At the time of his election as a 
member of the board of supervisors, Mr. Brown 
was a member of the county board of education. 
He was a prominent member of the Modern Wood- 
men of America, Independent Order of Odd Fel. 
lows, and Rebekah lodges. He is survived by one 
daughter and two sons. Mrs. Brown died in 1924. 


“ah WILLIAM C, JETT 


William C. Jett, was born in Greenville, Illinois, 


in April, 1851, came to Salix in 1878, with his wife, 
who was a native of Wisconsin. After living on 
rented farms in the vicinity, in 1882 he purchased a 
farm from N. Snyder, about a mile southeast of 
Salix. After living there for six years, Mr. Jett 
disposed of his farm and purchased a forty-acre 
tract, known as the Bates farm, three miles north 
of Salix, in Section 14, Liberty township. Here he 
lived for a number of years, until his health be- 
came such that he was obliged to discontinue all 
work, and he and his wife moved to Sloan, into 
the home of a son, where they remained until Mr. 
Jett’s death, in November, 1921. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jett were the parents of seven children, six boys 
and one girl. 


NAPOLEON J. DEVIN 


Napoleon J. Devin was born February 18, 1859, 
at St. Camille, Canada. He came to Woodbury 
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county in the spring of 1879, and for several years 
was employed on different farms in the vicinity. 
He moved to Salix in 1890, and in September of 
that year he engaged in’ the mercantile business 
in partnership with N. I. Duhaime, a partnership 
which continued until 1900, when he disposed of 
his interest to Mr. Duhaime. Later he purchased 
the drug store and jbusiness of James F. Taylor. 
Still later, he sold this property and he and his 
family moved to Sioux City, where they remained 
but a short-time, when they moved te Portland, 
Oregon. Here Mr. Devin engaged:in the business 
of contracting and building, which he continued 
up to within a few months of his death, which oc- 
curred at Warren, in that state, on November 20, 
1930. Mr. Devin was married in 1892, to Miss Ali- 
da Duhaime, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gregoire 
Duhaime, who, with her five children, survive. 


JOHN CLARY 


John Clary was born in Ireland, and came to 
this country when a young man, settling first at 
Galena, Ill. He came to Woodbury county in 1875, 
and settled on a farm in Section 2, Liberty town- 
ship. Mr. Clary was married to Miss Margaret 
Kavanaugh, who died at Salix in 1886. Mr. Clary 
died at his home here in November, 1890. Mr. and 
Mrs. Clary were the parents of eleven children, 
only three of whom survive, Mrs. Katie Wight, of 
Hornick; Mrs. E. P. Reilly, of Sioux City, and Mrs. 
-R. J. Reilly, of Salix. - 


BE. O. B. CHADWICK 


E. O. B. Chadwick, a native of Michigan, was 
born in Eaton county, May 6, 1847. He was raised 
on a farm in Michigan, and received a common 
school education. He resided with his parents 
‘until he was twenty-two years of age. March 1, 
1865, though but eighteen years of age, he enlisted 
in Company I, Twenty-fourth Infantry, and served 
until discharged, August 1, 1865. In April, 1869, he 
came to Woodbury county and purchased 144 acres 
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of land in Kedron township, and engaged in farm- 
ing for five pears. He then sold out and purchas- 
ed eighty acres of land in Grange township, which 
he farmed until 1884, when he moved to Salix and 
entered the employ of E. E. Huntley, in the mer- 
cantile business, where he remained for five years. 
He then engaged in the mercantile business for 
himself in a building just west of the Currier Bank, 
on Poplar street, where he remained until his 
building and stock of goods were destroyed by 
fire on the night of October 12, 1892. Later he 
made a deal for the purchase of the drug store 
' from Dr. James F. Taylor, which he conducted up 
to the time of his death, which occurred on. Janua- 
ry 29, 1894, when the business passed into the 
hands of his son, John B.. Chadwick. Mr. Chad- 
wick was married January 1, 1869, to Miss Libbie 
A. Perrine, of Ingham county, Wisconsin, and to 
-them five children were born, three of whom are 
now living, John B., George and Emery Chadwick, 
all in California. 
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) XIII-—Early Settlement of the Country Tributary to 


Salix, Haviland, Lacroix, Among the First to Come 


come to this section was Gipson Bates, 

of Vermont, who came to Woodbury county 

in 1855. Mr. Bates first located at Sergeant 
Bluff, where he worked for a time as a blacksmith. 
In the fall of the same year, however, he moved 
onto a farm located in Sections 2 and 3, in Liberty 
township. 

Mention has been made of earlier settlers in 
Liberty township, J. M. Cloud, A. S. Dutton, John 
W. Brown and M. L. Jones, who came here in the 
-early 50s, but they did not remain for any length 
of time, and should have been classed more as 
transients rather than real settlers. 
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John W. Ritz came out from Maryland some 
time during the summer of 1855 and homesteaded 
a section of land, 640 acres, in the northwest part 
of Liberty township. 

Richard Lacroix, a native of Canada, came 
to this section in 1860, but returned to Canada in 
a short time. He again came to Woodbury coun- 
ty in 1868, and rented the farm in Lakeport town- 
ship which was afterwards known as the Brughier 


farm, Mr. Lacroix had been here but a short time 


when he met a tragic death in a threshing ma- 
chine accident. . 

LaFayette Foster, a young man from Connec- 
ticut, arrived in Woodbury county in 1864, and al- 
most immediately purchased 120 acres of land in 
the north end of Liberty township. Mr. Foster 
had, in early life, received a good education, and 
for some time after his arrival here, his income — 
was augmented by his work as a teacher in the 
rural schools in his community. 

William T, Mathers, also a native of Ireland, 
arrived here in 1865 and located on a farm in Sec 
tion 6, insSloan township, about two and one-half 
southeust of Salix. . 

John T. Mathers, a native of England, arrived 
in Woodbury county in 1865, and purchased a farm 
in Section 28, in Liberty township, about two miles 
northwest of Salix. Mr. Mathers came here with 
his wife, who was Miss Honore Smith, and to 
whom he was married in Jackson county, Iowa, in 
June, 1859. 

Flavius O. Hunting, who was born in Penob- 
scot county, Maine, arrived in Woodbury county 
in 1867, and located on a farm which he purchased 
in Section 6, Sloan township. 

Joseph Small and wife, natives of Ireland, ar- 
rived here in 1868, and purchased a farm just west 
of the town of Salix. This farm had previously 
been the property of Sam Taylor, who had pur- 
chased it a short time before, and was described 
as the Northeast Quarter of Section 34, in Liberty 
township. After the sale of this farm, Mr. Taylor 
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purchased the Northeast Quarter of Section 34, in 
the same township, being just east of the townsite 
of Salix. Mr. Small, the new comer, had been a 
railroad man, and previous to his coming here he’ 
had been engaged in different parts of the state as 
a contractor in the building of railroad lines being 
built at that time. 

Squire Wood Haviland, a native of New York, 
arrived here in 1868 and purchased a farm in Sec- 
tion 34, Liberty township, about one and one-half 
miles straight west of Salix. Mr. Haviland had, 
previous to coming to Salix, been a resinent of 
Sioux City for several years, where he had been 
engaged in the meat business. The year before 
Mr. Haviland came to Salix, he was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Mary C. Beers, of Monona.county. 

John McAllister, of Berke county, Pennsylva- 
nia, came west in 1868, and settled in Sloan town- 
ship, but a little later bought a farm in Section 34, 
Lakeport township, and moved upon the same and 
made it his home. 

John O’Connor, another of the class of thrifty 
emigrants from Ireland, arrived in Woodbury 
county in 1869, and after looking around for a suit- 
able location for a home, finally purchased a farm 
in Section 14, Liberty township, about three and 
one-half miles northeast of Salix. Mr. O’Connor 
proceeded at once to erect a house for the accom- 
modation of his family, and to put the land into a 
state of cultivation for the raising of crops. 

Theophile Brughier was another of the French 
Canadians to come to this section about the year 
1869. Mr. Brughier had come. west from Canada — 
in 1839, and for a number of years was employed 
by a St. Louis fur company, and had travelled be- 
tween there and Fort Pierre. It is said that on 
one of his first trips through this section, Mr. Bru- 
ghier had remarked upon the beauty of this par- 
ticular spot, and made known his intention of own- 
ing a farm here as soon as the land came upon the 
market. In 1849 Mr. Brughier landed at the mouth 
of the Big Sioux river, near Sioux City, being the © 
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first settler to permanently locate within the lim- 
its of that city: Here he remained until he moved 
to the farm he had previously chosen, and which 
he pre-empted, in 1869, in Section 10, Lakeport 
township. Here Mr. Brughier set about to make 
improvements on the place, erecting a house, barn, 
and other necessary buildings. About this time, 
Mr. Brughier, who had previously been married to 
the daughters of a Sioux Indian chieftain, War 
Eagle, and who had several grown children, was 
married to a woman from St. Louis, who helped to 
a considerable extent to make a comfortable home 
for her husband and herself. 

Francis Hubert and family arrived here from 
Canada in 1869, and at once purchased eighty acres 
of land in Section 4, Lakeport township. Mr. Hu- 
bert at once put up a log house on his land, in 
which he and his family lived for a time. These 


log houses put up by these primitive settlers were 


solidly built, generally with a dirt roof, and with 
the cracks between the logs well filled with mud, 
and were very comfortable, both summer and win- 
ter. Soriie of the log houses in the vicinity were 
supplied with rough cottonwood board floors, but 
many of them were minus floors, the dirt being 
made to answer the purpose. 

William Richards arrived here in 1869, from 
Indiana, and purchased a quarter section of land 
in Section 34, Lakeport township, where he and 
his family made their home. 

_ Edward Cleary, a native of Ireland, arrived i in 
Woodbury county in 1869, and first located in 
Sioux City. In a short time, however, he came 
here and purchased a farm in Section 13, Lakeport. 
township, to which place he moved his family as 
soon as he could make the necessary improve- 
ments, in buildings, etc., for their accommodation. 

John Nairn. a native of Scotland, arrived here 
in 1869, and purchased a large tract of timber land 
in Lakeport township, located in Sections 8, 16, 17, 
20 and 21. Previous to coming here, Mr. Nairn 
had been located at New Ulm, Minn., where he 
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had been following his vocation of carpenter and 
builder. Upon his arrival in Lakeport township, 
he decided to establish a saw mill at that place, 
and convert some of the magnificent timber grow- 
‘Ing in that vicinity into marketable lumber. Mr. 
Nairn employed a number of men in and around 
the mill, as well as men and teams on the outside 
to cut down the logs and haul them to the mill, 
and to haul the finished product to market. 

A. T. Bigelow, born in Maine, came to Wood- 
bury county in the fall of 1869, and purchased a 
quarter section of land in Section 33, in Liberty 
township. Previous to coming to this vicinity, 
Mr. Bigelow had been engaged in the hotel busi- 
ness in Onawa, and also operated a livery and sale. 
barn in connection with the same. 

Pierre and Toussaint Lamoureux and their 
wives arrived here from Canada in 1869, but went 
over into Nebraska, where they remained about 
three years. In 1872, they came back to this sec- 
tion, and both purchased farms in Section 11, in 
Lakeport township. . 

IreeG. Hill came-here from Alleghany county, 
New York, and took up his residence in the home 
of his brother-in-law, N. Burdick, in Section 33, in 
Liberty township, on the banks of Brown’s lake. 

Louis Gibeau, who had come here from Cana- 
da some years previous, and who was under the 
protection of Theophile Brughier, came here in 
1870 and purchased a farm in Section 3, Lakeport 
township, joining and just west of the Brughier 
homestead. 

Henry Campbell, of New York, arrived here in 
1870, and purchased a farm in Section 14, Liberty 
township, which he improved, by the addition of 
such buildings as were necessary to house his fam- 
ily and care for his stock. 

Conzague Lamoureux, a Canadian, came here 
in 1870 and purchased a small tract of land in the 
northeast corner of Section 26, Liberty township. 
Mr. Lamoureux had come west some years pre- 
vious, but had gone. over into Nebraska, where he 
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had been engaged in farming. After moving to 
Salix, he located with his family on his farm, and 
proceeded to transform the same into a home. 
Pierre Chabot, another native of Canada, came 
here early in 1870, and purchased a farm in Sec- 


‘tion 11, Lakeport township. This farm was lecat- 


ed almost straight south of Salix, and just across 
Sand Hill lake, which at that time contained a con- 
siderable quantity of water. Under the ownership 
of Mr. Chabot, this parcel of raw prairie land was 
soon transformed into a comfortable home. Like 
many of his neighbors, Mr. Chabot for a time 
housed his family in a comfortable log house, built 
by his own hands. 

Jas. Allen, of New. York, arrived here in the 
year 1870, and purchased a farm in Section 10, Lib- 
erty township. Mr. Allen was unmarried. He put 
his farm in a high state of cultivation, and thrived 
accordingly. | 

John Murphy, a gentleman of Irish descent, 


who had been living in Hamilton, Ontario, came to 


Liberty township.in 1870, coming here direct from 
his Canadian home, and settled on a farm he pur- 
chased in Section 6, in that township, where he 
made a home for himself and family. 

Pierre Lacroix, a native Canadian, who had 
been raised in the vicinity of Montreal, came to 


- Woodbury county in 1871, and purchased a farm 


in Section 24, Lakeport township. Mr. Lacroix, 
also, housed his family in a comfortable log cabin 
he had erected on his farm. 

L. G. Derome, a Canadian from near Montreal, 
came here in 1871, and purchased a farm in Sec- 
tion 2, Lakeport township. Mr. Derome was a 
nephew of Theophile Brughier, and had been liv- 
ing with him on his farm, northwest of Sioux City, 
for some time previous to his coming here. He 
was a well educated man, and held the office of 
notary public, in which capacity he served his 
friends and neighbors in a legal way. 

Joseph Choquette, of Beloeil, Canada, arrived 
in Salix in 1871 and purchased land in Sections 9 
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and 10, in Lakeport township. Mr. Choquette had 
been a resident of Woodbury county about two 
years previous to his coming to Salix, having lived 
for that length of time in Sioux City, where he 
was employed. As soon as he had completed the 
purchase of his land, Mr. Choquette proceeded to 
erect a neat log house on the same, and he and 
his wife, who was Miss Malvina Hubert, a daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Francis Hubert, started is to 
make their home, and to develop their farm, which 
consisted of some prairie and much wooded land. 

George Gadbois arrived here from Canada in 
1876 and purchased a farm.in Section 9, Lakeport 
township. . 

Michael Harrington, a native of Ireland, who 
had come to the United States in the early 50s, 
and who had been a resident of Wisconsin, and 
had later come to Iowa to engage in railroad ‘con- 
tracting, came to Salix in 1876, and purchased a 160- 
acre farm in Section 3, Lakeport township. Mr. 
Harrington never lived on this farm, but placed it 
under the care of a tenant. 

J. C. Currier and wife, and their two sons, E. 
B. and J. W. Currier, arrived here from Vermont 
in 1877, and purchased a quarter section of land in 
Section 2, Lakeport township, one-half mile south 
of Salix. Upon their arrival, the Curriers set 
about to improve their farm. A board shanty was 
put up to temporarily house the family, and the . 
work of breaking and preparing the lands for cul- 
tivation proceeded. A little later the same year a 
commodious dwelling was erected on the east side 
of the farm, near the highway. | 
Andrew Cowan, of New York, came to Wood- 
bury county in 1874, and purchased a fine farm of 
160 acres in Section 11, in. Liberty township. Mr. 
Cowan had been a resident of Iowa since 1869, 
when he had come to Guthrie county, where he 
purchased a farm, and remaining there until 1873, 
when he disposed of his holdings there and came 
to: Woodbury county, settling on the farm as men- - 
tioned above. ie 
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Peter Iverson, a native of Denmark, came to 
Woodbury county in 1869, and entered the employ 
of H. Brower, with whom he remained for some 
time. In 1874 he purchased a farm in Liberty 
township. Mr. Iverson was the forerunner of a 
colony of settlers from Denmark, who were later 
to locate in the northern and northwestern por- 
tion of Liberty township. 

Dennis O’Connell, a native of Ireland, arrived 
here in 1875, and lived for a time in a little house 
located about midway between the railroad and 
the Sam Taylor home. The following spring Mr. - 
O’Connell purchased a farm in Section 27, in Lib- 
erty township, which tract of land included within 
its boundaries a considerable portion of the Kound 
Grove, a beautiful natural tract of perhaps a hun- 
dred acres, covered with stately cottonwood trees. 

John Clary, a native of Ireland, came to Wood- 
bury county in 1875, and purchased land in Section 
2, in Liberty township, where he made a home for 
himself and family. 

Harve C. VanCleve arrived in Lakeport town- 
ship somfe time during 1875, and engaged in farm- 
ing, and was also at times employed in and about 
Nairn’s Mill. | 

Isaiah Bridget, of Indiana, arrived in Wood- 
bury county in 1877, and settled on a farm, proba. 
bly in Section 28 or 29, Lakeport township, land 
that has long since been washed away by the Mis- 
souri river. In addition to his farming operations, 
Mr. Bridget purchased and installed a complete 


saw mill, and devoted much of his time to the 


manufacture of lumber. 

Moise Haindfield, a Gawk dian: came to Salix in 
1877, and for a time made his home on a farm own- 
ed by Michael Harrington, in Section 3, Lakeport 
township. Mr. Haindfield had been in the states 
for some years previous to his coming to Wood- 
bury county, having been a resident of Nebraska, 
where: he was engaged in farming. 

James Jeffrey, a native of Scotland,.arrived in 
Woodbury county in 1878, and settled on a farm in 
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Section 1, Lakeport township. Mr. Jeffrey had 
been in this country for about twenty years pre- 
vious to his coming to Lakeport township, having 
resided in Illinois and eastern Iowa during that 
time. 

Napoleon J. Hubert, a native Canadian, and a 
son of Mr. and Mrs, Francis Hubert, who had come 
to Lakeport township in 1869, purchased a farm in 
Section 15, in the same township, in 1880, and pre- 
pared to make a home for himself and his wife, 
whom he had married but a short time before. 

Paul and Narcisse Cabana, brothers, arrived 
here from Canada some time during 1875. These 
men were both married, and came here with their 
wives to make their home. For some time they 
were employed as laborers on the farm of Theo- 
phile Brughier, in Lakeport township. 

Britton Galland, of Ottumwa, Iowa, arrived in 
this vicinity in 1880. Mr. Galland was for some 
time employed in farming operations in the neigh- 
borhood. 

M. J. Dillon, a native of Ireland, came here in 
1881 and purchased a farm in Section 30, Liberty 
township. Previous to his.coming to this section, 
Mr. Dillon was a resident of Sioux City, where he 
had for a number of years operated a hotel. 

William C. Jett came here from Illinois in 
1878, and lived on a rented farm until 1882, when 
he purchased a tract of land in Section 1, Lake- 
port township, of Noice Snyder. A little later he 
disposed of this land and purchased a forty-acre 
farm in Section 14, Liberty township, and about 
three miles straight north of Salix. Mr. Jett pro- 
ceeded to improve this tract of land, and gradually 
made it over into a comfortable home. 

John Redfern, a native of England, came here 
in 1878 and purchased a quarter section of land in 
Section 5, Sloan township. 

Narcisse St. Onge, of Canada, came to Salix 
about the year 1879 and purchased a farm in Sec- 
tion 23, in Liberty township. 

George Trevenan, an Englishman, came here 
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from England in 1878, and settled on a farm which 
he purchased in Section 15, Liberty township. 

William’ Edgecumbe, a native of England, ar- 
rived here in the early ’80s to make his home, and 
purchased a farm in Section 10, Liberty township. 

Clement Allard and family arrived here from 
Canada in the spring of 1880, and after living for a. 
year or so on a rented farm, purchased a farm. in 
Section 15, Lakeport township. Mr. Allard was 
blessed with a large family, several of them being 
boys of an age to be of considerable help in farm 
work, and with that quality of industry and fru- 
gality inherent with those pioneers from Canada, 
they proceeded to develop and improve their home 
farm. Suitable buildings were erected, cotton- 
wood lumber and logs being the principal building 
materials used. 

John B. Belfrage, a prominent farmer living in, 
the north end of Liberty township, in the fall. of 
1880, was elected to represent Woodbury county 
in the state legislature. Mr. Belfrage was a 
staunch republican, a veteran.of the Civil war, and 
was aman who had had considerable experience 
as a public servant. He took his seat in the House 
of Representatives in January, 1881, and served 
his constituency faithfully and conscientiously for 
two years. 

Alexis Lanott, a native of Belen: arrived 
here with his family in 1881, and purchased a tract 
of land in Section 23, in Liberty COW REOEED where 
they made their home. 

John, Fred and Hebe Forney, of Illinois, came 
here in 1882 and engaged in the lumber business. 
These men had previously purchased the saw mill 
owned by Isaiah Bridget, in Lakeport township. 
At that time there were two other mills in that 
locality, but the demand for cottonwood lumber 
was at all times up to the supply, and consequent- 
ly the mill of Forney Brothers was kept busy turn- 
ing out its share of building material. 

John T. Pope, a former resident of Illinois, ar- 


_ rived here in the early part’ of 1883, and soon after 
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purchased a tract of land in Section 10, in Lake- 
_ port township, to which place he moved his fam- 
ily. For a time, Mr. Pope, while his farm was be- 
ing put in a state of cultivation, supplemented his 
earnings to a considerable extent by working at 
and around Nairn’s saw mill, hauling cord wood, 
lumber, etc. 

George W. Thacker, born in Cass county, Ne- 
braska, came to Lakeport township in 1882, and 
for a time was employed in and around Nairn’s 
saw mill, and a little later purchased a farm in 
Section 15, in that township. 


XIV-—John Nairn, Pioneer Settler, Prominent Bus- 


iness Man, and Regarded as Public Benefactor. 


land, September 28, 1828. He came of stur- 

dy Scotch parents, and was the eighth of a 

family of eleven children: Mrs. Jas. Jeffrey, 
who died in Sloan in 1910, was a sister. In his 
native village he grew up, running about the 
“braes,” and storing up a reserve strength which 
did not desert him in after life. 

As he came to manhood he practiced the car- 
penter trade with his father. At the age of twen- 
ty-four, leaving his wife at home, he set out to 
make his fortune in America. He landed in Phila- 
delphia, July 4, 1852, and, as he always proudly 
said, was “patriotic the minute he landed.” He re- 
mained there but a few months, removing to New 
York, where he was joined by his wife. 

In 1853, leaving his family in New York, he 
came west to Chicago, but finding the cholera rag- 
ing there, he, with his friend, Alec Hunter, imme- 
diately passed on to Rock Island, where he worked 
a few months. At this period, the rush to the 
west was just setting in. 


Je NAIRN was born in Coldingham, Scot- 
e- 
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Being pursued by the dread disease, and a call 
coming for workmen to erect government build- 
ings, he went on to Fort Ridgeley, Minn., where he 
remained until the fall of 1855, His wife met him 
in St. Paul in the fall of the same year, and to- 
gether they went on to Redwood Falls, Major Mur- 
phy being the Indian agent. At this place he 
erected a government sawmill to furnish lumber 
to the Indians. Mrs. Nairn was the first white 
woman in the then to be town, sitting on the saw 
logs from which her home was to be constructed. 

The family remained there until the time of 
the Spirit Lake Indian massacre, in March, 1857; 
then removing ten miles south, to the lower Sioux 
agency, where he superintended the erection. of 
houses for the Indians until the Sioux massacre, 
led by Little Crow, August 18, 1862, escaping to 
Fort Ridgeley, which he reached after travelling 
all day with his wife and four children, the young- 
est being only six weeks old. 

During the ten days they remained at the fort, 
several determined attacks were made by the In- 
dians, but were successfully repulsed. A relief 
train sent from St. Paul carried the refugees down 
to that city, and thence via. the Mississippi river 
-to St. Louis. From here Mr. Nairn, with his fami- 
ly, left for Burlington, and resided with his sister, 
Mrs. Jas. Jeffrey, in whose home his eldest son 
died. He never again took his family among the 
Indians, but left them to reside at Burlington. 

In his boyhood, John Nairn had been a great 
reader, and had. become imbued with a high re- 
gard and exalted opinion of the noble red man, 
as depicted by the writers of that day, little 
dreaming that his after life was to be so closely 
associated with theirs. During his long stay with 
them, he won their respect by upright dealings, 
and it was to his integrity that he attributed his 
escape in 1862, as they had several opportunities 
to kill him and his family in their retreat, but in- 
stead of using them they assisted him in his 
flight. 

75 


On account of his influence with the Indians, 
Mr. Nairn was called in two months from Burling- 
ton to assist in transferring them to their reserva- 
tion in Dakota Fort Thompson, which he built, 
and where he erected a saw mill, was dropped, as 
it were, upon the prairie in a very exposed situa- 
tion. A government force was sent to assist him 
there, but being a class of ruffianly, quarrelsome 
fellows, he dismissed them, and employing Indian 
help, successfully carried-on the work. . 

In 1865, Mr. Nairn went to Omaha, where, with 
his family, he resided until 1868, then removing to 
Sioux City, where at various times he owned what 
is now valuable property. He bought largely of 
land. in Lakeport township early in the ’70s, and 
while leaving his family in the city, his interests 
gradually centered there, until in 1880, he brought 
his wife and children here also. During the twen- 
ty years he lived in Lakeport township, he did not 
fail to leave an impress for the right upon the 
community. 

Mr. Nairn was married in Scotland to Miss 
Magdalen Nisbet, who was also a native of Cold- 
ingham. Mr. and Mrs. Nairn were the parents of 
six children, all of whom have since passed away 
Mrs. Nairn died at her home in Salix, July 17, 1909. 
at the age of 82 years. Mr. Nairn died at his home 
in Lakeport township, April 11, 1894. 


XV—-More Early Settlers, Hubert, Choquette, Mc- 
Allister, Mintun, Southworth, Jeffrey, and Others 


FRANCIS HUBERT 


~@«RANCIS HUBERT was born in Contre Coeur, 
# County of Vercheres, Canada, February 16, 

1834. He was married in his native village, 

in October, 1853, to Miss Aglae Lacroix, and 
in 1869, Mr. and Mrs. Hubert, with several small 
children, came to Woodbury county and settled on 
a farm in Section 4, Lakeport township, about 
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three miles southwest of Salix. Here these pion- 
eer settlers experienced all the vicissitudes of real 
frontier life, including grasshoppers, drouths, floods 
and economic depressions, but with that real qual- 
ty of persistence, with which our first settlers 
were abundantly imbued, all these difficulties were 
surmounted, and they lived and prospered on the 
farm. For some time after coming here, Mr. Hu- 
bert housed his family in a log house, but in the 
course of time, he erected a neat and commodious 
frame residence, into: which he moved his family. 
Much of the furniture in use in the home, includ- 
ing chairs, tables, bedsteads, desks, and various 
other articles, were made by Mr. Hubert, who was 
an expert carpenter and cabinet maker, and his 
services in that line were often sought by his 
neighbors. In 1908, Mr. and Mrs. Hubert decided 
to retire from the active labors of the.farm, and 
they moved into Salix to spend their declining 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Hubert were the parents of 
eighteen children, only three of whom are still liv- 
ing, Napoleon J. Hubert and Mrs. Marie Pepin, of 
Salix, atid Mrs. William Gregoire, of Vermillion, 
S. D. Mr. Hubert died in April, 1910, and Mrs. 
Hubert passed away some years later. 


JOHN M. M’ALLISTER 


John M. McAllister was born and reared on a 
farm in Berke county, Pennsylvania, receiving a 
common school education, and assisting on the 
farm until the death of his mother. Being then 
twenty-four years of age, he started out in life for | 
himself, and was employed in a blacksmith shop 
in his native village, where he worked for two 
years. He then spent four years in Lebanon coun- 
ty and fourteen years in Schuylkill county. In 1865 
he came to Linn county, Iowa, where he was em- 
ployed as a blacksmith for five years. Then he 
came to Woodbury county and located in Sloan 
towuship, where he lived for three years, and then 
purchased a small tract of land in Lakeport town- 
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ship, where he resided up to tho time of his death. 
In 1873, the Missouri river was a mile anay from 
his land, but since that time much of the banks of 
the river have been gradually cut away, so that 
now it has taken away a part of this farm. On’ 
November 10, 1847, Mr. McAllister was married to 
Mary A. Seitzinger, of Pennsylvania, and they 
were the parents of six children. One of the sons, 
Jas. H. McAllister, is still a resident of Lakeport 
township. 


WILLIAM RICHARDS 


William Richards was born April 19, 1836, in 
Clark county, Indiana, came to Woodbury county 
in 1869, and purchased 160 acres of land in Section 
24, Lakeport township. On June 19, 1860, Mr. Rich- 
ards was married to Miss Sarah E. Washburn, of 
Pennsylvania, and to them were born five children, 
two of whom, Fred M. Richards, and Mrs. John F, 
Lord, are residents of Sloan. . 


LOUIS G. DEROME 


= 

Louis G. Derome was born March 24, 1839, in 
Canada... He received a classical education, and at 
the age of twenty years he became a notary. pub- 
lic. In 1855, he came to Woodbury county and 
lived with his uncle, Theophile Brughier, where he 
remained for seven years. He then purchased 160 
acres of land in Section 9, Lakeport township, 
where he made his home. In 1872, Mr’ Derome 
was married to Miss Evalina Gadbois, and to them 
were born thirteen children. 


JOSEPH CHOQUETTE 


Joseph Choquette was born in Varennes, Can- 
ada, March 23, 1843, was reared on a farm, and re- 
ceived a good common school education. He re- 
sided with his parents until he was seventeen 
years of age, when he started out for himself, go- 
ing first to Montreal, where he clerked in a gener- 
al store for one year. He then went to Vermont 
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and attended an academy for one year, after which 
he returned to Canada and located at Beloeil, and 
engaged in a general store and kept the telegraph 
office for some time, residing there altogether six 
years. In 1871 he came to Woodbury county, set- 
tling first in Sioux City, and a year or so later. 
came to Lakeport township and purchased forty 
acres of land in Section 9, and adding to his hold- 
ings from time to time until his acreage amounted 
to 520. Mr. Choquette was married on January 10, 
1874, to Miss Malvina Hubert, and they were the 
parents of twelve children, three of whom still re- 
side in this vicinity, Romeo Choquette, who lives | 
on the old home place, and Albert and Joseph Cho- 
quette. A daughter, Mrs. E. C. Duhaime, is a resi- 
dent of Sioux City. Mr. Choquette died July 4, 
1919, and Mrs. Choquette passed away September 
7, 1923. 


LAFAYETTE FOSTER 
LaFayette Foster, a native of Connecticut, was 


born in, Litchfield, that state, July 23, 1824. He 


moved first to New York with his parents and lo- 
cated in Columbia county. He received his educa- 
tion in the academy at Homer, N. Y. He contin- 
ued to reside with his parents on the farm until — 
1864, when he came west with seventy families, go- 
ing to Dakota, where he remained until September . 


‘of that year, when he came to Liberty township 


and purchased forty acres of land. He worked the 
land in summer and taught school in the winter in 
Sergeant Bluff and vicinity for several years. In 
1871, he added 120 acxes to his land holdings in 
Liberty township. When he came here there were 
but three settlers in the township. He witnessed 
all the improvemedts of the county from its infan- 


cy. He was married in early life to Miss Sarah J. 


Ripley. 


ARDIVAN w. MINTUN 
Ardivan W. Mintun was born at Brighton, 
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Iowa. December 21, 1859. He came to Modale, in 
Harrison county, with his parents in 1874, and 
there learned the art of telegraphy, and also be: 
came proficient as a railroad man. In 1882, he 
came to Salix and accepted a position as station 
agent and telegraph operator for the Sioux City 


and Pacific Railroad company, a position he held 


for three years. During his stay in Salix he also 
acted as local agent for the River Sioux Lumber 
Company, who maintained a yard in Salix for the 
sale of lumber and: building material. In 1885, he 
returned to Modale, where he remained for a year. 
In 1886, he moved to Little Sioux, where he taught 
school for two years. With the coming of the 
Cleveland administration in 1888, he received the 
appointment of postmaster for Little Sioux. In 
this connection he also operated a general store. 
In the fall of 1890, he was elected to the office of 
county auditor of Harrison county, and he moved 
with his family to Logan, the county seat. He re- 
tained this office for two years, and remained in 


Logan for one year after the expiration of his term 
of office. He then removed to. Elkins, Arkansas, 


where he became interested in the fruit business. 
He also entered upon the practice of law, and 
taught school for a time. Later he was elected as 
a member of the state legislature from his county, 
where he served for one term with honor to him- 
self and credit and distinction to his district. Mr. 
Mintun, during his stay in Salix, was married to 
Miss Winnifred Bonney, of Little Sioux. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mintun are still residents of Arkansas, where 
he is still taking an active part in the public af- 
fairs of his community. Several children born to 
them are residents in the neighborhood of the 
parental home. 


P, W. SOUTHWORTH 
P. W. Southworth was born in South Dart- 
mouth, Mass., December 31, 1831. He was married 
while in Massachusetts to Miss Amanda Alden, 
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and he and his wife and five children arrived in 
Sergeant Bluff in 1871. Mr. Southworth later pur- 
chased a farm in the northern part of Liberty 
township, where he and his family lived for sever- 
al years. In 1883, Mr. Southworth came to Salix 
and purchased the interest of John L. Follansbee, 
of the firm of Frear & Follansbee, then operating 
a hardware ‘and drug store. The firm of South- 
worth & Frear continued in business until January 
1, 1884, when the firm was mutually dissolved, Dr 


‘Frear retaining the stock of drugs, which he mov- 


ed into a building he had erected on the corner of 
Tiptun and Poplar streets. Mr. Southworth con. 
tinued to operate the hardware store for some 
years, when he disposed of the same to Messrs. 
A. J. Huntley and M. Faulkner,. of Sergeant Bluff. 
Mr. Southworth again assumed possession of this 
store when he purchased the same from Mr. Hunt- - 
ley in 1890, and continued in the business until 
October, 1892, when the building and a portion of 
its contents were destroyed by’ the fire that swept 
over the entire business section of the town. Fol- 
lowing this catastrophe, Mr. Southworth erected a 
temporary building on his lot, west of the Metho- 
dist church corner, into which he placed the por- 
tion of his stock saved from destruction by fire, 
and continued in business there until the comple- 
tion of the Currier brick block, when he moved his 
stock into the middle store room, where he con- 
tinued in business for three years. In 1896 he ac- 


quired possession of the Methodist church lot, at 
‘the corner of Poplar and Tipton streets, where he 


erected a large one-story frame building, meved his 
stock into the same, and added a complete line of 
furniture and undertaking goods. Mr. Southworth 
disposed of his business to J. Z, Devin in 1911. In 
December, 1883, Mr. Southworth received the ap- 
pointment for postmaster at Salix, a position he 
held until: November 2, 1885. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Southworth died a number of years ago. One son, 
W. P. Southworth, of Sioux City, is. the only sur- 
vivor of a family of five children born to them. 
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JAMES JEFFREY 


James Jeffrey was born at Hilburn, Afton, 
Scotland, December 17, 1831. He was married June 
23, 1853, to Miss Georgia Sinclair Nairn. The ear- 
ly days of their married life were spent in the city 
of Giasgow. In 1858, he, with his wife and two 
- small children, came to America, settling first at 
Burlington, Iowa. In 1864, they removed to Kirk- 
wood, Ill., where they resided for fourteen years, 
and the family of. two sons and three daughters 
grew up. In 1878, seeking larger opportunities for 
the children, the family came “west,” settling on a 
farm in Section 1, Lakeport township, on which 
they resided for fourteen years, moving to Sloan 
in 1892, where they made their home. Mrs. Jef. 
frey passed away May 10, 3910, and Mr. Jeffrey 
died January 20, 1918. Mr. and Mrs. Jefirey were 
the parents of five children, four of whom are still 
living, James N. Jeffrey, George S. Jeffrey and 
Miss Mittie Jeffrey, all of Sloan, and Mrs. Sarah 
E. Buckley, of Ann Arbor, Mich. Another daugh- 
ter, Mrs. M. B. Hilts, also of Sloan, died a: few 
years apo. 


FRANCIS M. CORR 


_ Francis M. Corr, a native of Indiana, was born 
in Bloomington, on May 14, 1830. He arrived in 
Salix in April, 1882, and almost immediately en- 
_ gaged in the restaurant business, which vocation, 
- with the hotel business, he followed almost con- 
tinuously up to the time of his death. Mr. Corr 
served as postmaster at Salix during the adminis- 
trations of President Grover Cleveland, November 
2, 1885, to September 19, 1889, and April 10, 1893, to 
May 25, 1897. Mr. and Mrs. Corr were the parents — 
of seven children, only two of whom are still liv- 
ing, Chas. F. Corr, of Salix, and Mrs. N. D. Leavitt, — 
of Ontario, Calif. 


MICHAEL HARRINGTON 
Michael Harrington, a native of Ireland, was 
82. . 
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born about the year 1842. He came to America 


with his parants when he was about five years of 
age, and resided with his mother, after the death 
of his father, until he was twenty-two years old. 
He received a high school education, and attended 
college in Wisconsin. He was admitted to the bar 
in 1867, and practiced law for a short time. Later 
he came to Iowa and engaged in railroad construc- 
tion work as a contractor, and helped in the build- 
ing of some of the lines running into Sioux City. 
He came to Salix in 1877, and purchased a quarter 
section of land in Lakeport township, a short dis- 
tance southwest of Salix. In 1879, Mr. Harrington 
was married to Miss Jane O’Connor, and to them 
were born eight children, all of whom are living. 
Mr. Harrington died just a few years ago at his 
home in Salix. | 


JOSEPH NAPOLEON DEVIN 


Joseph Napoleon Devin was born in Valley- 
field, County of Beauharnais, Canada, August 16, 
1832. During his residence in Valleyfield, he was 
elected tojthe position of sheriff, a position he 
held for a period of twenty-five years or more. He 
came to the Uuited States in 1889, locating at La- 
conia, N. H., where he resided for about ten years, _ 


after which he moved to Salix, and resided there 


up to the time of his death, which occurred a few 
years ago. Mr. Devin was married in 1857, to Miss 
Margaret Briere, who passed away a year or two 
before her husband. Four sons and three daugh- 
ters were born to this couple. One daughter, Mrs. 
Albert Allard, resides at Jefferson, S. D.; two sous, 
Albert and Theophilus, reside in Alberta, Canada, 
and another son, J. Z., lives in California, and an- 
other daughter is living in New Hampshire. 


JOSEPH PATRICK JOYCE 


Joseph Patrick Joyce was born in Lervisberg,, 
County Meyo, Ireland, June 24, 1831. He came to 


- the United States when quite young, and for many 
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years followed the vocation of dry goods and no- 
tions peddler. He was united in marriage on ~ 
September 15, 1881, to Miss Mary Cleary, a daugh- 
ter of Mr, and Mrs. Edward Cleary. Mr. Joyce 
died at his home in Salix a number of years ago, 
at an advanced age. Mrs. Joyce, who was born. 
April 19, 1855, died at the home of her daughter, 
Mrs. Frank Hartman, in 1930. Mr. and Mrs. Joyce 
were the parents of four children, two sons and 
two daughters. 


EMIL BELSON 


Emil Belson, a native of France, was born in 
Alsace-Loraine, in 1841. He came to the United 
States in 1853, and about 1880, he moved to Salix, 
and continued to live in this vicinity up to the . 
time of his death, which occurred in 1906. Mr. 
Belson was married in Dubuque in 1861, to Miss 
Mary Mulvihill. During his residence in Liberty 
township Mr. Belson was engaged in farming, and 
lived many years as a tenant on a farm in Section 
15, about three miles north of Salix. 


FRANCIS LACROIX 


Francis Lacroix, a native of Canada, was born 
in Contre Coeur in 1838. He came to Salix in 1868, 
being one of the very first French Canadian set- 
tlers to locate here. After residing here for ‘a few 
years, he moved to Saskatchewan, Canada, where 
he died in 1921. . 


JOHN W. RITZ 


John W. Ritz was born and reared on a farm, 
receiving his early education in the district or com- 
mon schools, and completing it at the seminary. 
He remained with his parents until he was twenty- 
one years of age, then engaged in teaching school 
for about nine years, in different places in Mary- 
land, Ohio and Iowa. In 1855, he came to Wood- 
bury county, and built the first house that was 
made of lumber sawed in the county. He “enter- 
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ed” 640 acres of land in what is now Liberty town- 
ship, and one year later he moved ‘to his farm and 
resided there for a year, then rented his farm and 
moved to Harrison county, Iowa, and taught ‘school. 
Afterwards he settled in Sergeant Bluff. In poli- 
tics Mr. Ritz was a republican. He held:several of 
the township offices, and was postmaster at Ser- 
geant Bluff for nearly ten years. He was married 
near Cincinnati, Ohio, July 26, 1851, to Miss Carrie 


_ Morrison. 


XVI-—Continued Growth of Town of Salix, Many 
New Businesses Established, New Stores Built 


c~OR several years following 1880, Salix devel- 
f oped a very substantial growth. Several 
stores were opened, a lumber yard was es- 
tablished, a drug store was opened, also a 
general store, a hardware store, and several other 
places of*business, including another hotel and a 
restaurant, were in active operation. 

Also, a number of neat and commodious res- 
idences were built and occupied by the business 
men and their families. The streets began to show 
signs of prosperity, sidewalks were put down, and 
in general there was an air of prosperity prevalent 
at that time. ; 

The Sioux City and Pacific railroad, which 
was built through here in 1867, was without a de- 
pot at this place until the summer of 1877, when 
the company brought in a building, or rather half 
a building, which had served as a depot at.Monda- 
min, the other half having been taken to Whiting. 
The building was brought here on two flat cars, 
was moved over onto a trestle work of railroad 
ties, where it stood for several weeks, awaiting 


‘the arrival of the company’s carpenters. Finally 


the building was fitted up, and E. C. Ollerman serv- 
ed as the first agent and operator. In. a few 
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months he was followed by Jos. G. Gilchrist, and 
a little later he gave place to A. W. Mintun, who 
remained here for several years. 

Dr. E. D. Frear, a native of Pennsylvnia, who 
had come to Sioux City in 1879, and who had later 
attended the medical college at Iowa City, where 
he had graduated in March, 1882, came at once to 
Salix and began the practice of medicine. Being a 
single man, and without a home or an office, the 
doctor made his headquarters at the Duchaine 
boarding house. 

In 1882, G. D. Montross and F. P. Movskioase, 
of Sloan, came here and, after securing a build- 
ing, opened a drug and hardware store. These 
gentlemen remained a little less than a year, when 
the business was sold to Dr. E. D. Frear and John 
Follansbee, and a little later Mr. Follansbee sold 
his interest to P. W. Southworth. 

In 1882, F. M. Corr, who had been a resident 
. of Sloan, came to Salix and made arrangements to 
open a restaurant and boarding house in a build- 
ing belonging to P. W. Southworth, and located. 
on Poplar street. Mr. Corr, opened his place of 
business in September of that year. 

In 1883, the Catholic parish of Salix having 
grown to a sufficient size to warrant the support 
of a resident priest, Father M. C. Daly took up his 
residence here and administered to the spiritual 
needs of the people of the community. After the 
arrival of Father Daly, the people of the parish 
made arrangements for the purchase of the Mi- 
chael Harrington residence on Willow street, just 
west of the church property, fcr use as a rectory. 

During the year 1883, there wss quite a shake- 
up in the matter of postmasters in Salix. On May 
9, John L. Follansbee, who had been engaged in 
the mercantile business, was appointed as post- 
master to succeed W. G. Moon. Just six days 
later, on May 15, Alanson Southworth was given 
the appointment, and he, in turn, held the office 
2 little less than six months, when his father, P. 
-W. Southworth, was given the appointment, and 
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the affairs of the office were turned over to him. 
Just what were the reasons for these numerous 
and rapid changes, it is impossible to say. 

Southworth & Frear, as proprietors of the 
hardware and drug store, continued in business until 
February 1, 1884, when the partnership was dis- 
solved, Dr. Frear retaining the stock of drugs, 
which he moved into a building he had erected on 
the northeast corner of the intersection of Tipton 
and Poplar streets, and Mr. Southworth continuing 
the hardware store in connection with the post- 
office, to which post he had been appointed on 
December 13, 1883. 

Dr. Frear continued to operate the drug 
store for several years, in connection with his 
practice as a physician, and then disposed of his 
business to A. B. Corr, moved to Sloan, and enter- 
ed into a partnership with Dr. O. N. Ainsworth, a 
prominent physician of that place, the two men 
operating for a number of years under the firm 
name of Ainsworth & Frear. 

After disposing of his mercantile business to 
Gibbs & Moon in 1880, and after having engaged 
in other pursuits, Eugene Harrington decided to 
again enter the ranks of business in Salix. Ac- 
cordingly, during the summer and fall of 1882, Mr. 
Harrington proceeded to erect a large, two-story 
frame building on the corner of Poplar and Tama 
streets. The lower floor was arranged conveniently 
for store purposes, and as soon as it was ready 
for occupancy, Mr. Harrington unpacked and placed 
on the shelves a-most complete line of general 
merchandise, including groceries, dry goods, and 
men’s furnishings, shoes, etc. The new store was 
a popular trading place for the people of the com- 
munity. 

On Wednesday night, December 5, 1883, oc- 
curred the first big fire in Salix, when the large 
double store building of Bigelow & Gibbs, togeth- 
er with the entire contents, was destroyed by a 
fire of unknown origin. A boarder in the Corr 
hotel, feeling somewhat restless and unable to sleep, 
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the time being well after midnight, arose and 
dressed and started out for a walk. When he 
came in view of the store he noticed the flames 
just coming through the roof. The alarm was giv- 
en and soon a large crowd was present ready to 
do battle with the fire fiend. George Gibbs, who 
lived next to the store building, was aroused by - 
some unusual noise and was among the first upon 
the scene. 

The crowd of fire fighters, finding it impos- 
sible to save the store building or its contents, as 
the fire had gained such headway that the roof 
fell in soon after it was discovered, attention was 
piven to the saving of the adjoining property, the 
Duchaine boarding house on the north, and the 
Gibbs residence on the south. A small house just 
north of the store building, belonging to Max Du- © 
chaine and occupied by a family named Winans, 
being the nearest, shared the same fate as the 
store building, but a portion of the household 
goods were saved. 

The other Eko oening on the north: and 
south;*were saved by the combined hard effort of 
the crowd. But for the seemingly providential in- 
terference the whole town would have gone to 
ashes. The water supply, which was derived ex- 
clusively from wells, was soon exhausted, and a 
southwest wind scattered cinders promiscuously 
among the straw sheds, haystacks and housetops, 
but a light rain commenced falling, which soon 
limited the spread of the flames. 

The Bigelow and Gibbs loss, over and above 
the insurance carried, was between $2,000.00 and 
$3,000.00; the Duchaine loss was about $600.00, 
with no insurance; the Winan loss was i 
by the generosity of the citizens. 

T. LaPierre arrived here from Canada some 
time in the latter part of 1883, and settled on a 
farm in Lakeport township. Besides being a tiller 
of the soil, Mr. LaPierre had also mastered the 
barber’s trade while a resident of Canada, and in 
March, 1884, he opened the first “tonsorial parlor” 
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in Salix. The shop occupied a room in the rear of 
the drug store and at first was opened but two 
days each week, but later the shop remained open 
every day. : 

In 1884, F. J. Jauron, in partnership with Jos. 
Choquette, concluded a deal for the purchase of. 
the stock of general merchandise of Eugene Har- 
rington, and operating under the firm name of 
Choquette & Jauron. This partnership, however, 
was of short duration, and after a few months, Mr. 
Choquette disposed of his interest to his partner 
and returned to his farm in Lakeport township. 

In March, 1884, the River Sioux Lumber Co. 
opened a yard for the sale of lumber and building 
materials. This yard was located just north and 
west of the railroad station. A. W. Mintun, who 
was holding the position of station agent: for the 
Sioux City and Pacific railroad, was made manager 
of the yard, a position he held until his departure 
from Salix in November, 1886. 

After the fire of 1883, when the Bigelow & 
Gibbs store was destroyed, another building was 
put up on the site of the one burned, ostensibly 
for the purpose of reopening a general store in the 
same. However, after the building had been fin- 
ished, the owners decided not to re-engage in busi- 
ness, and the south half of the large room was 
rented to different parties for use as a place of 
amusement. In March, 1884, the north half of the 
building was rented by S. D. Cone and S. P. Links- 
wiler, who, after fitting up the place, opened a 
skating rink in the same, roller skating at that 
time having become a very popular form of amuse- 
ment. This room was also used for dancing par- 
ties, home talent plays, and various other enter- 
tainments. | 

This room, however, was of insufficient size, 
and was unsuited for skating purposes, and later 
the same year, C. C. Hawley and Louis Moreau, 
two enterprising young men with a little money, 
made arrangements for the erection of a large and 
more suitable building in the west part of town, 
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which was used for some time as a skating rink 
and dance hall. 

The citizens of Salix, in the early 80s, and es- 
_ pecially after the building of the new school house, 
were at times given an ‘opportunity to witness a 
road show. These shows, or entertainments, we re 
of different and varied characters. There was 
the performer of tricks of magic, or legerdemain; 
the ventriloquist with his talking doll, the hypno- 
tist, or mesmerist; the clairvoyant, who,. with his 
head wrapped in a blanket, would read letters, tell 
the exact time, and minutely describe articles in 
the hands of his assistant or confederate. Then 
there were the magic lantern shows, which had 
not yet reached the dignity of being called stereop- 
ticon entertainments. 

Occasionally, one was given an spore to. 
see a real drama, (or a tragedy), such as “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin,” “Ten Nights in a Barroom,” and oth- 
er such edifying and entertaining performances. 
These theater attractions were generally one night 
affairs, but occasionally would some company come 
in and stay for a week’s run, with a change of Pre: 
gram every night. 

Among the favorite entertainers to visit the 
town were the Ringling Brothers. This was be- 
fore these men had reached the circus stage, and 
when they travelled “light,” carrying their entire 
wardrobe and paraphernalia in a trunk and a few 
suitcases. But what they did not carry in valises 
they carried in their heads, and they were a versa- 
tile bunch of entertainers. Each one of the five 
brothers was an artist, and all furnishing a varied 
program of vocal and instrumental music, dancing, . 
legerdemain, and short plays, all tending to give 
the public a couple of hours of good clean amuse- 
ment for a nominal admission fee, and no doubt 
the reputation for cleanness and honesty they 
made for themselves in those “barnstorming” days 
was a great factor in the attainment of the phe- 
nomenal success which came to them in later 
years. 
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In July, 1882, S. D. Cone, who had been oper: 
ating a meat market in Sloan, and N. Linkswiler, 
Sloan township, opened a meat market in a build- 
ing located at the corner of Poplar and Tipton 
streets. Mr. Cone was a married man, and he and | 
his wife lived in rooms which had been fitted up 
over the market. 

During the summer of 1884, Dana F, Prony,’ a 
brother of Dr. E. D. Frear, also of Beaumont, Pa., 
decided that there was an opening in Salix fora 


-firstclass furniture store. Accordingly, the north 


room of the new Bigelow. building, on Talbot 
street, was secured, was properly fitted up, and a 
small but very select stock of furniture and house 
furnishings was placed on display. Mr. Frear was 
aman familiar with that line of goods, and soon 
built up a nice business, in spite of the keen com- 
petition of the larger and more varied stocks 
carried in the larger stores in Sioux City. W. 
E. Paul, an expert tinner from Sioux City, occu- 
pied a portion of the room at the same time with 
a tin shop. 

In December, 1884, Salix received an jmpketant 
addition to its business ranks, when Ernest E. 
Huntley and Harvey Ingerson, who had been en- 
gaged in the mercantile business in Sergeant Bluff, 
our sister town on the north, decided to locate here. 
Upon their arrival in Salix, they proceeded at 
once to erect a store building on the north side of 
Poplar street, just east of the drug store. This 
building was 22x72 feet in size, with the usual shed , 
or store room at the rear, all well finished, and the 
whole building was filled to overflowing with a full 
and complete line of high. quality merchandise. 
Messrs. Huntley & Ingerson also built several hun- 
dreds of feet of corn cribs and they entered the - 
market as buyers of corn. 

Frank VanDusen, who had for a time been es 
village blacksmith, made arrangements to dispose 
of his shop to Claus Erickson, a young man who 
had but recently arrived here from Denmark. Mr. — 
VanDusen entered the employ of Huntley & Inger- 
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son as soon as their store was orened for business. 

Chas. G. Schuyler, of Sergeant Bluff, who had 
moved there from New York, came. to Salix in the 

latter part of 1884, and also entered the employ 
of Huntley & Ingerson, as clerk in their general 
store. . 
In April, 1885, A. J. Huntley and M. Faulkner, 
of Sergeant Bluff, arrived here and purchased the 
hardware store of P. W. Southworth. The build 
ing, the title to which was retained by Mr. South- 
worth, was remodelled to suit the demands of the 
new owners of the store, by the building of a new 
forty-foot addition on the rear, and finishing up 
the second story to furnish living rooms for Mr. 
Huntley and his family. The new proprietors then 
proceeded to re-arrange the interior of the store 
room, and immediately added a complete line of 
general merchandise to the stock of hardware al- 
ready carried. This firm continued in business 
but a short time, when Mr. Huntley purchased the 
interest of his partner, and thereafter carried on 
the business alone. 

The opening of this general stock of merchan- 
dise increased the number of general stores in the 
town to three, Huntley & Ingerson.and Felix J. 
dauron being at the head of the two other estak- 
lishments. All these stores were filled to the 
eaves with seasonable merchandise, fair prices 
were paid for the produce from the farm and gar- 
den, and accommodating clerks were always ready 
and willing to cater to the wants of their custom- | 
ers. With three such firstclass general stores. the 

‘town of Salix became one of the most thriving 
trading centers between Missouri Valley and Sioux 
City. 

A severe wind storm on the night of June 12, | 
1885, did a vast amount of damage in and near Sa- 
lix. The storm came from the southwest, and last- 
ed about five minutes. The damage done, simmer- 
ed down to a point, was about as follows: 

The skating rink was blown down, the black- 
‘smith shop was badly twisted, Bigelow hall was 
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damaged, the glass front in Huntley & Ingerson’s 
store was broken, F. J. Jauron reported damage to 
goods by water, a number of corn cribs were blown 
down, but there was no loss of life or injury to 
persons reported. A man in charge of a herd of 
cattle was hit on the head with a board; Mr. Haa- 
kinson was in his house when it was blown down, 
and he had a finger broken, but he did not know 
how it happened; the Round Grove, north of town, 
was badly damaged, and nearly all the wind mills 
in the country were blown down. . Houses in var- 
ious parts of the township were moved off their 
foundations, and large trees in yards were up- 
rooted. 

‘Another windstorm visited this section the 
following Sunday evening, but aside from giving 
the inhabitants a good scare, no particular dam- 
age was done. 

At this time, P. W. Southworth owned a large 
two-story building on Poplar street; just east of 
his hardware store, which was occupied by F. M. 
Corr, who operated a restaurant and boarding 
house. Eérly in 1885, Mr. Corr made arrangements 
for moving into the Duchaine hotel property on 
Talbot street, where he continued to operate his 
boarding house, and the restaurant was moved 
into the building, on Tama street, which had pre- 
viously been occupied by Narcisse Cabana, who 
had operated a saloon in the same. 

The Southworth property. in the meantime 
underwent some radical changes, with additions 
new paint, and other improvements, and James A. 
Keeler, an experienced hotel man, moved in and 
formally opened the place to the public on July 
4, 1885. 

Thos. Kearns arrived about this time and ac- 
cepted a position as section foreman at this place 
for the Sioux City & Pacific railroad. 

E. O. B. Chadwick and family, who had been 
living on a farm on -the bottoms, east of Salix, in 
1885 moved into Salix, and soon after his arrival 
he entered the employ of Huntley & Ingerson, as 
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clerk in their general store. Mr. Chadwick erected 
a neat little residence on the corner of Poplar and 
Travis streets, and he and his family became in 
fact bona fide residents of Salix. 

~ Reuben Cooley, whu had been a resident of Ser- 
geant Bluff, came to Salix during the year 1885, 
and engaged in carpentering and contracting. The 
number of carpenters in town at this time was 
somewhat limited, and good workmen were always 
in good demand. No doubt a few residences and 
buildings yet standing in Salix are the results of 
his handiwork. 

William Gould, of Sergeant Bluff, was another 
carpenter who had considerable to do with the 
building of certain early day residences and busi- 
ness blocks in Salix, some of which may be still 
standing. 

A second lumber yard was opened in Salix 
during 1885, by Oliver & Miller. M. C. Brown, sta- 
tion agent for the Sioux City & Pacific railroad at 
this place, was employed as local representative 
for this new lumber company. 

In the spring of 1885, A. B. Thatcher then edi- 
tor of The Star, published at Sloan, our neighbor- 
ing town on the south, established, as a side issue, 
a local paper for the town of Salix, called The 
Salix Index. This paper, though edited and print- 
ed from the office of The Sloan Star, was to all in- 
tents and purposes a Salix publication, carrying 
Salix advertisements and Salix news items, the 
editor making weekly visits here for the purpose of. 
getting his news items and his advertising “copy.” 
This condition existed until August, 1885, when 
George N. Gibbs, then a resident in the town, and 
employed as a teacher in the public schools, took 
over the editorial management of The Index, and 
purchased sufficient equipment from The Star of- 
fice to begin the publication of The ‘Index wet a 
local office. 

For a time the office was located in rooms 
over the George Storey meat market, corner of 
Poplar and Tipton streets, and the equipment con- 
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sisted of two cases of “bourgeois” news type. For 
some weeks following, the mechanical work, 
that is to say, the press work, continued to be 
done in Sloan, but in the course of time a printing 
press was secured and the paper was thereafter 
printed and circulated from its own office. 

Mr. Gibbs continued the publication of The In- 
dex for about a year, when the office and equip- 
ment were sold to Louis N. Duchaine and James . 
J. Clark, two young men of high. aspirations but 
with a limited knowledge of newspaper work, who 
had at intervals been employed in The Index of- 
fice. After a few months the publication of: the 
paper was discontinued. | 


XVII-—Sketches, Gipson Bates, the Ridgways, Gi- 
beau, O’Connell, Dr. Frear, Jauron, and Others 


GIPSON BATES 


w IPSON BATES, the first settler in Liberty 

j township, and among the first in Woodbury 

county, was born in Windsor county, Ver- 

mont, in January, 1835. He was brought up 

on a farm, and received his education in the dis- 

trict schools. He continued to reside with his par- 
ents until their death, and in February, 1855, came 
to Woodbury county, and located at: Sergeant 
Bluff, where he built a log house and a blacksmith 
shop, in which he worked until the fall of the same 

year, when he came to Liberty township and locat- . 
ed in Section 2, and built a cabin. The following 
spring he entered 320 acres of land. He continued 
to live in this log cabin, and worked to get his 
land under cultivation, until 1866, when he erected 
a large house, and soon had his land under a good 
state of cultivation and well improved. The first 
year he was obliged to drive to Council Bluffs, a 

distance of one hundred miles, with oxen, to do - 
his trading and milling. In 1856,a store was start- 
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ed at Sergeant Bluff. Mr. Bates was identified 
with the county from its infancy, witnessed all the 
improvements, saw the growth of Sioux City from 
- the first building, and saw all the wild land clear- | 
ed and transformed into fertile farms and com- 
fortable homes. His business was farming and 
stock raising. Politically, he was a republican, 
and he held several of the township offices. 

1860, Mr. Bates was married to Miss Elizabeth 
Clarke, and they were the parents of ten children. 


MAXIME DUCHAINE 


Maxime Duchaine, Canadian, was born in the 
village of L’Assumption, near Montreal, April 16, 
1838, where he continued to reside until he attain- 
ed his majority. About the year 1860, he was 
united in marriage to Miss Cordelia Hubert, a na- 
tive of Contre Coeur, also near Montreal. A year 
or so later, Mr. and Mrs. Duchaine came to the 
United States, and settled in Vermont, where they 
remained but a short time, when they returned to 
Canada. In the latter part of 1865, they again re- 
turned to Vermont, residing at Orwell, Shoreham, 
Ludlow, Chester, Proctorsville, and other places, 
until in the spring of 1876, they came west and 
settled in Salix. At that time Salix was on the 
-map only in name, but the surrounding country 
had, for a few years past, been settling up 
with a thrifty class of French Canadians, Irish 
and Scandinavians, and the prospects appearing 
bright, Mr. Duchaine proceeded to erect a build- 
ing on railroad land, near the present site of the 
Farmers Elevator, and began work at his trade, 
that of blacksmith. For some months after their 
arrival, Mr. and Mrs. Duchaine made their home 
with Francis Hubert, in Lakeport township, he be- 
ing a brother of Mrs. Duchaine. Later they lived 
in a log house, erected in the western part of the 
present townsite. Still later, Mr. Duchaine pur- 
chased of Eugene Harrington, a building which 
stood on the corner of Willow and Talbot streets. 
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This building was moved to the north side of the 
half-block, an addition was built on the south side, 
and the building was used for a number of years 
as a hotel and boarding house, which was the 
home of many a young man who had come here 
from the more settled portions of the east, and 
where they. remained until they had secured em- 
ployment, and in some cases, until they married 
and made homes of their own. After a few years, 
Mr. Duchaine disposed of his shop and went to — 
Montana, where he remained for a time, and Mrs. 
Dnchaine, in the meantime, leasing the hotel 
building, and moving into a smaller house. Mr. 
and Mrs. Duchaine were the parents of eight child- 
ren, five of whom are still living, Louis N. Du- 
chain, of Sloan; John Duchaine, of Merced, Calif.; 
Chas. Duchaine, of Memphis, Tenn.; Mrs. C. H- ~ 
Bristol, of California, and Mrs. N. E. Edwards, of 
Sioux City. Mrs. Duchaine died at her home in 
Salix, October 31, 1899, and Mr. Duchaine died in a 
Sioux City hospital, October 27, 1906. 
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PETER IVERSON 

Peter Iverson, a native of Denmark, was born 
‘in 1845. He came to America in 1865, and located 
in Dane county, Wisconsin, where he was employ- 
ed on a farm for about nine months. He then 
went to Omaha, where he remained five months. 
He worked at teaming for a time between River 
Sioux and Sioux City. In the winter of 1869, he 
worked for Hurlburt Brower; in Woodbury county, 
until the following spring, when he rented a farm 
on which he resided for six years. In 1874, he pur- 
chased eighty acres of land in Liberty township, 
twenty acres of which was in timber. On April 2, 
1874, he was married to Miss Sarah E. Brower, and 
they were the parents of ten children. 


LOUIS GIBEAU 
Louis Gibeau was born in Canada, in 1850, and 
when he was five years old his parents died. At 
the age of nine years, he came to this vicinity with © 
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a young couple with whom he was living at the 
time. In 1862, he found work on the Tredway 
ranch, one mile north of the Pacquette ferry, on > 
the Big Sioux river. While employed on the ranch 
he met Theophile Brughier, one of the first white 
settlers in this territory. In 1865, he was employ- 
ed by Mr. Brughier to drive a supply wagon from 
Sioux City to Fort Sully, Dakota. Ten teams of 
oxen were used to pull the heavy freighters, of 
which there were twenty-five in a train. At that 
time the Indians were hostile, and the men on the 
wagons were in constant danger of being attacked 
by the savages. Although only thirteen years old, 
Mr. Gibeau did the work required of men, and en- 
dured the same hardships. The trips from Fort 
Sully to Sioux City involved hard work and dan- 
ger. The wagon trains travelled only twenty-five 
miles a day, over an unmarked trail, on which 
swollen streams had to be forded, and wagons 
' pulled out of mudholes. Frequently the trains 
would encounter raging blizzards which would last 
for three days. Buffalo, deer and antelope were 
plentiful, and the drivers always had a supply of 
- fresh meat. Mr. Gibeau did not pass through 
these dangerous days without injury. On one oc- 
casion he was stabbed in the breast by an Indian 
whom he had caught in an attempt to steal ten 
horses in Mr. Gibeau’s possession. A few days 
after the stabbing, he again had trouble with a 
hostile Indian and received a bullet in the leg. He 
dressed both wounds himself, and was forced to 
ride horseback for twenty-four hours before he re- 
ceived medical attention. About 1870, Mr. Gibeau 
came to Salix and located on a farm in Section 3, 
Lakeport township. In 1871, he was married to 
Miss Mary LaBarge, of north of Sioux Bity, who 
died ‘in 1917. They were the parents of twelve 
children, seven of whom are still living. 


‘EDWARD CLEARY 


Edward Cleary was born in Ireland in 1824, in 
the County Tipperary, and came to America in 
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1848, landing in Boston. He came to Sioux City in 
1869, and later moved onto a farm in Section 13, in 
Lakeport township, which he had purchased, and 
where he continued to live until 1904, when he re- 
tired from active farm work and moved into Salix. 
Mr. Cleary was married in 1849, to Miss Honora 
Findley, who also came from Ireland, arriving here 
in 1848. Mr. and Mrs. Cleary were the parents of 
seven children, four of whom are still living, Mrs. 
Anna Dunn, of Salix; Edward Cleary, of Vermillion, 
S. D.; Stephen Cleary, of Salix, and Mrs. Catherine 
O’Meara, of San Diego, Cal. Mr. Cleary died in 
Salix on January 14, 1906, and Mrs. Cleary depart- 
ed this life, also in Salix, on August 13, 1913, | 


CLEMENT ALLARD 
Clement Ailard was born in Contre Coeur, 


| Canada, on January 18, 1836. He was- married to 


Miss Orelie Dozois, also of Canada, on February 18, 
1859. Mr. and Mrs. Allard came to Salix in 1880, 
and after living for a year or two on a rented farm 
in Liberty township, Mr. Allard purchased a farm 
in Section 15, Lakeport township, where the fami- 
ly lived until about twenty years ago, when Mr. 
and Mrs. Allard retired from the farm and moved 
to Jefferson, S. D., to make their home. Mr. Al- 
lard died at his home on November 12, 1922, and 
Mrs. Allard died in 1929. This venerable couple, 
the parents of eight. children, lived to celebrate 
the sixty-fourth anniversary of their wedding. Mrs. 
F. J. Jauron is the only member of the family now 
living in Salix. 


DENNIS O’CONNELL 


Dennis O’Connell was born in Ireland, in De- 
cember, 1838. He came to Woodbury county and 
settled in Liberty township in the fall of 1875. At 
first he lived in a little house just east of the rail- 
road, at or near the site occupied by Samuel Tay- 
lor’s first store and the postoffice. Later he mov- 
ed toa farm in Section 27, in Liberty township, 
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which included a portion of: the historic Round 
Grove, and there he engaged in farming. Later, 
he went to Sioux City, where he engaged in the 
grocery business, but did not remain long, and 
soon returned to the farm. Mr. O’Connell was 
married on February 2, 1874, to Miss Martha Coul- 
son, of Coulson, Canada, and they were the par- 
ents of five daughters, as follows:: Mrs. W. P. 
Southworth, of Sioux City; Miss Margaret O’Con- 
nell and Mrs. J. J. MacLellan, of San Diego, Cal.; 
Mrs. J. A. Graham and Mrs. Noice Greenleaf, of 
Sioux City. Mr. O’Connell died at his home near 
Salix, on September 6, 1902, and Mrs. O’Connell 
passed away May 5, 1912. } 


ALWYNE RIDGWAY 


Alwyne Ridgway was born in Ireland in 1856. 
‘He came to Sioux City in 1881, and the next year 
he came to Salix, and located on a farm east’ of 
town, in Lakeport township, where he engaged 
in farming. In 1914, he again moved to Sioux City, 
wheré he remained up to the time of his death, 
which occurred in 1917. Mr. Ridgway was married 
in 1915, to Mrs. Mary Mathers, who died in Sioux 
City in 1924. In 1913, Mr. Ridgway came into his 
inheritance of an estate in England, and changed 
his name to Paxton his grandfather being Sir Hen- . 
ry Paxton. 


ARTHUR B. RIDGWAY 


Arthur B. Ridgway was born in Ireland in 1858. 
He came to Sioux City in 1881, and moved the 
next year and settled on a farm in Lakeport town- 
ship, where he engaged in farming. .In 1887, he 
was united marriage to Miss Eliza Mathers, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William T. Mathers, and 
in 1912, Mr. and Mrs. Ridgway left for Oregon, and 
settled in Sutherlin, that state, where they remain- | 
ed up to the time of Mr. Ridgway’s death, which | 
occurred in 1917.. Mrs. Ridgway. is still a resident 
of Sutherlin. Mr. and Mrs. Ridgway were the par- 
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ents of three children, as follows: Paxton Ridg- 
way and Arthur Ridgway, who live at San Diego, 
Cal., and William Ridgway, of Milford, Oregon. 


MRS. ELISE MARTIN 


Mrs. Elise Martin was born in Canada, Decem- 
ber 13, 1847. Her maiden name was Elise Babue, 
and she was a sister of the late Frank X. Babue, a 
well known contractor who lived inSioux City. She 
was married to Joseph Martin, at Champlain, N. 
Y., in 1865. After the death of her husband, which 
occurred in New York, Mrs. Martin and her child- 
ren came to Salix, arriving here about 1880. In 
1899, she moved to Comstock, Wis., where she 
resided up to the time of her death, December 20, 
1930, at the age of 83 years. Mrs. Martin is sur- 
vived by but one of her six children, Wilfred Mar 
tin, of Salix. 


MITCHELL LE VASSEUR 


Mitchell LeVasseur, was born in Kankakee, 
Ill., December 18, 1856. He was married, February 
22, 1877, to Miss Caroline LaFleur, of Kankakee, 
who died in 1894. Mr. LeVasseur came to Salix 
several years after the death of his wife, and made 
his home much of the time with his brother, Alex 
LeVasseur. He purchased a farm in Section 23, 
Liberty township, which, after his death, passed 
on to his son, George M. LeVasseur. Mr. LeVas- 
gseur died December 8, 1920, in a Sioux City hospi- 
tal, after an illness of several days. He is surviv- 
ed by three children, one of whom, George, for 
many.years a resident of this neighborhood, and 
now living in Los Angeles, Cal. 


ANDREW COWAN . 

Andrew Cowan was of Scotch descent. He 
was the son of Adam Laidlaw and Isabella Elliot 
Cowan, and was born February 28, 1837, in Fall 
Clove, Cabin Hill, New York. In 1869, he came to 
Iowa on a land seeking trip, and purchased land 


101 


vibe GE ug et 
eae wren st Per i 
Sago uber a ti cred we rach ter 
(gba Matt aor exe a BE OE 4 
Tindal tts ou ode eesew arin 3 
ode ABAD x tei cad bevel ate WD ey rae sf 
Rei ntaiqarmdl) je iro 4 : Sart 
cdc ‘biafaisd snd Yo sitesi 
lide tad bie ote 2a, 
mi OBR modi aeed gai | a 
ode. esndw ei W | | MRNA °F) 
08 radeng00 Abate sak Wasa ada ili eee 
vege ei oittiaM aM aay EB Yo oye onl? $a Oe! BLA se 


sald borttliW ro sblids nie Bo he pect K sabia al 
alee “hie ! 
' j ner aw en ; 1. id mai Se mesa ee 
oe ares. ct ena 


pind oi cad caw su2iaallgg MORIA 
tarde betes a aT. i 8 bie 


wholes 0 lial gciloreDwalt oh sia, 
gite@ ed worn wes Vad press ab De 
 pheuw bisa wliw aid to, dtash onfpte Me eng won |, 
Kolsite aid rie oosit edt Yorkin smaed wid | 
© 8 AONoe i saul 9 bosederne oH iatiosau Ve 
fees seh sid votts dick gid jaca : 


| i wid oF 
emia 2» st Ot 8 wer sbi I beib 


apy Aer ay ’ 
ee bien Le ey ie: > Te 


satheaatly 


ce my 
"i HI? 


in Guthrie county. In 1873, he moved with his 
family to Guthrie county from New York: The 
same year he sold his land, and in March, 1874, he 
moved to Woodbury county, settling on a farm-he 
purchased in Section 11, Liberty township. In 1901, 
he sold this farm and retired from agricultural 
work. In 1902, he moved to LeMars, having pur- 
chased land near that town. This farm he sold in 
1903, and bought land near Rodney, in Monona 
county. In the fall of 1903, he moved to the town 
of Rodney, where he purchased a house and made 
his home until his death, January 25, 1922. On 
June 2, 1870, Mr Cowan was united in marriage 
to Miss Sarah D. Campbell, of Campbell Mountain, 
Downville, N. Y., who shared with him the adven- 
tures of the earlier life of home making in a new 
country. They lived to see the prairies grow into 
prosperous farming communities. Mrs. Cowan — 
died July 19, 1913, at Rodney. Two daughters, 
their-only children, survive, Dr. Isabe] Eliot Cowan 
and Mrs. T. M. (Jane) Gushee, both of Rodney. 


“ies ; ee 


PAYNE SARGISSON 


Payne Sargisson, a native of England, was 
born May 6, 1862. He came to the United States 
in 1881, and settled near Clinton, Iowa, where he 
lived on a farm. After a short stay at that place, — 
he moved to Wall Lake, where he again engaged 
in farming, and where he remained for five years. 
About 1893, Mr. Sargisson came to Woodbury 
county, settling near Luton, in Grange township, 
where he engaged in stock raising and feeding on 
a large scale. Mr. Sargisson acquired several 
thousands of acres of land in the vicinity of Luton, 
which he transformed from worthless sloughs to 
‘tillable land, and upon which he erected large and 
commodious buildings to care for his stock. He 
also erected on one of the, farms a residence that, 
for size, beauty and convenience, was the marvel 
of the whole countryside. Mr. Sargisson was mar- 
ried in 1894, to Miss Ella Paul, of Luton, and they 
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were the parents of several children. Mrs. Sargis- 
son died several years ago, and Mr. Sargisson 
passed away, March 7, 1922. 


_—— 


FELIX J. JAURON 


Felix J. Jauron was born March 7, 1858, in Ver- 
court, Canada. He came to Sioux City in 1867, re- 


maining there but a short time, when he moved 


to Homer, Neb., and later securing employment 
with Capt. O’Connor for one year. Following this, 
he accompanied Dosite Lamoureux to the Black 
Hills with a load of produce. One year later he 
returned to this section and remained for a short 
time, when he again returned to the Black Hills in 
1880. For two years he followed mining as his 
principal vocation, and did shoemaking on the 
side. He returned to Iowa in 1882, coming direct- 
ly to Salix, and entered the employ of Eugene Har- 
rington, as clerk in a general merchandise store. 
In 1883, in company with Jos. Choquette, he pur- 
chased the Harrington store, and the next year he 
purchased the interest of his partner. He contin- 
ued business in the Harrington building until 1890, 
when he erected a large store building on the cor- 
ner of Poplar and Tipton streets, This building 
continued to be the home of the Jauron general . 
store until October 12, 1892, when this building, as 
well as a great number of others, was destroyed 
by fire. Two years later, Mr. Jauron erected an-. 
other building, just south of the one previously 
destroyed by fire, and continued in the mercantile 
business in this location until 1911, when he dis- 
posed of the store to IF’. J. Vollmar, of Holstein. 
Since that time Mr. Jauron has devoted his time 
to looking after his real estate interests in this 
vicinity, and has also conducted a business of buy- 
ing and selling real estate. In the fall of 1901, Mr. 
Jauron was elected as'a member of the Board of 


Supervisors, from ,the Fifth District, Woodbury 


county, a position he held for six years. . Mr. 
Jauron was married April 29, 1884, to Miss Eu- | 
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phrasie Allard, and they have reared a large fami- 
ly of children, nearly all of whom are still resi- 
dents of this community. 


EDWIN D. FREAR 


Edwin D. Frear was born in Beaumont, Pa., 
May 3, 1854, where he was reared to manhood, and 
after receiving a high school education, he attend- 
ed the Monroe Preparatory Academy. He then 
taught school and read medicine under Dr. C. A. 
Snyder, of Dallas, Pa., for three years, and in 1879 
he came to Sioux City. In 1880 he attended school 
at Iowa City, where he graduated in March, 1882. 
He came to Salix at once and began the practice 
of medicine, and also became. interested in a drug 
store, first in partnership with John Follansbee, 
then with P. W. Southworth, and later became 
sole owner of the business. In 1886, he went to 
Sloan, where he associated himself with Dr. O. N. 
Ainsworth, a partnership which ‘continued. until 
1890, when Dr. Ainsworth withdrew and moved 
away. Several years later, Dr. Frear moved to 
Sioux City, where he opened an office, limiting his 
practice to diseases of the skin. About three years 
ago, Dr. Frear suffered a stroke of paralysis, and. 
since then he has been confined in the home of his 
daughter, Mrs, W. E. Schuyler. Dr. Frear was 
married September 20, 1883, to Miss Susie Clem- 
ons, and they were the parents of three children. 
Mrs. Frear died several years ago. 


XVIII-—New Settlers Continue to Come In, Havi- 
land Elected Representative, Post Office at Lakeport 


HE arrival of new settlers into this territory 
continued, and new farms were being devel- 
oped by these new comers. Not many of 
the improved farms were changing hands, 

however, the parties who were already here pre- 
ferring to hold on to what they had, rather than 
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A SEAL esa 
take chances on a doubtful betterment of their 
condition in some other locality. Then, too, 
the future prospects of this community were of 
the brightest, and any investments made in lands, 
or improvements placed on farms, were certain to 
yield a substantial profit at a future date. 

Joseph Gravelle came to this section in an 
early day, probably as early as 1865, and settled on 
a tract of land in Section 36, Lakeport township. 
On this land, during Mr. Gravelle’s time, was lo- 
cated a station for the stage line which was then 
in operation between Council Bluffs and Sioux City. 
Mr. Gravelle operated a store and supply station, 
where travelers could purchase the necessary arti- - 
cles of food for themselves, as well as hay and 
corn for their horses or oxen. At one time there 
existed the nucleus of a town at this point, but the 
survey made for the new railroad about this time, 
and the locating of the stations at Sloan and Whit- 
ing, naturally dispelled any hopes there might 
have existed of a town at the site of the stage 
station. 

Daniel Ryan, a native of Ireland, who had been 
in America since 1852, came to Woodbury county 
in 1867, and at once settled.on a farm he had pur- 
chased in Section 21, in Liberty township. 

George E. Eveleth, a native of Massachusetts, 


arrived here in 1869, and purchased a. forty-acre 


tract of land in Section 2, in Lakeport township, 


~upon which, after making a few necessary im- 


provements, he settled with his family. Tn a short 
time, however,-he purchased an additional 120 
acres of land, thus filling out the quarter section. 
Mr. Eveleth was a veteran of the Civil war, having 
enlisted while a resident of Massachusetts. Im- 
mediately after the close of the war, he had come 
west, settling first in Monona county, where he ac- 
quired a tract of land in the vicinity of Whiting. 
which he later disposed of. 

Z. T. Kintzley, born and. raised near Ames, in 
this state, came to Lakeport township in 1869, and 
secured employment at Nairn’s saw mill. - 
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Thos. O’Farrell, a native of lreland, came here 
with his parents, and settled with them on a farm 
in Section 15, Liberty township. 

James Mulvihill, a native Iowan, seo ae here 
in 1872, and soon after purchased s farm in Sec- 
tion 23, in Liberty township, upon which he made 
his home, 

Alanson Southworth, who had come west from 
Massachusetts with his father, P. W. Southworth, 
in 1871, and settled in Sergeant Bluff, came to Lib- 
erty township in 1873, and settled ona farm in Sec- 
tion 14. 

‘John Campbell in 1872 came from New York 
to Guthrie county, Iowa, where he remained for 
two years, when he moved to Woodbury county in 
1874, settling in Liberty township. He was a sin- 
‘gle man, and remained so. 

Franklin Schell, of Michigan, came here i in 1875 
and located on a farm in Section 14, Liberty town- 
ship. Mr. Schell made substantial improvements 
on his land immediately after his arrival, and soon |. 
had a model home. 

Spencer VanAuken, a native’ of New York, ar- 
rived in Iowa in 1875, settling first in Clayton 
county, where he remained for about one year. In 
1876 he came with his family to Woodbury county, 
and purchased a farm in Section 14; in Liberty. 
township, which he gradually improved and made 
over into a home. 

George Cain arrived here in 1876 from Tama 

county, Iowa, and at once secured employment at 
Nairn’s Mill, in Lakeport township. 

Chas. Campbell arrived here from New York 
in 1878, and after a little time he purchased a farm 
in Section 13, Liberty township. 

Henry Campbell and family, of New York, ar- 
rived in Woodbury county in 1879, and after look- 
ing the country over, decided that Liberty town- 
ship offered an excellent opportunity for a young 
farmer to build up a home, and accordingly he in- 
vested in an eighty-acre tract of land in Section 14, 
in this township. 
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Patrick Reidy, a native of Ireland, arrived in 
Woodbury county about the year 1880, and soon 
after his arrival he purchased a tract of land in 
Section 13, in Lakeport township. . 

Emil Belson, of France, who had come over to 
the United States in 1853, arrived in Woodbury 
county in 1880, and was a tenant for several years 
on a farm in Section 15, in Liberty township. 

James Shannon and family arrived here from 
Illinois in 1882, and engaged in farming in Lake- 
port township. 

Alwynane and Arthur B. Ridgway, Englishmen, 
arrived in this country in 1881, and came direct to 
Sioux City, where they remained for a year. In 
1882 they came to this section, and purchased a 
farm in ‘jection 1, in Lakeport township, where 
they aise oa in farming. 

Benjamin F. and William Glover came here 
from Kentucky in 1882, and located in Lakeport 
township. These men had acquired a saw mill 
upon their arrival here, and they engaged in the 
lumber business, in connection with their farming 
operations. 

James O’Meara, born. in Ireland, and who had 
come to Emerson, Neb., as early as 1866, came to 
Woodbury county in 1883, and purchased a farm 
in Section 25, in Liberty township. 

John F. Lord, who came to Woodbury county 
from Vermont, in 1883, purchased a quarter section 
of land in Section 25, Lakeport township. 

S. D. McDowell and his sons, M.A. McDowell 
W. B. McDowell, David McDowell and Chas. Mc” 
Dowell, of Ohio, arrived here during the ’80s, and 
became tenant farmers in the vicinity. The first 
named was employed on the Currier farm, south of 
town, for several years, and two of the boys were 
tenants for a time on the George Eveleth farm. 

The Primmer family arrived in this section in 
1884, and p rchased a tract of land i Section 12 
Lakeport township. | 

John O. Nystrom, a siechiow of Sweden, arrived 
here in 1885, and although he maintained his res- 
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idence in the town of Salix, he was employed as a 
tenant on the Currier farm, just south of town. — . 

In the fall of 1884, Squire W. Haviland, a prom- 
inent farmer, residing on a fine farm a mile west 
of Salix, in Liberty township, and a staunch dem- 
ocrat, was elected as a member of the Twentieth 
General Assemby, as a representative from Wood- 
bury county. Mr. Haviland was one of the few 
democrats of this section to have been elected to 
as important an office as member of the state 
legislature, and he served his constituency faith- 
fully and well during his term of office. 

Some time during the latter part of 1884, John 
Myers, who had previously been engaged in the 
restaurant business in Salix, after disposing of 
that business, went down to Lakeport township, 
and after securing a building, opened a small gen- 
eral store for the accommodation of the settlers 
of the surrounding neighborhood. ; 

In January, 1885, an agitation was started for 
the establishment of a post office in Lakeport 
township. A petition was made out in proper 
form, and was left at the Myers store, and it was 
pretty generally signed. For some reason, how- 
ever, the project fell through, and the office was 
not established at this time. 

Patrick O’Neil, a native of Canada, who had 
been living at Emerson, Neb., came to Woodbury. 
county in 1886, and acquired a fine farm in Sec- — 
tion 24, Liberty township, upon which he made | 
his home. 

Eli Beauchemin arrived here from Catsade's in 
1887, and soon after purchased a tract pt land in 
Section 3, Sloan township. 

James H. Renne, of New York, arrived in this 
section in 1888, and became a tenant on a farm 
owned by James Shannon, in Lakeport township. » 

William C. Jett, who had been aresident of 
Woodbury county for some time, and had owned a 
farm in Lakeport township, in 1888 purchased a 
forty-acre tract of land in Section 14, Liberty town- 
ship, where he settled to make his home. 
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In January, 1888, an attempt was made to es 
tablish ferry boat service across the Missouri riv- 
er. The site chosen for the landing was opposite 
the Francis Hubert farm, in Section 4, Lakeport 
township. A boat was partially built, when it 
sank to the bottom of the river.. An attempt was 
made to raise the craft, but it failed, and it was 
never rebuilt. 

On December 8, 1888, fire totally destroyed the 
residence of Mrs. Sarah Small, on her farm in Sec- 
tion 34, Liberty township, one-half mile west of 
Salix. This was one of the first houses built in 
this section. It was immediately replaced by. a 
new and more modern building. ~ 

Some time during the winter of 1888-1889, John 
Pope, a well known citizen of the community, pur- 
chased a general store in Lakeport township, in 
the vicinity of Glover’s mill, which had been estab- 
lished some time before by Jos. G. Hamilton. In 
a short time Mr. Pope sold a half interest in this 
store to Robert S. Hammon. This partnership 
continued but a few months, when Mr. Pope sold . 
his interest to his partner, and permanently re- 
tired from a business life. About this time the 
store was moved north onto the main highway, on 
land known as the Bill McFarland place, and grew 
to be a place of considerable importance. 

In April, 1889, a post office was established in 
Lakeport township. The project of a post office at 
this point had been started some four or five years 

‘previously, but from one cause or another the mat- 
ter never was definitely decided by the govern- 
ment until just a short time ago, when the recom- 
mendation for the location for the new post office 
was announced. The name of the new post office 
was Lakeport, and R. S. Hammon, who was oper- 
ating a store there, was appointed as the first 
postmaster. | 

This station, while an inland point, had in a 
few years grown to be an important trading point. 
Mr. Hammon, the merchant, carried a stock of 
merchandise much superior to the stocks usually 
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carried in these inland country stores, and enjoyed 
a good trade, and the establishment of a post office 
at this point could not help but make the place 
better and deserving of a place on the business 
map of this section. 
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XIX—-J. Z. Devin, F. O. Hunting, Alfred Pepin, Jr., 
Albert Devin, Dillon, Huntley, Montross, Duhaime 


JOSEHH ZEPHIRIN DEVIN 


@¢OSEPH ZEPHIRIN DEVIN was born August 
4 27, 1870, at St. Camille, Canada. He moved 

with his parents to Weedin; Canada, when 

fourteen years of age, and a year later he 
went to Berlin Falls, N. H., where he was employ- 
ed for some time in a paper mill: He came to 
Woodbury county in 1885, and soon after was em- 
ployed as clerk in the store of F. J. Jauron, in Sa- 
lix. In 1887, he entered the harness shop of his 
brother, Albert Devin, where he learned the’har- 
ness trade. One year later, he, in partnership. 
with L. F. Lawson, purchased the harness shop of 
Albert Devin, and continued the business together 
for some time. Later, Mr. Devin severed his cor- 
nection with this shop and established himself in 
a new shop on the east side of Tipton street, re- 
maining there until March, 1898, when a disastrous 
fire destroyed his shop, as well as several other 
buildings in the immediate vicinity. Almost im-_ 
mediately after this calamity, Mr. Devin made a 
deal for the purchase of .the P. W. Southworth 
building and stock of hardwere, at the corner of. 
Poplar and Tipton streets, where he remained un- 
til this building also was destroyed by fire in 1915. 
Some time later Mr. Devin and his family left Sa- 
lix for Los Angeles, Cal., where they. are at pres- 
ent making their home. Mr. Devin was married 
in Salix, in 1894, to Miss Sarah Lanott, and they 
are the parents of four children, all of whom have 
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grown to manhood and womanhood, are married, 
and are living in the vicinity of Los Angeles. 


FLAVIUS 0. HUNTING 


Flavius O. Hunting was born in Penobscot 
county, Maine, in September, 1848. He continued 
to live in Maine until 1863, when he came to Cedar 
county, Iowa, and in 1867 came to Woodbury coun- 
ty and located on a farm in Section 6, Sloan town- 
ship, where he remained until 1889, when he mov- 
ed to Sloan. Politically, Mr. Hunting was a republi- 
can, and in the early ’80s he served a term or two 
as county supervisor from the Fifth District. Mr. 
Hunting was married in December, 1873, to Miss 
Hannah Hanson, and they were the parents of 
seven children. 


ALFRED PEPIN, JR. 


Alfred Pepin, jr., was born near Montreal, Can- 
ada, March 2, 1862. He came west with. his par- 
ents in 1877. For a number of years following his 
arrival hé was engaged in the mercantile business, 
as clerk in the Bigelow & Gibbs store, and other 
stores in Salix and Sioux City. Later he engaged 
in the grain business in Salix, and in partnership 
with M. W. Small, had purshased the Huntley ele-. 
vator, which they conducted for some time. Dur- 
ing ‘the summer of 1908, on account of failing 
health, Mr. Pepin disposed of his elevator inter- 
ests, intending to devote his entire time to look- © 
ing after his large land interests, and other prop- 
erties, which he had accumulated. Mr. Pepin died 
January 26, 1910, and was survived by his wife, 
who was Miss Marie Louise Hubert, and four chil- 
dren, as follows: Mrs. Milton Small, Alfred E. 
Pepin and Hubert Pepin, of Salix, and Mrs. R. N. 
Linkswiler, of Winnebago, Neb. 


ALBERT DEVIN ! 
Albert Devin was born in St. Camille, Canada, 
on May 14, 1868. He came to Woodbury county in 
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1885, and for a time was employed in the saddlery 
establishment of the Myers Bros. Harness Co., in 
Sioux City. He came to Salix in 1887 and engaged 
in the harness making business at once. Later he 
sold his harness shop and purchased a farm in 
Section 3, Lakeport township, upon which he mov- 
ed and made his home. In 1910 he disposed of his 
farm to Thos. O’Farrell, and he and his family 
moved to Alberta, Canada, where he is still resid- 
ing, and where he was for a time engaged in the 
harness making business. He retired from busi- 
ness in 1925. Mr. Devin was married in 1891 to 
Miss Josephine Gadbois, a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Gadbois. They are the parents of | 
two children. 


MICHAEL J. DILLON 


Michael J. Dillon. was. born in County Clare, 
Ireland, May 17, 1852. His parents emigrated to 
America in 1853, settling on a farm near Dayton, 
Ohio, in which city he was educated. In the spring. 
of 1870, he came west and settled near Sioux City. 
The first three years of his residence there he was 
engaged in railroading and steambwating on the 
Missouri river. In the fall of 1873 he abandoned | 
railroading and took up a homestead in Canton - 
county, Dakota, where he remained one season. 
In 1881, he purchased the Central House, in Sioux 
City, and continued in the hotel business for four 
years. Later he sold the Central House and pur- 
chased the Planters House. In June, 1873. . Mr. 
Dillon was married to Miss Annie C. McKinney. 
In later years, Mr. Dillon abandoned the hotel bus- 
iness in Sioux City and purchased land in Section 
30, Liberty township, where he resided for a num- 
ber of years. 


ERNEST E. HUNTLEY 
Ernest E. Huntley was born in West Exeter, 
New York, August 5, 1861, where he resided until 
he was twelve years old. In 1872, he came with 
his parents to Iowa and resided with them at Ser- 
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geant Bluff. He there received his early educa- 
tion, completing his studies at Iowa College, at 
Iowa City. He then engaged as clerk for one year, 
after which he moved to Omaha, where he engag- 
ed as bookkeeper in a wholesale house for three 
years. He subsequently purchased an interest in 
a general store in Sergeant Bluff, but sold out two 
years later and moved to Salix in December, i884, 
where, in partnership with Harvey Ingerson, he 
erected a large store building and put in a stock of 
general merchandise, where he remained for a 
number of years. He also engaged quite exten- 
sively in the buying of stock and grain, and later 
built an elevator for the purpose of taking care of 
his grain business. In October, 1889, he was ap- | 
pointed as postmaster for Salix, a position he held 
for four years. On the night of October 12, 1892, 
the Huntley & Ingerson: store, in common with 
nearly every other business house in: the town, 
was destroyed by fire. A small amount of the 
merchandise was saved from the flames. This 
stock of goods was placed in a warehouse near the 
North Western depot, and belonging to E.-H. Low, 
where the business was continued. In the spring © 
of 1893, the stock of goods was moved into the 
south room of the new Currier block, which had 
been erected at the corner of Poplar and Tipton 
‘streets. In 1895, the stock of goods was sold to 
George F. Hammer, of Sioux City, and Huntley & 
Ingerson permanently retired from the mercantile 
business. Mr. Huntley was married November 2, 
1887, to Miss Anna Giacomini, of Omaha, and they 
were they parents of two daughters, Olive Louise 
Huntley, who died in Omaha, in 1923, and Mrs. L. 
A. Snyder, who, with her five children, Doris, Lor- 
raine, Lola, Laurin, Jr., aud Robert, resides in Ser- 
geant Bluff. For a number of years past, Mr. 
Huntley has been a resident of Omaha, where he 
is engaged in business. - 


JOHN T. MATHERS 


_John T, Mathers was born in Suffolk, England, - 
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‘In 1827. He came to America with his parents in 
1848, and resided with them until he was nineteen 
years of age. In 1865 he came to Liberty town- 
ship and purchased a farm in Section 28, where he 
remained up to the time of his death. Mr. Math- 
ers was married in June, 1859, to Honore Smith, 
of Jackson county, Iowa, and to them were born 
twelve children. 


ARIEL T. BIGELOW © 


Ariel T. Bigelow was born in Maine in 1840, 
where his parents’ remained until he was eleven 
years of age, when they moved to Bureau county. 
He remained with his parents, and upon the death 
of his father, he took charge of the family, whom 
he supported by farming. In 1862 he moved to 
Monona county, Iowa, and for four years had 
charge of a hotel in Onawa, in connection with 
which he had a livery stable and sale barn. In 
the fall of 1869, he moved to Woodbury county 
and located on a farm in Section 33, Liberty town- 
ship, and in subsequent years he added to his 
holdings until at one time he owned more than 
1,600 acres of land. .In 1863, he was married to 
Miss Sarah E. Beers, of Onawa, and they were 
the parents of nine children. Mrs. Bigelow died 
at her home, west of Salix, on December 29, 1925. 


GEORGE D. MONTROSS 


George D. Montross was born in. Beaumont, 
Pa., January 20, 1858. He received a common 
school education at Beaumont and Tunkhannock, 
where he continued to make his home until he was © 
twenty years old, when he came to Sloan, where > 
he first taught school, and in 1880-1881 was employ- 
ed in the store of J. B. Crawford. In 1882 he came 
to Salix, and, in company with F. P. Morehouse, 
opened a drug store. After continuing the drug 
business here for a year or so, Messrs. Montross 
& Morehouse disposed of the business to Frear & 
Follansbee, after which they returned to Sloan. 
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Mr. Montross subsequently purchased the drug . 
store at Sloan, which he continued to operate for a 
number of years. On March 29, 1884, Mr. Montross 
was married to Miss Ida Corr, of Salix, and to 
them were born five children, one of whom, a 
daughter, died in infancy. The remaining children 
are, G. Lloyd Montross, of Winterset, lowa; Frank 
C. Montross, of Troy, Ohio: Mrs. Marie Danforth, 
of Onawa, Iowa, and Mrs. Grace Geihm, of Boul- 
der, Colo. Mrs. Montross passed away at her 
home in Sloan, June 11, 1931. . 


N. I. DUHAIME 


N. I. Duhaime was born in St. Helene, Canada, 
November 24, 1861. He came to Elk Point,-S. D., 
with his parents in November, 1876, and remained 
there for some time, at first employed on the farm, 
and later serving as clerk in a general store. In 
September, 1890, he came to Salix, and in company 
with a brother-in-law, N. J. Devin, he engaged in 
the mercantile business, opening a store October 1 
in a building located on Poplar street, owned by 
U. D. LaPierre, just east of the Keeler House, on 
the site now occupied to the telephone office. On 
October 12, 1892, Messrs. Duhaime & Devin, in 
common with nearly all the business men of Salix, 
suffered a considerable loss to their stock by a fire 
which swept over almost the entire town. A por- 


tion of the goods in the store were saved and tem- 


porarily stored in a machinery warehouse owned 
by Low Brothers, and located near the North 
Western depot. Following this catastrophe, and 
as soon as the Currier block was built, on the cor- 
ner of Foplar and Tipton streets, Duhaime & Devin | 
moved their goods in the north room of that block, 
a location which was held until the close of Mr. 
Duhaime’s business career. In 1900, Mr. Duhaime 
purchased the interest of his partner in the busi- 
ness, and later in the same year he sold a half in- 
terest in the business to his brother, Edward C. 
Duhaime, who also came here from Elk Point. In 
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1905, Mr. Duhaime again became the sole owner of 
this store, purchasing the interest of his brother, 
and from that time he continued the business 
alone, until July, 1920, when he disposed of his en- 
tire stock and business to E. Baron, of Stoux City, 
_and since that time he has been devoting his time. 
to looking after his real estate and other interests. 
Mr. Duhaime was married in 1898, to Miss Mary 
McDonnell, and they were the parents of six child- 
ren, five of whom are now living. Mrs. Duhaime 
died at her home in Salix on July 4, 1920. Mr. Du- 
haime and children are now making their home in 
Sioux City. 


ee 


CHARLES F. CORR 


Charles F. Corr, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
M. Corr, was born in Iowa, and came to Salix with 
his parents when but a boy. He attended the pub- 
lic schools of the village, and at an early age he 
engaged in a business life. In 1892 he entered the © 
-emplay of the Salix State Bank, an institution 
then affiliated with the Toy interests, of Sioux 
City, where he continued for five years.. In 1897, 
he left the business life for the farm. After one 
year on the farm, however, he returned to town 
and entered the employ of E. E. Huntley, as man- 
ager of an elevator. In 1900, he accepted a posi- 
tion as manager of the Trans-Mississippi Grain 
Co. elevator, a position he held for eight years. 
In 1908, he engaged in the mercantile business in 
Salix, in partnership with S. P, Linkswiler, operat- 
ing a general store. Later he purchased the inter- 
est of his partner. A year later he disposed of his 
mercantile interests and again engaged in the 
grain business, as manager of the Trans-Mississip- 
pi Elevator Company, and remained with that com- 
pany until the organization of the Farmers Eleva- — 
tor Company in 1910, with which institution he be- 
came affiliated as manager, a position he has 
continuously held down to the ‘present time. 
To sum up Mr. Corr’s activities during his business 
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life-time, it appears that he has for thirty-one 
years been connected with the elevator and grain 
business; he was for six years a member of the 
town council, and two years as mayor; he was 
for twenty-five years a member of the school 
board; for twenty-seven years local representative 
of the St. Paul Fire and Marine and Great Ameri- 


can Insurance Companies; for thirty-seven years 


member of Salix Camp of the Modern Woodmen of 
America; for five years clerk in the Salix State 
Bank; spent one year on the farm, and three years 
in the mercantile business.’ Mr. Corr was chair- 
man of the Liberty Loan drives during the period 
of the war, winning prizes for effective and efficient 
work in that connection. He is-yet a comparative- 
ly young man, and is always ready to take part in 
any activity that tends to the good of the town. 
Mr. Corr was married to Miss Nancy VanDusen, © 
and to them were born six children, five of whom 
are still living. 


XX-—Improved Road Through Round Grove, Old 
Landmark, Name Is Title for Organ Selection 


URING the winter of 1883-1884, the town and 

i) township authorities took some definite and 

important steps in the matter cf bettering 

and improving the condition of some of the | 

highways leading into the town, thereby facilitat- 
ing travel upon the same. 

In January, 1884, the township trustees’ of 
Liberty township decided to open a road on the 
east side ofthe railroad right of way, north from 
Salix, and through Round Grove. There had been 
travel over this route for a number of years, but 
there had been no move made looking to the es- 
tablishment of anything like a permanent road 
on this route until the present time. Accordingly, 
a large number of the stately cottonwood trees 
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along the site of the new road were cut down, the 

roots were dug up out of the ground, and a per- 
manent grade was built up. In a short time the 

roadbed hardened, and where previously had been 

an indifferent road, with sand holes and ruts, the 

highway became one over which it was a pleasure © 
to travel. 

This Round Grove, mentioned above, original- 
ly consisted of a tract of about one hundred acres - 
of land, covered over with large cottonwood trees, 
and entirely remote from any other wooded sec- 
tion. It was a beauty spot, and was much admired 
by travellers who passed there, both by rail and 
overland. 

But gradually the land: in the neighborhood 
was taken up by settlers, the trees were cut down 
one by one, and the land was converted into tilla- 
ble soil. The trees which originally grew upon 
this tract are practically all gone, and others have 
been planted to replace them, but the beauty of 
the natural grove, the wildness of the scenery, and 
the grandeur of the massive and colossal cotton- 
woods, have given place to the cultivated grove 
and orchard, and to the tilled land, taking away 
the natural attractiveness of the original grove. 

Not more than half a dozen of the trees which 
were a part of the original Round Grove are left 
standing today, and the stunted and gnarled spec- 
imens left are but poor representatives of the big, 
massive and magnificent trees that grew upon 
this spot several generations -ago. | 

In an early day, Mrs. A. W. Mintun, wife of a 
station agent in Salix, who was considerable of a 
musician, composed a beautiful waltz for the or- 
gan, which she named “The Round Grove Waltz,” 
which was published and grew to be quite popular 
at the time. ; 

Later settlers of the community have express- 
ed themselves regretfully that this natural tract 
of timber was not preserved and made over into a 
park for the benefit of present and future gen- 
erations. | 

118 


boctioddgien ef? al Pet ods one hie 
rods duo erew esoxd ed) crwldion oo! um 
(3 oini heltascos sew. Srel od? baw, “ed eag 
nou wary vilaalgivo doisder fel “ ; ona 
vred siedio boa »saoy ia Uinsidoery $ 

Ye vineed sd? dud sedi eosiae? of 
dae .eisisce ocl3-Y0 seaahliw add ovary te 
-masion Iseesolos has oviganen sat to.4 


Teg ave 


evoxg betavitios od of a 8 rect aoc mini 

yawe yitidet bool bolfit ot oi ge mbna Sc Feo 
yang tacigire edt lo suinsyl wh : ete 

doidve east? edi do nesob a» Yad renslt 9 i ie 

Stal st8 avout? bewoll fedigive edi by aoe 
'-39qe helxacy baa bstoute old bam 9 ¢ 

Sit edt to aovitaiasearge ——- Naas 

Soe Wee snails: prong in tees 


‘plottiw, nami “WA cake 
Caen tee a 
io, oft yw) slew. ihisenad » & Og 

“eieW sya? bavojl eft 
ashok da teabu raat eb 


apiieigt ie aa OTE 


Lapin nip querer: Oe 

vege roan anv doagy ag eo ‘0h tang 

ea A ae in 4) aera aie 

iia Heed Ne a ar a iit. 
’ C: ne ty ? ‘ 


eh Hei nian 


ro 


XXI—-New Impovements, Two Roads Across the _ 
Bottoms, Curriers Start Bank, Jauron Builds Store 


c@«N THE summer of 1885, there was considera- 
‘4 ble talk in regard to the building of at least 

two permanent roads across the “bottom” to 

the hills, a distance of about twelve miles 
straight east of Salix. The Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul railway had recently completed its line 
from Manilla to Sioux City, and two new townsites 
had been platted along the new rail line. This de- 
velopment tended to aet as an incentive for the 
movement for establishing and building these two 
roads. The citizens of Salix felt that the future 
of the town’s prosperity rested in a way upon the 
carrying out of this improvement. _ 

Another public improvement that made its ap- 
pearance during 1885, was the telephone. This 
commodity was secured primarily through the in- 
tercession of E. E. Huntley, who had brought his 
influence“to bear upon the company, and in the 
early part of the summer of that year, communica- 
tion was had by telephone with Sioux City and 
various other points. 

Herman Murray, who had been a resident of | 
Salix for some time, and who had been employed 


in the W- E. Paul tinshop, in 1885 made a deal for 


the purchase of the business from his employer, 
and the shop was moved from the Bigelow build- 
ing to a small building owned by B. Fortier, just 
north of the Duchaine boarding house. In those 
days much tinware was used about the house, and 
a large portion of the utensils used were home 
made, and the trade in this kind of merchandise, 
to say nothing of the work of repairing the same, 
grew to be an item of considerable importance. 

On November 2, 1885, following the election of 
a democratic president, Grover Cleveland, the pre- 
vious fall, Francis M. Corr, a staunch party man, 
was given the appointment for postmaster for Sa- 
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lix. Mr. Corr, at that time, was engaged in con- 
ducting a restaurant and confectionery store, and 
the prestige of the post office was of much benefit 
to him and his business. The restaurant and post 
office were housed in a building that adjoined the 
Harrington building on the west. 

George Storey, a relative of William Storey, 
and an experienced meat cutter, came down from. 
Sioux City in November, 1885, and made a deal for 
the purchase of the meat market. Mr. Storey was 
only a young man at the time of his coming to Sa- 
lix, but he soon became popular with the patrons 
of the shop. 

Some time during the year 1885, a number of 
the young men of Salix and vicinity joined togeth- 
er in the organization of a brass band. Included 
in the personnel of the band were business men 
of the town, as well as young farmers of the 
neighborhood, and in time the band grew to be 
quite proficient in the production of music. The 
membership of this organization, as near as can 
be recalled, included A. B. Corr, James F. Taylor, 
John Small, Michael Small, Louis N. Duchaine, 
Max Duchaine, Henry Duchaine, James Clark, Er- 
nest Lanott, Felix Lanott, Stirl Linkswiler, George 
Storey, and perhaps some others. The band for a 
time was under the instruction of Moses E. Reed, 
who was at that time director of the famous K. P. 
Band, of Sioux City. Another instructor who at 
times worked with the boys, was Louis C. Foote, 
also of Sioux City, 

In June, 1885, James F. Taylor, who had re- 
cently completed a course of study in a Sioux City 
business college, returned to Salix and concluded 
a deal for the purchase of a half interest in the 
local drug store, from A. B. Corr, and. the new’ 
firm carried on the business under the name of 
Corr & Taylor. 

J. C. Currier, who had come here with his fam- 
ily from Vermont in 1878, and who had settled on 
a farm, one-half mile south of Salix, early in 1886 
decided that the village of Salix should have bank- 
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ing facilities. In pursuance of hat idea, plans 
were put into operation; by Mr. Currier for the es- 
tablishment of an institution to be known as “The 
Bank of J. C. Currier & Sons.” A room on the 
east side of the drug store was secured, a safe and 
other fixtures were installed, and the bank was 
opened for business. Plans were at once made for 
the erection of a bank building, and the work on 
the same was pushed with such celerity that ina 
few months the bank occupied its new home at 
the corner of Poplar and Tipton streets. This in- 
stitution was actively conducted by J. C. Currier 
and his son, J. W. Currier. 

A short time after the opening of.the bank, an- 
other son of J. C. Currier, Ethan. B. Currier, also © 
decided to forego farm work in favor of business, 
and accordingly opened up a. most complete lum- 
ber yard on the half block just west of the bank 


building. 


In August, 1886, J. E. Crawford, of Chapin, 
Iowa, came to Salix and made arrangements for. 
building an elevator and installing a corn sheller. 
A suitablé*building was put up on a site near the 


railroad, and south of the depot, and in a few 


weeks the buying and shelling of corn was com. 
menced. Arrangements were also made for the 


handling of such other grain as might be brought | 


to market. 

On May 6, 1886, LeRoy Sweet, who ‘Maas been 
operating a harness shop in Salix for a number of 
years, was notified of the establishment of a post 
office at German City, a small settlement in the. 
hills southeast of Salix, and of his appointment as . 
postmaster for the same. 

About this time, another babident physician 
engaged in the practice of his profession here. Dr. — 
P. H. A. Pinard, of Jefferson, S. D., came here and 
opened an office in the rear room of the Corr & 
Taylor drug store. He remained here for several 
months and then returned to Jefferson. 

In July, 1886, Mike Harward, who had been 
operating a meat market in Salix, disposed of the 
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same to S. P. Linkswiler. Mr. Linkswiler had pre- 
viously been engaged in the meat business here, 
and his return to the business ranks in Salix was 
warmly welcomed. 

In the summer of 1886, Dr. W. R. Keeney, who. 
had been located at Marcus, a small town north 
of Sioux City, came here and began the practice 
of his profession. He maintained an office in the 
Keeler House, where he also made his home. 

For the next several months not many changes 
in business were made, no new enterprises were 
launched, and altogether the town of Salix exper- 
ienced a season of quietness. However, it was 
only in the matter of new business that the town 
was at a standstill, for all the business houses al- 
ready located here were enjoying their full share 
of trade, and altogether the town was in a pros-— 
perous condition. 

In July, 1887, Father M. C. Daly, pastor of the 
Catholic parish of Salix, was succeedéd by Rev. 
Jas. A. Griffin, a young priest who had been or- 
dained but a few years previous. Father Griffin, 
soon after his arrival, made a deal for the pur- 
chase of two blocks of land in the south part of 
town, and the church building which had stood 
on the corner of Willow and Tipton streets, was 
moved to this newly purchased location. 

Edwin H. Low, who had come here from New 
Hampshire a year or so previous, and who had 
been employed in mercantile establishments; de- 
cided to enter the field: of business. under his own © 
name, and accordiiigly madea deal for the purchase 
of the hardware and harness stocks in the gen- 
eral store of A. J. Huntley. This deal was con- 
cummated on October 20, 1887, and Mr. Low took 
possession of the stock at once. Mr.. Huntley re- 
tained the large stock: of groceries and dry goods, 
which had formed a part. of his entire general 
stock. 

In 1888, J. E. Crawford, vichiripend of the Salix 
elevator, disposed of a half interest in his eleva- 
tor and business to E. H. Smith, of Dubuque, and 
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the business was carried on under the firm name 
of E. H. Smith & Co. 

With the election of Benjamin Harrison as 
president, in the fall of 1888, there was a general 
scramble on the part of the members of the repub- © 
lican party throughout the country to regain the 
official perquisites that went with party success. 
So, on September 19, 1889, E. E. Huntley, a promi- 
nent business man of the town, at that time was 
awarded the postmastership for the town of Salix. 
The office was accordingly moved from the Corr 
restaurant, where it had been located for four 
years, to the Huntley store, and the patrons of — 
Uncle Sam continued to be served in an accommo- 
dating and courteous manner. 

About J888, U. D. LaPierre, who had been op- 
erating a farm south of town, in Lakeport town- 
ship, secured the lots at the corner of Poplar and 
Tama streets, and erected a large two story frame 
building, the lower floor divided into two store 
rooms, and the upper floor fitted as hotel rooms. 
After the building ‘and completion of this struct- 
ure, E. H+ Low, who had some time previous pur- 
chased the hardware and harness stocks in A. J. 
Huntley’s store, moved his stock of goods into one 
of the rooms in this new LaPierre building, which 
had been fitted up in firstclass shape for mercan. 
tile purposes. Soon after this, Mr. Low erected a 
large warehouse, near the North Western depot, 
in which he stored his surplus stock, as well as a 
complete line of farming implements. Some time 


after the opening of this new store, Mr. Low was | ~ 


joined by his brother, John W. Low, who also came . 
here from New Hampshire. 

F. J. Jauron, who had for some time been op- 
erating a general store in what was known as the 
Harrington building, decided, in 1890, to erect a 
new building for the accommodation of his busi- 
ness. Accordingly he secured the lot at the corn-: 
er of Poplar and Tipton streets, and, after moving 
the meat market building over to the east side of 
the lot, proceeded to erect a structure which was, 
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at that time, a credit to the town, and a decided 
improvement in the appearance of the street upon 
which it was located. Mr. Jauron moved his stock 
of goods at once to his new store and continued to’ 
_ Serve his customers in the same pleasing manner, 

but with the added convenience of a new store, 
and new fixtures and equipment. 

Soon after the vacating of the Harrington 
building by Mr. Jauron, the structure was remod- 
elled, and was rented by H. B. Hawley and family, 
who operated a hotel and boarding house. 

In 1890, Claus Erickson, arrived in Salix, and 
was employed in the blacksmith shop of Frank 
VanDusen. After a few months’ work as an em- 
ploye, Mr. Erickson purchased the shop and fix- 
tures from his employer, and continued the work 
for some time. A short time after taking posses- 
sion of the property, Mr. Erickson replaced the old 
shop with a new and more modern building. 

In 1890, Alfred Pepin, who had for some time 
been a resident of Salix, and had been engaged as 
acorn buyer on a small scale, purchased a half 
interest in the E. E. Huntley elevator, and thus 
enlarged to a considerable extent his field of op- 
erations. Fhe firm of Huntley & Pepin continued 
but a short time, when Mr. Huntley sold his inter- 
est in the elevator business to M. W. Small, and 
the firm then became known as Pepin & Small, 
and they continued in the grain business for a 
number of years. 

Peter Gauthier and family arrived here from 
Canada in 1891, and became. residents of Salix. 
Mr. Gauthier at once engaged in draying, and also 
conducted an ice business. 

Rasmus Hansen, a native of Denmark, arrived 
in Salix in 1891, and soon after his arrival he ac- 
cepted a position as clerk in the general store of 
F. J. Jauron: 

In the fall of 1891, in November, N. J. Devin, a 
young man who had been a resident of this vicini- | 
ty for a number of years, and N. I. Duhaime, a 
prominent young business man of Elk Point, S. D., 
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formed a partnership and opened a general mer- 
chandise store in Salix. This store was located in 
one of the rooms in the new LaPierre building, on 
Poplar street, which had been fitted up for the 
new enterprise. 

In 1890, a company was organized for the pur- 
pose of equipping and operating a vinegar factory 
in Salix. The Bigelow building, which had been 
unoccupied for some time, was secured, the nec- 
essary apparatus waa installed, and the manufac- 
ture of the product was commenced. Moise Jau- 
ron, a brother of our townsman, F. J. Jauron, was 
the prime mover in the enterprise, and associated 
with him were F. J. Jauron, Joseph Choquette, 
Pierre Lacroix, and possibly some others. 

In December, 1891, the partnership which had 
existed between George Storey and George Links- 
wiler, as proprietors of a local meat market, was 
dissolved, the latter continuing the business.. 

In August, 1892, Gregoire Duhaime, who had 
been engaged .in the meat business in Salix for 
some time, and desirous of retiring from that line 
of work, rénted his building on Poplar street to 
George Storey, who also purchased the stock of 
goods and business. Mr. Duhaime returned to 
Elk Point, S. D., where he planned to remain to 
look after his farm interests near that city. 


hoe 


XXII---Salix Has Big Fire, Fifty or More Buildings 
Destroyed, Occurred on Night of October 12, 1892 


HE town of Salix was practically wiped out by 

J a fire which broke out about seven o’clock, 

onthe evening of October 12, 1892.. The . 

fire started in the business part of the city, . 

and by midnight, the entire place, with the excep- 

tion of the two elevators, the vinegar. factory, less 

than a dozen residences ands a couple lines of corn 
cribs, was in ashes. 
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Shortly before seven o’clock, a young son of 
F. J. Jauron, who was playing in the rear of his 
father’s store, dropped a lighted match through 
the bunghole of an empty oil barrel.. An explo- 
sion followed, which scattered burning oil over a 
pile of boxes and rubbish in the rear of the store, 
and the flames were soon communicated to the 
Jauron store building. An alarm of fire was then 
sounded, but the fire was soon beyond control. 

In a very few minutes the Jauron stock of gen- 
eral merchandise was consumed. A high wind 
was blowing, and this carried the flames to the 
building occupied by the P. W. Southworth hard- 
ware store and the Keeler Hotel. It was thought 
then that the fire might be confined to the block 
in which it originated, but the wind increased, and 
it was soon discovered the bank building of J. C. 
Currier & Sons, across the street, was on fire. An 
effort was made to check it, but to no avail. The 
building was soon enveloped in flames, which 
quickly communicated to the agricultural imple- 
ment warehouse of Davis & Co., and from ‘here to 
other buildings. 

While the attention of the populace was called 
to the outbreak of the flames in this quarter, the 
fire crossed the street to the north from the Keel- 
er Hotel, and soon the Huntley & Ingerson gener- 
al merchandise store, a brick block, and other 
buildings on that side of the street, were WEABDES 
in flames. 

The wind had increased to a hurricane by this 
time, and the fire was carried rapidly to the heart 
of the town, and so rapidly that it was impossible 
to offer any resistance to its progress. 

From the Huntley & Ingerson store, and the 
drug store, the flames crossed the street to the 
west, and in a very short time the Methodist 
‘church and half a dozen residences about it were 
in flames. There was no fire apparatus in the 
town, and even if there had been, it would have 
been useless. 

As a result, the people vee nothing to do but 
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wait for the fire to burn itself out. This it did not 
do until nearly every building on four solid blocks 
had been consumed, and not a business house was 
left standing in the place. 

The progress of the flames was so rapid, and 
the heat was so intense, that it was impossible to 
save much of the stocks in the business houses. 
From some of the residences a few goods were re- — 
moved. 

As nearly as could be learned, about fifty build- 
ings in all were destroyed. The principal o ones were 
as follows: 

General merchandise store and stock belong- 
ing to F. J. Jauron. 

Hardware store and stock belonging to P. W. 
Southworth. 

The Keeler Hotel belonging to P. W. South- 
worth, and the furniture belonging to Jas. A. ‘Keel- 
er, the lessee. 

Two-story building belonging to U.D. LaPierre. 

General merchandise stock belong to Duhaime 
& Devin, in LaPierre building. 

Hardware stock belonging to E. H. ed in 
LaPierre bvilding. 

Building, residence and furniture bole 
to Dr. Legault. _ . 

Building belonging to and occupied by George 
Storey’s meat market. 

Building belunging to Huntley & Ingerson, oc- 
cupied by their general store and the post office. 

Building belonging to Eugene Harrington, oc- | 
cupied by H. B. Hawley as a boarding house. — | 

Building and stock of drugs, lh to Jas. 
F. Taylor. 

Dwelling belonging to Jas. F. Taylor, eccles 
by Dr. W. R. Keeney. 

Bank building and fixtures belonging to J. C. 
Currier & Sons. 

Dwelling house belonging to P. W. South- 
worth, occupied by William Primmer. 

Building and harness shop renee to Al- 
bert Devin. 
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Barn belonging to August Vellieux. 

Stable belonging to John Mulvihill. 

Building owned and occupied by Bud White 
as a saloon. 

A building occupied as a wagon shop. 

First Methodist church building. 

Dwelling belonging to and occupied by P. W. 
Southworth. 

Dwelling and barn belonging to Frank Van- 
Dusen. | 

House and barn belonging to John Hansen. 

Barn belonging to Jos. Hamilton. 

Lumber yard and sheds belonging to J. C. Cur- 
rier &-Sons. 

Store building belonging to J. C. Currier & 
Sons, and occupied by E. O. B. Chadwick with 
stock of general merchandise. ; 

Building and billiard fixtures belonging to J. 
E. St. Onge. 

_ Building belonging to and occupied by William 
Primmer’s meat market. 

Dwelling belonging to Mrs. Emmick, occupied 
by Bud White. 

Public school house, 

Building belonging to and occupied by Andrew ~ 
Nelson as a barber shop. 

Implement house and stock belonging to Da- 
vis & Co. 

_ Town hall building. 

Blacksmith shop and equipment belwnging to 
Claus Erickson. | | 

Wood yard and barn belonging to Huntley & 
Ingerson. | ; 

Three dwellings belonging to U. D. LaPierre. 

Corn cribs belonging to F. J. Jauron. © 

Corn cribs belonging to A. J. Huntley. 

Barn belonging to John Clary. 

Everything was confusion, and as a result it 
was impossible to get individual losses, or any- 
thing like an estimate. J.C. Currier & Son were 
probably the heaviest losers. Their loss reached 
nearly $20,000.00. Huntley & Ingerson’s loss was 
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next in size, and reached upwards of $10,000.00. 
Conservative men at the time estimated the total 
loss at between $75,000.00 and $100,000.00. It was 
thought at the time that the. insurance would not 
more than half cover the loss. . 

The people who. were made homeless were 
eared for as well as possible by their more fortun- 
ate neighbors, but there was not room for all, and 
a number of men were without shelter, and they 
put in the night watching the smoldering ruins. 


XXIII—-Sam Taylor, L. M. Brown, Pierre Lacroix, 
A. J. Huntley, Chas. B. Campbell, G. Duhaime 


SAMUEL TAYLOR 


AMUEL TAYLOR was born in England, July 
§ 2, 1841. He came to the United States in 
1866, settling first in Wisconsin, where he 
remained one year. Mr. Taylor came to 
Woodbury*county in 1867, settling first on a farm 
just west of Salix. A year later Mr. Taylor sold 
this farm, in Section 34, Liberty township, and an- 
other farm was purchased, just east of the town- 
site of Salix, in Section 35, where he built a home | 
for himself and family. The same year, Mr. Tay- 
lor put up a small building on land about midway 
between his home and the railroad, and opened a 
small store for the accommodation of the few set- 
tlers of the neighborhood. In 1874, the Salix post 
office was established, the Sioux City and Pacific 
railroad having been built through here a few 
years previous, and Mr. Taylor was appointed as 
the first postmaster for the town of Salix, receiv- 
ing his commission on March 9, 1874. In January, 
1876, Mr. Taylor disposed of his stock of goods to 
C. A. DeMun, who had just arrived here from the 
east. The merchandise stock was moved to anew 
building, just north of the present site of the rail- 
road. section house. Mr. DeMun also succeeded 
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Mr. Taylor as postmaster, his commission being 
issued January 18, 1876. Mr. Taylor was united in 
_ Marriage in early life to Miss Sarah E. Fitzmau- 
rise, of Halifax, N. S., and they were the parents 
of one son, Dr. James F. Taylor, who now resides 
in Sioux City. Mr. Taylor died at his home near 
Salix in 1915, and Mrs. Taylor makes her home in 
Sioux City. 


L. M. BROWN 


L. M. Brown was born in Rome, N. Y., on Feb- 
ruary 2, 1832. He moved to Sergeant Bluff, arriv- 
ing there on July 18, 1855, and soon after engaged 
in farming and dairying.. He purchased a farm in | 
Section 34, Woodbury township, where he resided 
for a number of years. He received a common 
school education while residing in New York. On 
April 7, 1876, he was united in marriage to Miss’ 
Eunice Southworth, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. 
W. Southworth, who was born April 12, 1857. To 
them were born six children, as follows: C. L. 
Brown, of Minneapolis, Minn.; E. G. Brown, of Ser- 
' geant Bluff; Mrs. Eunice Lund, of Roswell, New 
Mexico; Miss Alicia:‘Brown, of Minneapolis, Minn.; 
Miss Ruth I. Brown, of Ypsilanti, Mich.; one child 
died a number of years ago. Mrs. Brown died at 
her home in Woodbury township on December 22, 
1895, and Mr. Brown passed away in Sioux City, 
June 5, 1905. Mr. Brown, during his lifetime, was 
much interested in the dairying industry, and af- 
ter his arrival in Woodbury county, he engaged in 
dairying on a large scale, and at one time operat- 
ed a cheese factory, which he continued until a 
few years before his departure from the farm. He 
was also quite extensively engaged in bee culture, 
and his apiary was one of the most extensive in 
the county at that time. Before coming to Wood- 
bury county, Mr. Brown stopped for a year at 
‘Rock Island, Ill. When he decided to come west, 
- he walked from Rock Island to Des Moines, then 
to Council Bluffs, and from there to Sioux City. 
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On his return, he walked from Sioux City to Fort 
Dodge, and from there to Rock Island. One of the 
reasons for making the trip on foot was that the 
cost of transportation was excessively high, and 
another reason was that the hotels made a prac- 
tice of charging their guests double rates, or more, 
if they came in on the stage. Mr. Brown purchas- 
ed his farm in 1855, while on this trip, and return- 
ed here the following spring and remained practi- 
cally the rest of his life. 


PIERRE LACROIX | 


Pierre Lacroix was born in Montreal, Canada, 
April 4, 1842. He lived there until he was twenty- 
nine years old, when he came to Woodbury coun- 
ty, lowa, and settled on a farm in Section 24, Lake- 
port township, which continued to be his home for 
a long term of years. Mr. Lacroix was married in 
1865 to Miss Josephine Haindfield, and they were 
the parents of eight children. Mrs. Lacroix died 
at the farm home a number of years ago, and’a 
few years Jater Mr. Lacroix contracted a second 
marriage with Mrs. Sophie Lamoureux, widow. 
Some years later, Mr. Lacroix retired from the 
farm and moved to Salix, where he purchased a 
residence. * Later Mrs. Lacroix died in Salix. Mr. 
Lacroix continued to make his home here until 
his death, which occurred in June, 1931. The sur- © 
viving children are, Mrs. A. G. Menard, of Vivian, 
S. D., and Mrs. D. G. Manley, of Sioux City, and 
Ernest and Richard Lacroix, of Salix. 


JOHN B. HICKS 


John 8B. Hicks was born December 20, 1870, at 
Holly Springs, Miss. He went from there with 
his parents to Texas in 1874. He came to W/ood- 
bury county in October, 1901, and entered the em- 
ploy of J. S. McDowell, who was then living on the 
Currier farm, south of town. He moved to Salix 
in July, 1905, and engaged in farming on his own 
account. He moved onto the Sarah Small farm in 
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1909. He, in partnership with Hans Brown, 
purchased a threshing outfit. Brown sold his in- 
terest in 1910 to John Mulvihill, and the next year 
Mr. Hicks purchased his partner’s interest, and he 
continued to operate the outfit in connection with 
his farm work. Mr. Hicks was married to Miss 
Mae McDowell, of Salix, on October 4, 1904, and to 
them were born four sons and one daughter, Lee 
Hicks, of Sioux City, and James, Ear], Benton and’ 
Viola Hicks, all living in Sloan. Mr. Hicks died at 
Madison, Wis., March 9, 1912. 


GREGOIRE DUHAIME 


Gregoire Duhaime was born in Canada in 1833. 
He came west in 1876, and settled on a farm in 
Union county, Dakota, where he remained until © 
the fall of 1888, when he moved with his family to 
Salix, and he engaged in the meat market business 
with his son, Edward C. Duhaime. In 1892, Mr. 
Duhaime disposed of his business in Salix and 
moved back onto his fsrm near Elk Point. Before 
coming west, Mr. Duhaime was married in Canada 
to Miss Angele Desmarais. Mrs. Duhaime died at 
her home in Elk Point. Later Mr. Duhaime con- 
tracted a second marriage with Mrs. Elmire Bour- 
relle, and they resided in Jefferson down to the 
time of his death, which occurred on July 25, 1905. 
The children who survive include Alex Duhaime, 
of Woonsocket, S. D.; N. I. Duhaime and E. C. Du- 
haime, of Sioux. City; Mrs. N. J. Devin, of Port- 
land, Ore., and Mrs. Louis N. Duchaine, of Sloan. 


ANDREW J. HUNTLEY 


Andrew J. Huntley was born at West Exeter, 
N. Y., on November 4, 1842. He came to Sergeant 
Bluff in 1868, where he purchased a farm of 160 | 
acres, near that town, which: he operated in part- 
nership with Jas. A. Taft.. He moved to Salix 
about 1887, and, in partnership with M. Faulkner, 
purchased the hardware store of P. W. Southworth. 
These gentlemen added a complete line of general 


132 


naihe: 9? beiriaas mE RS -_ ale 
of tive DOO! » tadatoO magpie Cy ftom 
oad xotiguat ooo bas enoa tyat¢ 
birt vdhintl ixvet eomnt haw vid xeole 
$e baih ado x84 .naoit at yaivid He ne 
— a nt 


ROBE wi share at orod aw euagerD 


+ 
; ’ 
. \ 
¥ f 
2 
) yy 
we a 
— aon 
r ree Y 
Fi 
os wae 
Pare ears 
. oe # A 
.aT A * 
ms J _- 
ae Po 
9 J 
, 
Tahoe 
*V 
Ta 
ie 
iam 4 
ipsa s 
- as 


pi 
_ 
Pha 


fie bowiemet od oval pole 
oo} lie? isl ditw hover ad mode, | 
aeoniaud Jodtecn tone add ci be y 
the 2082 at sniadetl free 
brs ifn ai easaiedd aid to baw 
exote suiod fi tao wt ed ano 
shase) af borin saw oottad oT Pia deo 
ja beth ominsdedl eitl 2 sing A . | E 
anol simi ait siw oyair | Us, ee 
ed} od awob nowvettel ui bobiass 1 so be a see 
BOG! 88 yw wo harieos0 toidw diaeb gif'to omit ene BS 


ts et ld 2 Ne 


eiainte xsiA obulont svivave od 


. earee 

pied 

- 
—_, 


a 

.? 
ed eee 
se ee = 

te age A 


= De ae 


+ stand re PL 
. > v . 


s d | 

; , Wad 
u* a5 . oral eet 
; - 


ee 


71a 
otal s60W te wid tow ent " | 
tansgred od eizns atl STF x bony nie 
sen A sng 6h ane 
gre 7’ weit, a ‘ ; 
Sai Set gud a, 
bos te hidioren bi 
| oF toF wt 2 onset ee ares 
pepe Fn ee gee 


‘ bry if om Pol a 2 


, 
7 — Ls 
ee oe 
a, gt; 1 : 

7 BT y* 


err 


merchandise to the hardware stock, and continued 
business for a short time, when Mr. Huntley pur- 
chased the interest of his partner. About 1890, 
Mr. Huntley disposed of his stock and business to’ 
P. W. Southworth, and in 1903 he engaged in the 


dry goods business in Sioux City, from whichhe .. 


retired in 1905, and moved back to Sergeant Bluff. 
Mr. Huntley was married February 22, 1867, to 
Miss Mina Cole. Mr. Huntley died at Sergeant 
Bluff, April 11, 1921, and Mrs. Huntley passed away 
in January, 1931. The relatives remaining include 


EK. E. Huntley, of Omaha, a brother, and Mrs. Jose- © 


phine Taft and Mrs. Della Ingerson, of Los An- 
geles, Cal., sisters. 


‘PATRICK FRANCIS 


Patrick Francis was born in Ireland about the 
year 1833. He came to this country in 1869, com- 
ing direct to Salix, and engaged in railroad work, 
which he followed for some years. Later he pur- 
chased a tract of land in Section 27, Liberty town- 
ship, which has remained a family possession 
down to the present time. Mr. Francis was mar- 
ried in 1870, to Miss Catherine Collins, also a na- 
tive of Ireland, and they were the parents of six 
children, four of whom, Joseph, John, Julia and 
Margaret Francis, still reside. on the home 
place. Mr. Francis died at. his home here on Oc- 
tober 6, 1896, and Mrs. Francis passed away, on | 
February 1, 1912. 


CHARLES B. CAMPBELL 


Charles B. Campbell, son of Archibald and ~ 
Charity Voorhees Campbell, was born February 
26, 1855, at Campbell Mt., Downsville, New York. | 
This was his home until 1876. He attended the 
public schools of the town, and also Walton Acad- 
emy, at Walton, N. Y., and when through school 
engaged in teaching for a time. In 1876, he vame 
to Sergeant Bluff, making his home in that vicini- 
ty until in 1880, he purchased a farm five and one- 
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half miles north of Salix, and this town became 
his mail and trading point until the town of Luton 
was established, on the Milwaukee railroad; much 
nearer his home. On February 22, 1881, he mar- 
ried Mary Jane, daughter of Franklin and Calista 
Schell, at their home in Liberty township. They 
made their home on the farm he had purchased, 
where he successfully carried on the business of 
farming and stock raising, until the spring of 1915, 
when, having sold his farm, he moved with his 
family to Valier, Mont. Here he purchased land 
in the irrigated valley near Valier, which he rents, 
and a home in Valier, where he still lives. Mr. 
_and Mrs. Campbell were the parents of six child- 
ren, Roy, Edna, Elsie, Mary, Lloyd and Archie, all 
of whom are yet living. Mrs. Campbell died June 
28, 1928, at Valier. 


THOMAS O’FARRELL 


. Thomas O’Farrell was bern in Castle Gregory, 
Ireland, February 6, 1846. During his boyhood 
he attended the Christian Brothers school in Ire- 
land for several years. He came to Boston, 
Mass., on May 1, 1863, and then moved to New 
York state in August, 1865. He came to Iowa in 
1871, settling on a. farm in Section 15, Liberty 
township, Woodbury county, where he engaged in 
farming and stock raising. He retired from farm- 
ing in March, 1890, and moved to the town of Sa- 
lix, where he resided for a number of years, serv- 

ing several terms as mayor of the town. In March, 
1904, he purchased a farm in Section 3, Lakeport 
township, upon which he moved and made his 

home for some years. While a resident of Lake- 
port, he served. as township clerk and school di- 
rector. Mr. O’Farrell was married on July 6, 1881, 

to Miss Margaret Curran, of Salix, and they were 
the parents of four children, John, who died at 

the age of three months, in September, 1885; Mrs. 

John Molan, of Montrose, Minn.; Mrs. Jos. Krei- 
ber, of Sioux City, and Miss Mary O’Farrell, of Sa- 
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lix. Mr. O’Farrell died at his home on August 27 
1911, and Mrs. O’Farrell died December 4, 1923. 


WILLIAM GLOVER 


William Glover was born in Kentucky in 1832. 
He moved first to Missouri, and later came to 
Woodbury county with his brother, B. F. Glover, 
and the brothers operated a saw mill in Lakeport 
township for many years. When the supply of - 
timber was exhausted, Mr. Glover engaged in 
farming in the same neighborhood. He was mar- 
ried on December 12, 1867, to Miss Emily Rains, . 
and to them were born nine children, seven of 
whom are still living, as follows: Benjamin Glov- 
er, of Martinsburg, Neb.; Frank Glover, of Sloan; 
Charles Glover, of Lincoln, Neb.; Walter Glover 
and Robert Glover, and Mrs. F. M. Richards, of 
Sloan, and Mrs. Howard Miller, of Evanston, Wyo. 
Mr. Glover died at the home of his son, Walter 
Glover, in Lakeport township, on December 16, 
1923. Mrs. Glover died in 1917. 
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XXIV-—L. M. Brown Comes 1855, Payne Sargisson, 
Stock Man, Locates Near Luton, Grange Township 


‘i ALKING from Rock Island, Il., to DesMoines, 
WW and from there to Council Bluffs, and then 
| to Sioux City, L. M. Brown, a native of» 

Rome, N. Y., who was following the advice. 


of the late Horace Greeley to “Go west, young: 


man,” came here in search of a location where he 
could settle and “make a fortune.” Mr Brown ex- 
plained that one of his reasons for making the trip» 
on foot was that hotel men, seeing a man come in 
on the stage, or some other public conveyance, | 
would conclude that he must be the possessor of 
considerable wealth, and the rates for hotel uccom- 
modations would be “boosted” accordingly. 

Mr. Brown came‘here in 1855, having remain- 
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ed one year in Rock Island, on his way from his 
eastern home, and shortly after his arrival he pur- 
chased a farm in Section 34, Woodbury township, 
which he proceeded to make over into a model 
dairy farm. 

Patrick Francis, of Ireland, arrived here in 
1869. Mr. Francis was a brother-in-law of Joseph 
Small, and he, also, was a railroad man, and assist- 
ed in the work of building some of the railroads 
entering into Sioux, while maintaining a residence 
in the vicinity of Salix. | 

F. O. Hunting, born and raised in the state of 
Maine, arrived here in 1867. Mr. Hunting had 
. been a resident of lowa for about three years pre- 
vious to his coming here, having been located in 
Cedar county for that length of time. Upon his 
srrival here, Mr. Hunting purchased a farm in Sec- 
tion, 6, in Sloan township, 

Louis Tremblay and family arrived here from 
Canada in 1876, and he immediately found employ- 
ment on farms in the neighborhood. 

gohn T. Mulvihill, of Ozark, Iowa, arrived in 
Liberty township in 1876. . 

Douglas W. Wright, a native of Melbourne, 
Australia, arrived in Salix in 1886, and a little lat- 
er he purchased a farm in Section 7, Sloan town- 
ship, and he became in fact a resident of the com- 
munity, » . ; 

Matthew M. Murray, a native of Canada, ar- 
rived in Woodbury county with his family in 1889. : 
He at once purchased a large farm in Section 6, 
Sloan township. This farm had been the property 
of F. O. Hunting, and was. at the time considered 
one of the really good farms it that section. 

In the summer of 1892, a young man named 
Payne Sargisson, a native of England, who had 
come as far as Wall Lake, Iowa, some four or five 
years before, and engaged in farming, decided to 
engage in the cattle feeding business on an exten- 
sive scale. He accordingly came to Luton, one of 
the new towns opened on the Milwaukee railroad, 
east of Salix, and in company with C. W. Payne, of 
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West Side, bought up several thousands of acres 
of land in that vicinity, in all about nine sections, 
and proceeded to erect the necessary buildings, 
and stock the place with cattle and hogs. 

Extensive improvements were made on the 
ranch from time to time, additional sheds and 
barns were built, as the demand for the same be- 
came evident, hundreds of acres: of land were put 
under cultivation, and many men were employed 
to help with the farm work and the care of the 
stock. In the course of time, Mr. Sargisson had 
put up for himself one of the most modern and 
convenient residences that could be found in that 
day. 

Large numbers of cattle and hogs, in fact 
thousands, were kept on the farm at all times, and 
shipments to market were made by the trainload. 
Besides feeding all the hay and grain that could 
be raised on land owned and cultivated by this 
firm, large quantities of both were bought from 
the neighboring farmers, thus affording a conven- 
ient market at all times for all surplus stocks of 
farm prodtcts. . 

On account of the large volume of business 
transacted, and the large sums. of money nécessa- 
ry at.all times to pay for help, produce, and stock 
. purchases, Payne & Sargisson established a bank- 
ing house in the village of Luton, and H. C. Fed- 
derson was piaced in charge as-cashier. Besides 
caring for the financial interests of this firm, the 
institution transacted a general banking business 
for the benefit of the general public. : 

Thomas J. Iden, of Iilinois,. arrived here in 
1893, and located on a farm he purchased in Sec- 
tion 25, Lakeport township. 

H. E. Brown arrived here in 1893, and located 
on a farm in Section 22, Liberty township, at the 
north end of Brown’s lake. 

J. H. Klingensmith, a native of Pennsylvania, 
- arrived here in 1894, and became a tenant farmer | 
in Liberty township. 

Michael Dougherty, a native of Pittsburg, Pa., 
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purchased a farm in Section 36, Liberty township, 
in 1894, upon which he settled. 

Albert Devin, who had been conducting a har- . 
ness shop in Salix since 1887, concluded to turn 
granger, and after disposing of his shop, in 1894 
purchased a farm in Section 3, Lakeport township, 
known as the Louis Gibeau farm. 

John T. Pope, who had been the owner of a 
tract of land in Section 10, in Lakeport . township, 
which he had later sold, in 1894 purchased a large 
improved farm in Section 26, in the same town- 
ship, and straight west of Sloan. After the sale of 
his first farm, and before making his recent pur- 
chase, Mr. Pope had spent some time in railroad 
construction work in Nebraska, and also on the 
North Western road in Monona county, and later 
on the Milwaukee road near Madison, S.D. Mr. 
Pope’s farm in Section 10 was purchased by R. S. 
Hammon, who was at that time propua of the 
Lakeport store. 

In September, 1895, R. S. stats moved his 
store,trom its former location, about one-half mile 
south, to the McFarland corner, 

Xavier Foisy and family arrived here from 
Canada during 1896, and located almost at once on 
a rented farm. 

John B. Hicks, a native of Mississippi, arrived 
here in the spring of 1901, and after a short ser- 
vice as a farm laborer, rented a portion of the Cur- 
rier farm, south of town, in Lakeport township. 

Bertel M. Stoddard, of Minonk, IIl., arrived in 
this section in 1901, and he at once pecans inter-_ 
ested in Woodbury county real estate. In a short 
time he and his father, under the title of B. M. 
Stoddard & Son, acquired large tracts of land 
in Sloan, Lakeport, Liberty and Grange townships. 
A large portion of this land was under cultivation 
and in the hands of tenant farmers. A little later, 
the Stoddards put up and operated an elevator at 
Owego, a station on the Milwaukee railroad, east 
of here, to handle the large quantities of grain 
that came to them from their farms. 
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XXV-—Parochial School Built, Town Incorporated, 
Huntley & Ingerson Dispose of Their Business 


@rOR several months after the big fire of Octo- 
af ber 12, 1892, in which E. E. Huntley and H. 
Ingerson suffered the loss of the greater 
part of their stock of general merchandise, 
these gentlemen, with what goods that had been 
saved, opened temporary quarters in the E. H. 
- Low & Co. warehouse, located near the North 
Western depot. In another part of the same build- 
ing was located Duhaime & Devin with the mer- 
chandise that had been saved from their store. 
These two firms, competitors in the mercantile 
line remained in this room for some time, until 
new and better quarters could be secured. . 

A new building was at once erected on the 
site of the Huntley & Ingerson store, which was 
“occupied by Nelson & Cook with a stock of hard- 
ware. For a time, E. E. Huntley maintained an 
office in thiS building, where was transacted the 
business connected with his elevator. 

George Linkswiler, who had purchased the in- 
terest of his partner, George Storey, a year or so 
later, or in December, 1892, sold his meat market 
to William Primmer. 

In December, 1890, the Pedeah ae of St. Jos- 
eph’s church of Salix made the first move toward 
the building of a parochial school. Rev. Jas. A. 
Griffin, then pastor of the church, had called a 
mecting of the parishioners to consider the pro- 
ject, at which the enthusiasm manifested resulted 
in the subscribing of the sum of $3,000.00 for the 
purpose, and the following year the erection of a 
building was begun. The school opened May 2, 
1892, for a short two months’ course, with an en- 
rollment of 127 pupils. The charge of the school 
was assumed by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny, 
a well known order of teaching sisters. 

E. O. B. Chadwick, who had at various times 
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been employed in different stores in Salix, and © 
who later engaged in the mercantile business in a 
_ building on Poplar street, just west of the Currier 
bank building, was one of the heavy losers in the 
big fire of October 12, his stock of merchandise 
having been entirely destroyed, with practically no 
insurance. Following this catastrophe, Mr. Chad- 
wick did not re-engage in the mercantile business, 
but a little later he did purchase the drug store 
from James F. Taylor, who was the owner at that 
time. Associated with Mr. Chadwick was his son, 
John B. Chadwick, who was a registered pharma- 
cist. | 

In November, 1892, J. W. Low opened a new 
and complete line of hardware in new quarters he 
had prepared for that purpose. He also conclud- 
ed a deal for the purchase of the hardware stock in 
the Huntley & Ingerson store. thus eliminating 
competition from that source. 

Following the big fire of October 12, Huntley 
& Ingerson, who had lost their store building, and 
a layge share of their stock of goods, had moved 
what was left of their goods into a warehouse near 
the depot, belonging to Low Bros. Shortly after 
the building of the Currier Block, in 1893, this 
stock of goods was moved into the south room of 
that block, and the firm was again in a position to 
serve the public. : ? 

J. E. St. Onge, who had for some time been a 
resident of Salix, and who had been engaged in 
various lines of business, decided, in 1893, to en- 
gage in the grocery business. He secured a build- 
ing on Poplar street, which he proceeded to fit up, 
and installed a fine line of staple and fancy grocer- 
ies. About the same time he secured an adjoin- 
ing building, which contained a large baker’s oven, 
and with the assistance of an expert baker, he be- 
gun the operation of a firstclass bakery in connec- 
t:on with his grocery store. The products of this 
bakery were carried to the customers in the sur- 
rounding country by means of a horse and wagon, 
his son, Emil St. Onge, being most of the time the 
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salesman in charge, and the new concern gradual- 
ly built up a fine trade. 

On March 9, 1893, was started a movement 
in the matter of incorporating the town of Salix. 
A petition, signed by N. J. Devin, Claus Erickson, 
Joe Ayers, and others, asking that the matter of 
incorporating the town come up for hearing, was 
submitted to the district court. The court found 
that the petition was signed by the requisite num- 
ber of electors residing within the limits of the 
proposed incorporated town, and that the petition 
described the territory to be embraced within the 
said limits, with a map of the same, and also the 
name proposed for the said corporation. The 
court also found, from the proof introduced, that 
the territory to be embraced within the said limits 
contained the requisite number of inhabitants, and. 
that the petitioners had in all respects complied 
with the law in relation thereto. 

Hon. Frank R. Gaynor, then judge of the dis- 
trict court for Woodbury county, appointed EK. E. 
Huntley, N. J. Devin, Claus Erickson, Philip Sny- 
der and Alfred Pepin, as commissioners, to call an 
election of all the qualified voters of the territory 
embraced within the proposed town limits, to be 
held at some convenient place, and that notice be 
given by publication in the newspapers, The Sloan 
Star and The Salix Chief, and by posting in five 
different places. 

The aforesaid pisaodings were duly certified © 
to by R. E. Sackett, the clerk of the district court 
of Woodbury county. 

Followed a notice of election, signed by the ~ 
commissioners, calling for a special election to be 
beld on the 17th day of April, 1893, and describing 
the territory to be included in the proposed incor- 
porated limits of the town as “All of the West 
Half of Section Thirty-five, in Township Eighty- 
seven, North, of Range Forty- ‘seven, West of the 
Fifth Principal Meridian.” 

The election was duly held at the appointed 
time, and resulted in a decision in favor of the in- 
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corporation by a vote of 53 to 1. A notice of said 
election results was sent to the clerk of the dis- 
trict court, as required by law. 

Following the incorporation, an election was 
called, to be held on June 12, 1893, for the purpose 
of choosing a set of officers for the new town. 

The election, duly held, resulted in the selec- 
tion of E. Ek. Huntley, as mayor; E. H. Low, record- 
er; E. O. B. Chadwick, S. P. Linkswiler, Claus 
Erickson, Alfred Pepin, M. Harrington and Frank 
VanDusen, councilmen. 

At the first meeting of the new council, held 
June 19, 1848, the new officers qualified before F. 
M. Corr, a justice of the peace. — 

The new council. then proceeded in the nam- 
ing of the several appointive officers to take charge 
of the different branches of the municipal duties, 
as follows: M. Harrington, treasurer; George Pat- 
terson, marshal; E. B. Trimble, road commissioner; 
Dr. James F’. Taylor, health officer. 

At the general election in November, 1892, the 
unexpected happened for the second time in less 
than a decade, and a democratic president was 
again elected to preside as the nation’s chief ex- 
ecutive. Grover Cleveland, who had served as 
president from March, 1885, to March, 1889, was 
again placed at the head of the government at 
Washington. Among the postal appointments 
made by President Cleveland, on entering upon his 
duties, was for the office at Salix. Francis M. Corr, 
who had served the patrons of the office faithfully 
and well during President Cleveland’s first term, 
from November 2, 1885, to September 19, 1889, was 
again placed in charge of the post office in 
Salix, entering upon his duties on April 10, 1893 
This appointment, as with the former one, was 
well received by the people of Salix, who were as- 
sured of firstclass service in that office for the en- 
suing four years. 

In September, 1893, the Model Bakery, owned 
and operated by Warren T. Bigelow, was sold to 
Chas. Phillipson. The bakery had been in opera- 
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tion for a number of years, and had proved to be 
popular, as well as a money maker, but the fact 
that Mr. Bigelow was not a baker, probably had 
something to do with his disposal of the business. 

The City Meat Market, which had been owned 
and operated for some time by William Primmer, 
was sold, together with the stock and good will, 
in September, 1893, to John Mulvihill, who took 
possession at once. 

Dr. W. R. Keeney, who had beer practicing 
medicine in Salix for a number of years, in Sep- 
tember, 1893, decided to close his business here 
and move to Maurice. His appointment as physi- 
cian for the Sioux City and Minneapolis railway 
company in Sioux county, was an important factor 
in helping him decide’ to move to ‘that place. Dr. 
Keeney had gradually built up a fine practice, was 
well liked by his clientele, and his going was con- 
sidered a genuine loss to the town, 

Some time during the summer of 1893, a stook? 
company of prominent citizens of the town and | 
surrounding community was organized for.the pur- 
pose of eqttipping and operating a vinegar factory 
in the town of Salix. Moise Jauron, who had re- 
cently arrived here from the east, and who had 
had some experience in that line, was at the head 
of the company. Associated with him in a finan- 
cial way were Pierre Lacroix, F. J. Jauron, Joseph 
Choquette, ard others. A complete set of equip. 
ment. was purchased and installed in the Bigelow 
building. A large amount of the product was man- 
ufactured, and most of it found a ready sale, but 
for one cause or another, the company existed for 
only a short time, and finally discontinued opera- 
tions, and the equipment was disposed of and — 
moved away. 

Michael O'Connor, a son of John O’Connor, of 
north of town, in 1893 engaged in the mercantile 
business in a new store building he had erected 
on Tipton street, near the intersection of Willow 
street. 

L. F. Lawson, who had been siestveene in the 
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Albert Devin harness shop for some time, in 1893 
purchased the shop from his employer, and con- 
tinued the business under his own eines and 
ownership. ‘ 

At a meeting of the town council, held on the 
evening of October 6, 1893, an initial step was tak- 
en toward securing some sort of fire protection, 
by the reading and adoption of a resolution, ask- 
ing that a petition be circulated among the tax 
payers of the town, praying that the town council 
be given the right .to expend not to exceed $1,200.00 
for fire protection. 

At a special meeting of the town council held 
on the evening of October 18, a contract was en- 
tered into with the Fire Extinguishing Manufac- 
turing Company, of Chicago, for the purchase of a 
Chemical Fire Extinguisher, of 100-gallon capacity, 
at a cost of $900.00. At a later meeting of the 
council, it was decided to purchase of Albert Dev- 
in, twenty-seven feet off the west end of Lot 10, 
Block 3, at a cost of $65.00, upon which to erect a 
building for housing the fire engine, and also for 
use as a council chamber. 

As a means of protection from fire, a fire de- 
partment was organized on December 22, 1893, 
with the following members: E. E. Huntley, Jas. F. 
Taylor, J. B. Chadwick, Stir] Linkswiler, Chas. C. 
Woodward, M. O’Connor, Albert Devin, Nels A. 
Nelson, Chas. F. Corr, W. P. Southworth, KE. H. 
Low, N. I. Duhaime. . 

In the spring of 1894, J. Z. Devin, who had for 
some time been employed in a local harness shop, 
built and occupied a new shop on the east side of 
Tipton street. About the same time, Mr. Devin 
took over the agency for the Davis & Co. line of 
farming implements. 

Some time during the early part of 1894, Ras- 
mus Hansen, who had been living in Sergeant 
Bluff, came to Salix and formed a partnership with 
S. P. Linkswiler, and the new firm, under the name 
of Linkswiler & Hansen, opened a new general 
merchandise store in the middle room of the Cur- 
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block. Mr. Hansen had some time previous been 
employed as clerk in- the general store of F. J. 
Jauron, and was therefore familiar with the mer- 
cantile business.- Mr. Linkswiler also had been 
engaged in various lines of business in Salix, and 
was well known to-the people of this vicinity... ~ 

On September 18, 1894, Thos. O’Farrell, who 
had been serving as councilman for some time, ten- 
dered his resignation as a member. of that body, 
which was accepted, and John apiece ‘was. ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy. 

The first move toward the Bolitien of the 
streets of Salix was made during the summer of 
1895, when the council erected .a certain number 
of street lamps, and entered into:a contract with © 
J. H. Fenstermacher to light the same, and also to 
care for the lamps, and the engine house, start 
the fires, etc., at a salary of $5.50 per month. The © 
council also provided that the lamps be regulated 
to burn until 11:00 o’clock at night, except the five 
lamps in the business section, which were to re- 
main lighted until 4:00 o’clock in the morning. 

Huntley & Ingerson, the general merchandise 
firm, who had been doing business in the south 
room of the Currier block since the big fire of 
October 12, 1892, disposed of their stock in 1895 to 
George I’. Hammer, of Sioux City, Mr. Hammer 
was not altogether unknown to the people of Salix 
and vicinity, as he had been employed as a travel- 
ling salesman, and had often visited the town. 

In August, 1895, F. J. Jauron began the work 
of erecting a new frame building, on his lot on Tip- 
ton street, which he expects to occupy in a short 
time with a stock of general merchandise. The 
structure is a one-story frame, 24x100 feet in size, 
and veneered with galvanized iron. Bagene Sene- 
cal is the builder. 

In September, 1895, Vet Moss was the owner 
and operator of the local barber shop. 

‘In the latter part of September, 1895, Pp. W. 
Southworth & Son, who had built a small building 
on the corner of Poplar and Tipton streets, on the 
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site formerly occupied by the Methodist church 
building, which they had occupied as a hardware 
store, made arrangements for the erecting of a 
larger and more permanent building for use as a 
store. The small building already in use will be 
moved further west, remaining as an addition to 
the main store, and will be used as a display room 
for a stock of furniture to be added soon to their 
hardware business. 

The work of rebuilding and replacing the por- 
tion of the town which had been destroyed by the 
big fire of October 12, 1892, was progressing, slow- 
ly but surely. The Currier brick business block 
and the Taylor drug store building, also of brick, 
and the erection of the Jauron building, a little 
farther south on Tipton street, already made that 
portion of the town look much better and more 
prosperous. And, also, the proposed new 
building by the Southworths added considerably 
to the prospects of the town, Some other build- 
ings also were talked of as possibilities for the 
not too distant future. _ 

~The members of the town council, in February, 
1896, being in doubt as to the legality of certain 
ordinances, passed after one reading, asked for the 
passage of a bill by the general assembly at. Des 
Moines, to legalize the same. The following is a 
copy of the bill as presented by Hon. F. McNulty, 
of Des Moines, for action: 

A Bill—For an act to legalize certain ordi- 
nances of the Town of Salix, Woodbury County, 
Iowa: Whereas, Certain ordinances have been 
passed by the town of Salix, in the county of 
Woodbury, and state of Iowa, upon one reading 
only, without a suspension of the rules, and, 
whereas, a doubt exists as to the legality of the 
same, be it resolved, by the general assembly of 
the state of Iowa: Section 1. That all ordinances 
heretofore passed by the Town of Salix, upon one 
reading only, without a suspension of the rules, 
are hereby declared legal and valid, the same and 
in like manner as if said rules haa been suspend- 
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ed, and the same duly passed in accordance with 
the same. 

A resolution was then adopted by the council, 
as follows: Be it Resolved, by the Town Council 
of the Incorporated Town of Salix, that the thanks 
of the said council be tendered to Hon. F. McNulty 
for his promptness in legalizing the ordinances of 
the Town of Salix, and be it further resolved, That 
a copy of the resolutions be spread upon the min- 
utes, and also a copy be sent. to Hon. F. McNulty, 
at Des Moines. 


ee 


XXVI-—Nap J. Hubert, John T. Pope, J. E. St.Onge, 
Wm. Hollenbeck, W. G. Moon, R. Huot, and Others 


NAPOLEON J. HUBERT. 


APOLEON J. HUBERT was born in Vercheres, 

N Canada, August 1, 1857. He came to Salix 
with his parents, arriving here on Decem- 

ber’3, 1869. For some years after his arriv- 

al he continued to make his home with them, in 
Lakeport township. In 1880, he was married to 
Miss Rosanna Pepin, and they moved at once onto 
a farm in Section 15, Lakeport township. In Nov- 
ember, 1906, Mr. Hubert was elected as a member — 
ot the board of county supervisors from the Fifth 
District, which at that lime was composed of Lib- 
erty, Lakeport, Grange, Sloan, West Fork and 
Willow townships. He served the county in the 
capacity of supervisor for three years, refusing a 
renomination at the end of that time. In 1917 he 
retired from the farm and moved into Salix, where 
he engaged in the implement. business, succeeding 
Stephen Cleary, who had been engaged in that 
line of business. Later Mr. Hubert disposed of 
his business and devoted his entire time to his - 
land in Lakeport township, near the river. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hubert are the parents of seven child- 
ren, all of whom are living in the vicinity of Salix. 
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JOHN T. POPE 


John T. Pope, a native of Illinois, was born 
in Mattoon, that state, March 25, 1859. He came 
to Salix in 1852, and at first was employed at For- 
ney’s saw mill, and later moved ontoa farm in Sec- 
tion 10, in that township. In February, 1889, Mr. 
Pope formed a partnership with R. S. Hammon, 
and they purchased a store building and stock of 
John Myers, located in Lakeport township Mr. 
Pope remained in the mercantile business about 
four months, when he disposed of his interest to 
his partner, and moved with his family to Salix. 
He then engaged in railroading, first in Nebraska, 
then on the Northwestern line near Turin, in Mono- 
na county. Then he moved to Madison, S. D., and 
back to Lakeport township, and in 1894 moved on- 
to a farm he had purchased, just west of Sloan. 
He sold this farm in 1902, and after spending a 
few years in Nebraska, returned to this section in 
1905 and purchased the Moore farm, southwest of 
Sloan, where he lived for several years. Mr. Pope 
retired from active farming in 1912, and moved in- 
to Sloan, where he and Mrs. Pope are at pres- 
ent living. Mr. and Mrs. Pope are the parents 
of five children, Mrs. D. I. Thacker, of Leeds, Owen 
Pope, of Sloan; Mrs. C. J. Murray, of Sioux City; 
Mrs. Fritz Henry, of Sloan, and Mrs. Eugene Ger- 
rant, of Long Beach, Calif. 


JOSEPH EDWARD ST. ONGE 


Joseph Edward St. Onge was born in Canada, 
December 16, 1852. He was married to Miss Marie 
David, also a resident of Canada, in January, 1875, 
and in 1884 they came to Salix. Mr. St. Onge was 
identified with the business life of Salix from the 
time of his arrival here almost up to the time of 
his death. He was engaged in various lines of 
business, including the grocery and bakery lines. 
For a short time following 1880, he was a resident 
of Sloan, where he operated a clothing and haber- 
dashery store. However, he soon returned to Sa- 
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lix and remained for several years, and then he 
and his family moved to Sioux City, and after a_ 
residence of a few years in the metropolis; he re- 
turned to Salix, where he remained up to the time 
of his death, which occurred on December 18, 1914. 
Mrs. St. Onge passed away just one week after her 
husband, on December 25, 1914. Mr. and Mrs. St. 
Onge were the parents of eleven: children, only 
four of whom are still living, as follows: Emil St. 
Onge, of Detroit, Mich.; Mrs. Geo. LeVasseur, of 
Los Angeles, Calif.; Joseph St. Onge, of Boston, 
Mass., and Sister Immaculate, of Omaha, Neb. 


WILLIAM L. WATERMAN 


William L. Waterman was born in-Onandago 
county, N. Y., August 9, 1823, He came to Salix in 
1887, making his home much of the time with his 
daughter, Mrs. J. A. Keeler. Mr. Waterman was 
married in 1845 to Miss Nancy Reese, and they ~ 
were the parents of two children. Mr. Waterman 
died in Salix on March 6, 1898, and Mrs. Water- 
man died December 28, 1912, at the advanced age 
of ninety-three ae 


WANTON G. MOON 


Wanton G. Moon was born in New York, about 
1827 or 1828. He moved to Kewanee, IIl., in the 
50s. Mr. Moon was an associate of A. T. Bigelow 
before the Civil war. When war was declared in 
1861, Mr. Moon enlisted, and Mr. Bigelow came 
west and settled at Onawa, in Monona county. Af- 
ter the close of the war, Mr. Moon again joined 
Mr. Bigelow, and they, with S. W. Haviland, went 
to the Black Hills, in western Dakota, where he 
remained until 1869, when he came to Salix. Upon 
his arrival here, he purchased a farm, north of 
town, where he resided for a time. In 1880, he be- 
came interested in the mercantile business, first 
-in partnership with A. T. Bigelow, whenfthey pur- 
chased the store and business of Eugene Harring- 
ton, and later with George N. Gibbs, when the lat- - 


149 


Pyne Cine 
Ld as 4 we’ 
. My 
5 ey 
’ 


otf ge ‘bas paagnaenn ‘gor 
8 tefte bas iO xuoi® of boven gl 
ot od atloqottem sd) ai axiey ws 
omit etl) of qe bentemos od wtedw a 
Rit 8f todos no havavomy dot 
wd 165ta Asow aiuto Snail Yow bog 
J2 «xt4 bee aM. Ore! Ge codecs 

ylaa .nerblide aovets “to ative | 
. We Risa vewoslel ea carcivil {tise etaannouhe to | PRN he iis 
Yo Avseas Ved KeD wilh udoit Ht], Aci an AY, Vaid aie 
107807 To yt 32 dqaaol ; \palogA eol a . 
doh ase Yo Athlacacitt aay ok ey: meee eee 


i x aihped 

; Ley or Oe ae 

“ Waseaataw 1 ALLE” Ly 

pishanats ok pied enw seacriateVy su ar oe dea vak 
Gi xii#R of ooze oti E884 2 Jeuuith deayith (FT 7. % om ie 
did sQiw eorit odd to dount emtod | ps ll ! 


anw asinieisW 7M ssleo% AM 4 poeta | “ee 
“edt bas sevoli yous wsilt of GDBE af botriam ee ee: 
neanalaW aM aothlidy owd to aden TRO Os otew. 


rete 21M bon 8081, 3 doasM no eile ai bit Ih a 
age boonevhe oti! 3a. SIC! BS tedmeoggl beth ae | ie i 
#3 Cae © WX vie 


| oom o MOTNA is) 
Ines aio work nk cndiie coe pity 
$43 mi iM sanewod od bevors ofl «, 
wolsgifl .T .A to sinivoans. 9, aaw kee 
ti botsloeb saw saw medW -ocmw fy 
oma ywoloyitl AM bee beinidng | 
JA Ninwoo anode mi waa fe b 
hoalot alége doo aM yrow oft 
Yiaw baelivell W 2 daiwe oy 


ron “hast i 


meade 


ones RELIES A Ge LIARS oS Ot EEE 25 he 
ter purchased the interest of Mr. Bigelow. On 
November 22, 1880, Mr Moon succeeded Eugene 
Harrington as postmaster in Salix. Mr. Moon was 
married in the fall of 1881 to Mrs. Minnie Gibbs. 
In 1895, Mr. and Mrs. Moon moved to Springfield, 
Mo., where they remained for the rest of their 
days. Mr. Moon died on December 25, 1915, and 
Mrs. Moon passed away on December 6, 1926, and 
both are at rest in the cemetery at Springfield. 


JOHN MC DOWELL 


John McDowell, a native of Ohio, was born on 
December 5, 1835. He was first married to Miss 
Harriet Klock, on November 10, 1856, and to them 
were born three children, S. D. McDowell, of Ver- 
million, S. D; M. A. McDowell and W. B. McDow- 
ell, of Wagner, S. D. Mrs. McDowell died Novem- 
ber 27, 1871. On March 10, 1878, Mr. McDowell was 
married to Miss Emily Baldwin, a native of Mis- 
souri, and to them were born two children, Chas. 
McDowell, of Denver, Colo., and Mrs. Mae Hicks 
Napier, of Sloan. Mr. McDowell came to Salix in 
May, 1890, and settled first on the D. M. Beems 
farm, in Lakeport township, where he lived for 
several years. Mr. McDowell died at his home in 
Sloan, on August 23, 1913. 


THOMAS B. KEELE 


Thomas B. Keele was born in Bull’s Gap, Ten- 
nessee, March 20, 1846. He came to Woodbury 
county in 1872, driving through with John Thomp- 
son, of Sergeant Bluff. He came to Lakeport town- 
ship in 1888, and settled on a farm he purchased 
in Section 21, near the Jas. W. Boyd place. Fora 
time he operated the steam engine at Nairn’s mill, 
when that institution was at the height of its 
prominence, and when a number of men were em- 
ployed in different capacities around the premises. 
Mr. Keele was married in 1868 to Miss Eliza Me- 
Bride, of Whitesburg, Tenn., and they were the 
parents of seven children, five boys and two girls, - 
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only two of whom survive, Jesse and Will Keele, 
of Blencoe. Mr. Keele died at his home near Blen- 
coe, on April 10, 1925, and Mrs. Keele died on Oc- 
tober 27, 1918. Mr. Keele enlisted in the Civil war 
at the beginning of the hostilities, was discharged, 
and re-enlisted, and finally peers at Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., in 1864. 


WILLIAM A. HOLLENBECK 


William A. Hollenbeck was born in Cape Vin- 
cent, New York, September 19, 1845. He moved to 
Adams county, Wisconsin, in 1857, and came to 
Liberty township in December, 1872, and settled on 
a farm in Section 10, where he engaged in farming. 
He retired from the farm in November, 1907, and 
moved to Rockwell City. Mr. Hollenbeck was mar- 
ried on September 14, 1864, to Miss Ervilla Ladd, 
and to whom were born. six children, as follows:. 
W. L. Hollenbeck, of Lakeport township; Wayne 
P. Hollenbeck, of Corvallis, Oregon; Mrs. Frances 
Kenetch, of Omaha, Neb:; Mrs. Mamie Hayes, of 
California; Mrs. Hazel Burgett, of. Long Beach, 
Calif.; Dollie Hollenbeck, of Oregon City, Oregon. 
Mr. Hollenbeck died at Rockwell City, Iowa, in 
1919, and Mrs. Hollenbeck passed away on July 10, 
1904; at the family home north’ of Salix, and both 
were laid to rest in Graceland cemetery, in Sioux 
City. Mr. Hollenbeck was a veteran of the Civil 
war, serving as Sergeant in the Nineteenth Wis- 
consin Infantry, Company G, from 1862 to 1865. 


STEPHEN CLEARY 


Stephen Cleary, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Cleary, was born in Lakeport township in 1873, 
and can rightfully claim the distinction of being 
at this time the oldest native born person in that 
township who has continuously lived there. He is 
at present living on a farm he purchased in Sec- 
tion 12, Lakeport township, less than a mile from 
the old homestead where: he was born. Mr. Cleary 
was married February 22, 1910, to Miss Lena 
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Slaughter, of Kansas City, and they are the par-. 
ents of four children. 


SAMUEL D. CONE 


Samuel D. Cone was born in New York, Jan- 
uary 18, 1854. He came to Illinois when a young: 
boy, and from there came to Strawberry Point, 
and later to Sioux City, arriving at the latter place 
in 1870. . From there he went to Dakota City, Neb., 
where he attended school. He came back to Iowa 
in 1882, and was employed for a time in a meat 
market in Sloan. In July of that year he came to 
Salix, and, in partnership with N. Linkswiler, of 
Sloan, he engaged in the meat business. A little 
later, Mr. Linkswiler sold his interest to his part- 
ner, and soon after, Mr. Cone sold an interest to 
S. P. Linkswiler, and thus was formed a partner- 
ship which lasted for several years. In 1885, Cone 
& Linkswiler disposed of. their meat market to 
William Storey, of Sioux City, and from that time 
on the partners engaged in various lines of busi- 
ness, but remained together for several years. 
Finally the partnership was dissolved, and Mr. 
Cone became employed in various places of busi- 
ness as clerk, meat cutter, etc. Mr. Cone was mar- 
ried on December 22, 1880, to Miss Hannah Melin- 
da Owens, of Dakota City, Neb. Mr. Cone died at 
his home in Salix, on January 24, 1926. Mrs. Cone 
is now making her home in Sioux City, where she 
is engaged as assistant superintendent at the 
Florence Crittenton Home. 


NIMROD BURDICK 


Nimrod Burdick was born in Petersburg, N. Y., 
June 6, 1831. He arrived in Salix on April 2, 1872, 
and at once located on a farm in Section 33, Liber- 
ty township, on the banks of Brown’s lake, which 
farm is still owned by members of the family. Mr. 
.Burdick was married on December 25, 1863, to 
Miss Victoria Hill, also of New York, and to them 
were born three children, Harvey J. Burdick and 
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Mrs. Britton Galland, of Salix, and Mark Burdick, 
of Chehalis, Wash. Mrs. Burdick died at her home 
here on February 22, 1901, and Mr. Burdick died 
on July 17, 1917. 


RAOUL HUOT 


Raoul Huot was born in Beloeil, Canada, on 
August 5, 1878. While yet a mere lad, Mr. Huot 
_ attended the Veterinary College at Laval, Canada, 
and at the age of eighteen years he received his 
degree as veterinary surgeon and dentist. In 1900 
he arrived in Salix and for a time he practiced his 
profession in the vicinity, but devoted the greater 
part. of his time to agricultural labors. He was 
married on April 11, 1904, to Miss Marie Louise 
Hubert, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nap. J. Hu- 
bert, and to them were born eight children, seven 
of whom are living. A few years ago Mr. Huot 
purchased a farm in Section 3, Lakeport township, 
better known to the older settlers as the Gibeau’ 
farm. Mr. Huot met a tragic death on the night 
of August 19,, 1930, when, while on his way toa 
neighbor’s home in his antomobile, the gasoline 
tank in his car exploded, spraying the burning 
gasoline over his clothes, and inflicting injuries to 

the extent that he died within a few hours after 
the accident. 


PAUL CABANA 


Paul Cabana was born in Vercheres, Canada, 
in 1849. He came to Salix with his family in 1880. 
For a number of years he was engaged in farming, 
most of the time as an employe, and was for some. 
‘years employed on the Brughier farm, south of 
Salix. Mrs. Cabana died in 1895, and about 1905 
Mr. Cabana retired from active farm labor and 
- thereafter made his home with some one of his 
children. . He died in 1925, at Timber Lake, S. D., 
where he had resided for some years. At the time 
of his death, Mr. Cabana was survived by three. 
sons and four daughters. 
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C. M. HASSELL 

C. M. Hassell, a native of North Carolina, was 
born on July 17, 1854. He came to Salix in 1890, 
with his family, and labored here for some years 
as atenant farmer. Mr. Hassell. was married on 
September 24, 1873, to Miss Martha Couch, and to 
them were born six children. One daughter, Mrs. 
L. F’, Lawson, of Sioux City, is the only member of 
the family living in this vicinity. Mr. Hassell died 
February 28, 1898, and later Mrs. Hassell and the 
children moved to Oregon. 


XAVIER FRANCIS. FOISY 


Xavier Francis Foisy was born in Canada, May 
15, 1852. He came to the United States in 1896, 
and had been a resident of this vicinity up to a 
few years ago, when he had gone to Jefferson, S. 
D., where he made his home up to the time of his 
death, which occurred on September 7, 1931. Mrs. 
Foisy died a number of years ago. Surviving the 
deceased are three sons and two daughters: Mrs. 
David Bemier, of Sanborn, Mrs. Chas. Hoffman, of 
Sibley, and Homer and Henry Foisy in Sioux City. 


RICHARD LACROIX ey in, aed 


Richard Lacroix was born in Contre Gagaes 
Canada, about 1830. He came to Salix in 1860, and 
remained two years, returning to Canada. He re- 
turned to Salix in-1868, and settled on land which 
is now known as the Brughier farm. Mr. Lacroix — 
lost his life in a threshing machine accident which 
occurred on the old Brughier farm, northwest of 
Sioux City, in the summer of 1872. One son, Nap- 
oleon Lacroix, is now a resident.of Jefferson, S. D. 


ALEXIS LANOTT 


Alexis Lanott, a native of Belgium, was born 
in Souei, in 1822. He came to America with his 
‘wife in 1848, and landed in New Orleans, La., forty- 
eight days after embarking a sailboat in his coun- 
- try. He came to this section in 1881, and two years 


154 


te es hee oe pepe a 
einyy emnod rol ated beseds! ban ,vlimal oo 
mo beiisens wew JioeeaH aM asorid Jaen He 
oS hie towed alive iM 08 ATL BS sactarte: 
2M soldynel oO coosblifio xin wrod oh 
te sedanear au oft at yriD xi to ne) 
haih foveal «MM qilviviv vid? at yuivil git 
ahd bet tonasH 2M etal Bae 80ST oS exiey 
aoger) ot Sova aaeblid 


pete. BOM ARt ava 


on beard ni cod kew yeio4 sedi 
MABE ui aotate hatin edt o3 ee ae 
& oF qu ylaidiv uidt Yo Jasbiaer a aged bed bar 
& aosroehiel of eaoy bad od nodw oye, etmoy wot 
eist 20 varld ost? of gis ocnod sid obacm od omstin 
AM EET yehatqo® no Bariusoe sists thy 
edt yrivivivS oga winey to sedan a. beth 
esd cersidgesl ow) baie anos sould pam ne. 
Yo emttol wad wiM .niodaae to rates 
MEQ reali at dot " cit hae re 


Sete aad 


Ly ee “logos CAs, 


Lael 


Bia DBBE ai. xia’ oi omio oH 0881 duoda is 7 
91 SH absaad of Hoicwts1 aisey ow! bani re 
doidw beel ao beittes bua BOB ri xitak 08-9 ae 
| dovesd aM jeret dithyerS adi ee awood Wen 
 doldtw tasbbow acideoan Suhdiaids ‘nat ote 9k Meet. 
Ve teowlrsos waved sitlyunll bio oft ao born 7 


| oatmeal aout . nos 


pen’ ee 
th) a thy 


later he purchased a farm in Section 23, Liberty 
township. Mr. Lanott died at his home here on 
March 16, 1908, his wife having preceded him by 
many years. Mr. and Mrs. Lanott were the par- 
ents of seven children, four of whom survive, as 
follows: Ernest Lanott, of Salix; Felix Lanott, of 
Sioux City; Mrs. John Mulvihill, of Union, Ore., 
and Mrs. J. Z. Devin, of Los Angeles, Cal. 


RASMUS HANSEN 


Rasmus Hansen was born in Humble, Lange- 
land, Denmark, in 1864. He came to Sergeant 
Bluff in 1883, and in 1891 he came to Salix and en- 
tered the employ of F. J. Jauron as clerk in his 
general store. In 1894, in partnership with S. P. 
Linkswiler, he engaged in the mercantile business 
in Salix, purchasing the stock and business of Geo. . 
F. Hammer, which was located in the south room 
of the Currier block. In 1904 the personnel of the 
firm was changed, Mr. Linkswiler disposing of his 
interest to Chas. F. Corr, a partnership which last- 
ed for one ‘year, when these gentlemen disposed 
of their business to Messrs. Larson & Paulson, and 
Mr. Hansen permanently retired from business. 
Mrs. Hansen died some years ago in Salix, and 
since that time Mr. Hausen has been making his> 
home in Sergeant Bluff. 


XXVII-—Eleven Hundred Acres of Liberty Town- 
ship Made Land to Be Opened Subject to Entry 


WASHINGTON dispatch to the Sioux City 
Journal, dated January 27, 1896, announced 
cr that by a decision of the Department of the 
Interior, eleven hundred acres of Liberty 
township land had been ordered surveyed as pub- 
lic lands. The land is located about three miles 
west of Salix. It comprises nearly all of what is 
marked “bayou” on the map of the original gov- 
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ernment survey, and which at that time was en- 
tirely under water and was meandered. The part 
which is still under water is known as “Brown’s 
Lake,” and within the tract ordered surveyed is 
located ‘“‘Houver’s lsland,” 

This decision of the Department of. the Inter- 
ior is in direct opposition to the decision of Judge 
Ladd, in the case of A. T. Bigelow vs W. M. Silvus, 
et al., recently tried. In this case he held that all 
of the land south of. Houver’s Island and Brown’s 
Lake belonged to the plaintiff as accretion to the 
land owned by him, adjacent to the lake bed, and 
an injunction was issued by him, restraining the 
defendants, who were squatters on the land, from 
occupying it. a 

Below is a portion of the official correspond- 
ence, which is self explanatory: 

Department of the Interior, General Land Of- 
fice, Washington D. C., January 11, 1896—Register 
and Receiver, United States Land Office, Des 
Moines, Iowa—Sirs: Referring to former corres. 
pondence with your office in the matter of the ap- 
plication of W. M. Silvus, et. al., for the survey of 
a tract of land, and accretion thereto, called an 
island, situated in Sections 28, 29, 32 and 33, Town- 
ship 87, North, Range 47, West, Iowa; also a strip 
of land south of Section 31, of said township. I 
now enclose a copy of the decision of the depart- 
ment contained in a letter to this office, dated De- 
cember 28, 1895, approving the application for the 
survey so far as the island and its accretions are 
concerned, and rejecting the application for a sur- 
vey of the accretions to the main land. 

Special instructions for the survey have been 
prepared and forwarded to Wm. P. Hall, of Sioux 
City, the surveyor named in the application, in 
order that he may properly execute the survey. 

You will notify the attorney for the appli- 
cants, Edwin J. Stason, accordingly. 

_ Very respectfully. ; 
S. W. Lamoureux, Commissioner. 
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